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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


SOLIDARITY AMONG MACHREB COUNTRIES EXAMINED 
Tunis DIALOGUE in French 3 Nov 80 p 56 
[Article by Moncef Mahroug: “On Maghreb Solidarity") 


[Text] Above temporary misundersatandings and a rugged jou.ney, solidarity 
between the various Maghreb countries has always asserted itself as a fundamental 
and essential fact. Faced with the greatest trials, the Maghreb has always re- 
acted naturally and spontaneously in the direction of a genuine operative solidar- 
ity rising above discord and dispute. In the face of the tragedy that cruelly 
struck the Al Asnan region in Algeria, the reaction of the Maghreb countries was 
prompt, effective and useful. Added to the contributions by other countries, 
Maghreb assistance attempted to help overcome the confusion of the first hours. 
At a time when Al Asnam was still undergoing more or less violent tremors, 
Maghreb solidarity showed itself by concrete proposals. With no need of citing 
examples drawn from the most distant past, contemporary history of the Maghreb 
abounds in decisive instances of solidarity. During their respective struggles 
for liberation, the Maghreb countries gave proof of many eloquent examples of 
solidarity which did not fail to win everyone's admiration. The massive spontane- 
ous popular demonstrations occurring in Tunisia to denounce torture, repression 
and the aggressions committed by the partisans of French Algeria were a clear 
reflection of the feeling of fraternity that has always united and inspired the 
various regions of the Maghreb. Again this year we have seen inter-Maghreb 
bonds draw closer on the occasion of the official visits by Prime Minister Mohamed 
Mzali, respectively in Morocco and Algeria, and the visit by the Algerian 
President Chadli Benjedid in Tunisia as part of a tour he made through several 
Arab countries. The first result of this intense activity, the signing of 
numerous cooperation agreements between Tunisia and Algeria and work begun on 

a number of joint projects. Another gain: the installation of a green tele- 
phone between Algiers and Tunis The tightening of inter-Maghreb bonds is also 
having its effect on sport activity in the Maghreb. Athletic contests between 
Maghreb universities and schools (JUSM) [expansion unknown] which had been sus- 
pended for a number of years, will be organized anew beginning in 1982. 
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ISLAMIC AFFAIRS 


BOURGUIBA DELIVERS SPEECH ON ISLAM IN MODERN WORLD 
Tunis LA PRESSE DE TUNISIE in French 9 Nov 80 p 4 


(Complete text of speech: 15th Century of the Hegira--Bourguiba: It is Time for 
the Moslems To Take Their Destiny in Hand--Accede To Technology, the Sciences and 
Invention" ] 


[Text] Following is the complete text of the address by the Chief of State: 


Praise to God, Clement and Merciful 
My dear children, 
People of Tunisia, 


I am happy to address you, and through you all the Moslem peoples to present to you 
my compliments on the occasion of the birth of the first year of the new Hegiran 
century. 


Today, we say farewell to the century that is past. This century was one of the 
most important to have been experienced by the Islamic Nation during the 14 
centuries that have passed since the Emigration of the Prophet--may the salvation 
and blessing of God be upon him--and of his companions from Mecca to Medina to 
spread the faith and found the Islamic State. 


This is an exceptional occasion of which I wish to take advantage to share with you 
the sentiments and ideas that throng to my mind as we take leave of the Fourteenth 
Century and greet the new Hegiran century. 


Fourteen centuries have passed since the Sacred Emigration, 14 centuries that did 
not respond to all our desires, which included glory, power and prosperity, but 
something else besides. 


These centuries were witnesses to our supremacy when the Islamic Nation distinguished 
itself by will-power, reason and morality. But the Nation began to weaken when it 
experienced divisions, when a large number of its leaders flouted the laws of 
morality, and ended by abandoning its mission when reason was misappreciated within 
it and will-power enfeebled. 


Islam, in fact, founded a civilization unique in its way, which renewed man's 
vision of himself, society and the universe. Islamic civilization stands out by 
the universality of its approach to problems in the temporal and religious orders 
with which it had to deal: Islam, in fact, fixes no separation between matter and 














spirit and made of them two entities twinned and inseparable, where the one would be 
incapable of nobility without the other. Moreover, it makes no distinction between 
the world here below and the world above, placing one at the other's service. It 
did not separate reason from moral values, making of the two the fundamental basis 
of human action both in the domains of human existence and of religion. It draws 
no distinction between man and woman regarding the responsibility they assume. 
God=--may He be exalted=--said: “Not a single work that was done by any among you 
shall be lost, nor man nor woman. You have proceeded from one another." 


It is because we have lost sight of these imperatives of our Islamic civilization 
that our peoples, in the East as well as in the West, have experienced dissolution, 
displacement and powerlessness. 


But the century to which we say farewell today may be said to have opened up the era 
of renascence and restoration. 


The last century was the century of the rough and the smooth. It saw the extension 
of colonial domination over our territories. Following that it witnessed magnificent 
efforts mounted for our liberation. Finally, it witnessed the eclipse of the foreign 
ascendancy in most of our Moslem countries. 


The end of this century was marked by great hopes, on a scale of the misfortunes 

that thrust themselves upon our peoples in the course of the century and even 

before. These hopes tended to reestablish human dignity in general, by working for 
the advent of justice, liberation and the well-being of all. The Moslem peoples were 
deeply attached to these hopes, suffering as they did from seeing their strength 
reduced, their societies in decadence and their glory forfeited. 


A by no means negligible portion of these hopes became concrete fact: political 
liberation and the emergence of sovereign states. 


In any event the emergence of a sovereign State is no assurance of renascence if 

we fail to concentrate all our efforts to root out the causes that led to decadence. 
It is essential that all our efforts should converge towards building Islamic 
societies such as to assure the welfare of our peoples, guaranteeing them the 
conditions for prosperity and material strength through modern weapons and at the 
same time providing for the conditions by which their dignity and prosperity may 
continue, for this is most definitely the basis of a people's dignity in our time. 


Two Basic Principles: Morality and Effort of Thought 


In this connection we must address ourselves to two basic principles of Islam 
without which no civilization worthy of che name can pocsibly be constructed, 
namely morality and effort of thought. 


The Prophet--nay God's blessing and salvation be upon him--gave much attention to 
morality. Did he not say: “I have been sent to consecrate the principles of a 
high morality." A significant testimony to the importance of morality, since the 
Prophet defines his mission as one destined to perfect moral principles and make 
them take root in mankind. 


Morality as meant here has a twofold connotation: on the one hand it concerns an 
individual's behavior towards his neighbor, and on the other the morality of the 














community and the behavior of its governors in carrying out their tasks when they 
govern with justice and equity, choose the nation's interest over their own special 
interests and base their accion with an eye to the propagation of the Message of 
Islam, on that which attracts end not on that which repels. Moreover, it was by 
acting from a position of high morality that the original Moslems were able to build 
a better society. It is also because they had armed themselves with high moral 
values that an elice group of the Prophet's companions were able to spread respect 
and love all around them, following the example of the Prophet himself. This is 
what is referred to in the Verse that reads: "You are the best of the communities 
that has sprung from the womb of humanity." 


As for the second foundation upon which Islamic civilization was built, that lies 
in effort of thought, “IJTIHAD." This represents the highest human quality by 
which Islam differentiates man from all other creatures: 


~-Effort of thought in the many sciences. In this connection the Prophet--may the 
blessing and salvation of God be upon him--said the following: "Seek to acquire 
knowledge, even in China"; 


--Effort of thought in the various domains of social life; 


~-Effort of thought in the conception of means and instruments suitable for 
strengthening man's aptitudes, realizing his goals and providing for his well-being; 


~-By the same token the requisite effort in the religious order of things, to 
grasp its true essence, that indeed which makes man God's representative on earth. 


Positive Participation in the Domain of Creativity and Invention 


At the dawn of this new century the Islamic peoples in general and the Arab peoples 
in particular have at their disposal means of bringing about an integral development 
operation, founded on solid ground, by providing for the education and training of 
the human element that underlies every effort for improvement. 


We can never expect to bring to concrete reality what we call "dignity"--that is to 
say the year-after-year permanence of the power of progress and prosperity--unless 
our participation in science goes beyond mere taking note of it and attains the 
stature of contribution to research and discovery: research on new data in the 
field of the theoreticla sciences and discovery of new techniques for application 
of these theories, now generally understood as technology. 


As long as we have not attained this degree of positive participation in the domain 
©  reativity and invention, there is no guarantee for the endurance of prosperity 
and power such as is enjoyed by some among us. For we shall remain threatened by 
the exhaustion of the natural resources we are exploiting. We shall be dependent 
on the technical know-how of others, subject to the will of foreign countries, 
subordinate according to the dictates of the correlation between their special 
interests and our national interest. 


The Islamic peoples must tear themselves up from the humiliating condition they 
are now in, exemplified by their need to have recourse to the equipment, machinery 
and factories made by others, to the food they produce, without which famine would 
rage in numerous countries in the world, to medical methods of diagnosis and 
treatment they perfect, and finally to the armaments they invent, which we can only 
acquire for ourselves at the price of striking a lion's bargain. 
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Moreover, at the dawn of this new century, my dearest wish for the Islamic peoples 
generally and the Arab peoples more particularly is that they might raise themselves 
to a level that would enable them to participate in the forward thrust of s. lence 
and technological knowledge as soon as possible, in a time-frame which in the Life 
of nations is not measured by months or years, but rather by decades. 


I hope that before the end of this new century this great change will have taken 
place among our peoples. Our greatest ambition is that by then our countries will 
have attained a level comparable to that of the Western European countries today, 
both in mastery of technology and economic prosperity. This would be devoutly 
wished even today. The aspiration is dear to our heart, but the implementation 

ie neo easy thing. The efforts of one and all must bend towards the realization of 
this goal. 


A Privileged Position for Reason 


In actuality this wish could never become realized as long as Moslems, both as 
individuals and as societies, have not altered their own condition. Incontestably 
they did constitute the best of all communities when they accorded a privileged 
position to reason and morality in the conduct of both their temporal and spiritual 
affairs, following in this wise the example of the Prophet--may the salvation and 
blessing of God be upon him--and the conduct of his most illustrious companions 
who consolidated the foundations of the Islamic State thanks to their intelligence, 
their virtues and their sacrifices. 


If our first ancestors were able to attain such a remarkable level of capability not 
only in linguistic and religious sciences but also and above all in the field of 
natural sciences, physics, chemistry, mathematics, astronomy and medicine, it was 
because they accorded a privileged position to reason. It is thanks to this 
emancipation of the spirit--which inspired the Prophet to exhort the Moslems at 
the time of the battle of Badr to give thought to their temporal affairs to assure 
themselves power and invulnerability--that Islamic civilization was able to make 
considerable strides in the ancient scicnces but for which the progress of the 
modern sciences would be unimaginable. It was in this way that they invented 
Arabic numerals--which the Arab peoples were unfortunately to reject later--and 

in this way they conceived the notion of zero, without which arithmetic, algebra 
and geometry, the very foundation of modern science--could never have developed. 


A number of aspects of the Islamic societies are imperatively in need of recon- 
sideration by Moslems. The betterment of their lot and the effectiveness of their 
actions depend on it, as indeed does their aptitude for progress, to which Islam, 
both as a religion and a civilization, has called them. 


Assurance of the Conditions of Power, Dignity and Prugress 





If I have made such a point of emphasizing the importance of evolutionary progress 
and the need for the exercise of intellignece at the point where the forward 
movement of progress and prosperity stumbles in our countries, it is my jealous 
attachment to Islam and to the Moslems and a wish to see our peoples assure for 
themselves the conditions for power, dignity and progress. The conditions that 

made it possible for foreign nations to colonize our countries at one time and which 
permit Israel today to desecrate our territories, especially El Qods without our 
being able to do anything but beseech God in the Friday sermons or on Mount Arafat. 
That is the characteristic mark of resignation, whereas the injunction we have been 
given to put ourselves in God's hands is articulated in highly expressive fashion by 
the Hadith of the Prophet "Shackle your mount, and you can place yourselves in God's 
hands." 5 








The cause of this is our conception of man in the detemination of history, of his 
refusal to endure events by referring to an erroneous and garbled interpretation of 
the Sura from the Koran: "Nothing will be able to afflict us that was not fore- 
ordained by God. This verse never meant that Moslems must renounce the "Ijtihad" 
[student's effort to master Koran] or should seek to deteriorate the effectiveness 
of human action, the proof being that the Koran's philosophy rests entirely on the 
role of reason, thought, reasoning as well as on man's responsibility for everything 
he undertakes. This is illustrated by -he following verse from the Koran: 

"Whoever has done good to the weight of one atom shall see it. Whoever has done 
evil to the weight of one aton shall see it." 


With all these considerations in mind we think it is time for Moslems to take 
their destinies in hand with the necessary clearsightedness, intellignece and 
loftiness of outlook for all things concerning the relations between religion and 
social life and the shackles that have hobbled our societies and crippled their 
capacity for self-defense not by any sort of Divine Will but by a deficiency of 
spirit, while the virtues of the "Ijtihad" as taught by the Prophet--may the 
salvation and blessing of God be upon him--and the companions Abu Bakr and Omar 
were ignored and while the spirit of sacrifice as personified by Hamza, Ali and 
Khaled Ibn Aj Walid who compiled with the Caliph's order relieving him of command 
and did not hesitate to go on with the fighting as a simple soldier in the ranks-~- 
while this sacrificial spirit became attenuated. 

Is it possible for our “ulemas," our thinkers and our scientists, throughout the 
Moslem world, to meet together periodically to shake the dust off an array of vital 
questions that in no way touch upon dogma or ritual, but which concern cer) «in 
aspects of individual and social life? 


The simplest, and the one that naturally comes to my mind has to do with the 
determination of the dates of religious holidays and the disparity existing between 
the Hegiran year and the Gregorian year. The purpose of this entire concern is to 
so act that Islam will always find support from the Ijtihad, a living, all-seeing 
and radiant "Ijtihad" that makes it possible for Islam both as religion and as 
civilization to be viable everywhere and at all times. 


To cite but one example, the Moslem peoples could take their cue from the Japanese, 
who in less than a century were able to rejoin the ci-cle of developed nations, and 
over this coming century make concrete reality of their aspirations to progress, 
prosperity and invulnerability and acquire the technological know-how to produce 
for themselves modern weapons, including the nuclear weapon. 


My dear children, 
People of Tunisia 


How can Moslems be at peace with themselves at a time when the Holy City of El Qods 
is in the hands of Zionists who cast defiance at the feelings of Arabs and Moslems 
and at all human values? 


How can they feel any joy in their hearts at a time when some of their number are 
killing each other? 


The situation in which the Moslems find themselves today will never change unless 
they manage to rid themselves of the factors of resignation, weakness, hatred and 
discord. 














As the Koranic Sura reads, "God does not alter the condition of a people as long 
as that people has not first changed that which is within them," 


May God restore concord so justice and good neighborly relations may regain their 
place. May He guide the Islamic community towards those things which consolidate 
its positions [of strength] and protect its dignity. 
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ISLAMIC AFFAIRS 


WRITERS, RELIGIOUS LEADERS ANALYZE RELATIONS BETWEEN ARABISM, ISLAM 
Parie AL~NAHAR AL~'ARABI WA AL~DUWALI in Arabic 3-9, 10-16, 17-23 Nov 80 


[Article compiled by Hashim Qasim: “Ie There a Problem Between Arabiem and Islam? 
Muhammad Mahdi Shame al-Din, Munah al-Sulh, Karim Baqraduni, Rafiq Abu Yunie, 
Gregoire Haddad, In'am Ra'd, Joseph Mughayzal and Karim Marawah Respond") 


[9 Nov 80 pp 50-53) 


{[Text) “Arabiem is an emotional phenomenon like love; but Islam 
ie a eyetem of life and a cultural fora." 


“The role of Isl » will be and will remain a positive one if 
the notion that it is a ready alternative to an impotent Arabism 
is eliminated." 


“Arabiem has failed by adopting unity and similarity instead 
of solidarity and pluraliem; Islam has not learned from the 
failure of Arabien." 


"The attachment between Islam and Arabiem is organic and 
cultural just as the attachment of spiritual Christianity is 
to both." 


The statements that have been made and the intellectual and political struggles 
that have taken place in the Arab world ever since the beginning of this century 
have shown the existence of two trends: Arabism and Islan. 


Sometimes, despite existing differences and a “forced blending" of the two to 


confront challenges from abroad, it seemed that they blended together and became 
one. 


At other times each one of them appeared as a weapon with full-strength components 
or as « culturally and politically independent plan that was quite distinct from 
the other. Although Islam is the spiritual and cultural backbone as well as the 
driving force behind the pan-Arab trend, the Christian spiritual heritage and the 
intellectual and political assumptions of non-Moslem Arabs have added to those 
trends. 











The division and the estrangement between Arabiam and lalam grew since the outbreak 
of the iranian Revolution and until the outbreak of the [raqi-L[ranian war when 
operations te separate Arabiem and Ielam and to croate a rift between them in 
theory and in practice took place in some circles! 


Accordingly, we took it upon ourselves to initiate a discussion about the question 
of the relationship between Arabiem and Islam. (We will discuss) the possibilities 
of agreement and separation between the two and the solutions that each one of 

them proposes to the existing problems in the Arab world. [The following persons) 
took part ta thie duscussion: al-Shaykh Muhammad Mahdi Shams al-Din, Munah al-Sulh, 
Karim Baqraduni, RAfiq Abu Yunis, Joseph Mughayzal, Karim Marawah, Archbishop 
Gregoire Haddad and In'am Ra'd. 


Here is the firet inetallment. 
Al-Shaykh Muhammad Mahdi Shams al-Din 


Islam is a religion, a frame of mind wd, accordingly, a way of life. It isa 
cultural form that is naturally different from other cultural forms, 


In so far as it ie an ethnic term with an existing material denotation, Arabiem 
designates the Arab in particular. In eo far as it is 4 social, that is, a 
national te~m, it designates an emotional phenomencn and a psychological stage 
in the growth of society. Arabiesm is not a frame of mind or an ideological mode 
that has foundations and supporting structures. Arabism then is not a civiliza- 
tion, and, accordingly, it is not a mode of lite. 


Hence we cannot talk about how Arabism and Islam are similar and how they differ 
because they are basically two separate entities. In so far as it is a frame of 
mind, a civilization and a way of life, Islam encompasses the ethnic import of 
Arabiem, just as it encompasses that of Persian, Turkish and Indian or any other 
ethnic group. This is due to the fact that the notion of a human being and his 
identity in Islam is universal and comprehensive; it transcends race, geography 
and language. Islam preaches and advocates universal morals and values wherein 
all people are equal. Arabism is a social term that manifests an interim emotional 
phenomenon in the development and growth of society. It is not at odds or incon- 
sistent with the values of Islam and the principles of juscice it stipulates as 
long as it is ruled by its morals. 


Il am reminded now of a statement attributed to one of the prayer leaders in the 
prophet's family. I believe it was Imam Muhammac al-Baqir who was asked whether 
or not a person who showed preference for his own peonle was committing a trans- 
gression. His response was: “ A man who prefers his own people is not prejudiced, 
but a man who deems the wicked among his own people to be better than the righteous 
among other people is." Hence Arabism or Arab nationalism, as a sociological 

term intended to have a conceptual form with an ideological content, is an over- 
statement because it is in fact no more than a psychological, sentimental and 
emotional phenomenon, as we said, like love, for example. 


In its portrayal as (a term) having conceptual content and a social, political and 
organizational doctrine, Arab nationalism is antithetical to Islam. 














From this vantage point [one may deduce) that any nationalismewbe it Persian, 
Rusetan, Turkieh, British, etc.--would be openly antithetrical and contradictory 
to Islam. In their treatment of the question of power and the wakeup of the 
atate=~"The Legal Literature of Sovereignty and Politice”"=-learned Islamic polite 
{eal thought and Ielamfc scholastic theology provide auch evidence for the 
theoretical statements we made. In practice, the practical actions which the 
orthodox caliphates pursued are aleo examples that affirm our statements. This 
fndicates that Ielam as a doctrine and a cultural form transcends and encompasses 
the sentimental when such sentiments do not conflict with ite teachings and ite 
corneretones. As a doctrine and a way of life Ielam can, without exception, 
Solve the problems that are being thrust on the Arab world such as lIerael, the 
absence of freedom, unity and development. For example, we cannot be satiefied 
with a Palestinian estate on the West Bank and the Gaza Strip because we want al) 
the Palestinian soil; we want all of Palestine. 


We have legitimate rights throughout the territory of Palestine. It is our view 
that the international community has turned ite back on all moral principles and 
that by approving the creation of lerael and consenting to ite continued existence 
on Palestinian soil, it continues to violate those principles. 


The question and the major crisis of freedom in the Arab world cannot be viewed 
outeide Islamic doctrine. Today the Arab sometimes seems Like an animal terrified 
by his own systems [of government). Naturally, I am not speaking here of 
bourgeois freedom. 


The problem of development emerges in everybody's programs as the first point on 
a scale of priorities. This is a major error that is committed daily. Develop- 
ment projects have required the disbursement of financial resources provided by 
oil, by other raw materials and by the labor of millions of people. This has 
transported the Arab nation from a natural historical stage in its contemporary 
development, which is the stage of struggle against colonialism and the new 
colonialism to remove Israel and to achieve its own unity, to a stage in which 
it became a consumer society affiliated with the western production market and 
tied to the wheel of colonialist production. Such a consumer society naturally 
serves the interests of the industrial world which is engaged in colonialist and 
all forms of exploitative practices against the Arab nation, the Islamic world 
and the Third World. 


As a sentimental and psychological phenomenon Arab nationalism can offer valuable 
help at this stage to those efforts whose objective is to unify the Arab world 
in pursuit of a greater unity which “one way or another" will lead to the unity 
of the Islamic world. But I have to repeat this point of view here: Arab 
nationalism can only be a catalyst. Arab nationalism from the other point of 
view, as 4 term with a conceptual content and a social and political doctrine, 
would be an obstacle to such unity. In such a case it can generate its anti- 
thesis as it did, unfortunately: it is generating regionalisa. 
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Munah al-Sulh 


Arab nationaliem was born in the modern age. The relationship between it and 
Islam has been settled. [te firet political struggle, or rather ite direct 
military battle wae fought with Ietanbul, the capital of the Ottoman Sul tanate 
and the center of the Islamic Caliphate. It is on this basia that the distinction 
between Arab nationaliam and Islam has been drawn and has existed from the very 


Deginning. 


After the fall of the Ottoman etate Arab nationaliem was subjected to a trumped 
up campaign that asked it to exonerate itself from the charge of religious 
prejudice. The Arabe saw thie campaign ae 4 desire on the part of foreign 
countries, who had disturbed the unity of this area under the Islamic inter- 
nationaliem that was manifested in the Ottoman state, to upset the Arab ties 

that held this region together eo as to create emall entities that would be 
propitious to their ambitions. That campaign was accompanied by the minorities’ 
sudden change of mind about the idea of Arab nationaliom after their thinkers 
and leaders had played a basic and a brilliant role in launching, working for 
and sacrificing for thie nationalistic idea. Moslem Arabs associated this with 
the foreign plot to upset Arab national bonds for the purpose of dividing the 
area, and changing the minds of minorities about the idea of Arab nationalisn. 
The national frame of mind was tinted objectively with political Islam, and ideas 
of entities and vidisions assumed a negative hue in Islamic politics and civili- 
zation. There is no doubt that if minorities had continued their attachment to 
and their prominent role in Arab nationalist thought, and if they had not come up 
with various justifications, formulas and projects, the theoretical and practical 
position of Arab nationalism would have been sounder and purer than it is today. 
The minorities left Arab nationalism and accused the Islamic majority of keeping 
up the pan-Arab line only because of its Islam and not because of ite Arab 
conviction. 


We believe quite impartially that the first error that was committed in weakening 
the national mental outlook and introducing impurities into it was in the minority's 
repudiation of the national mental outlook under whose auspices it had fought the 
Ottoman state. But we do not want this belief to be the means for giving the 
majority peace of mind and releasing it from the burden of [its] duty. The 
majority remains responsible for ascertaining that its conduct, its outlook and 
its institutions do not repudiate the interests of Arabism as an idea. The 
majority remains responsible for the objectivity and intellectual integrity of 
this idea as well as for its moral harmony and the congruity of its appearance 
and its substance. Without exception, this is required in all the Arab countries, 
but especially in Lebanon where the negative environment’ of the Arab nationalist 
outlook discovered through culture the advanced images of western life. This 
[discovery] generated ideological claims that suggested in that outlook com- 
parisons between the proxress of the contemporary Western world and the back- 
wardness of the East. Therefore, Arabism can pursue no course in Lebanon except 
that which is accomplished through the values of dialogue, freedom, democracy, 
real faith in the scientific spirit and progress. It is competition, not power 
that will settle matters in Lebanon for or against the interests of Arabisa. 
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Ultimately, the one who loves freedom most and the one who is most loyal to it 
will be victorious. If the Islamic environment in Lebanon can produce greater 
love for freedom than that which another environment can produce and if [it can 
show) an ability to make progress, it would rid Lebanon of the last one of the 
obstacles that stand in the way of a victory for Arabiem. If the common notion 
is removed which cautions that Ielam can be a ready substitute for an impotent 
Arabiow or that it ie a second line of defense for a nation threatened with loss 
of ite firet line of defense or ite pan-Arab battle, the role of Islam would 
become and would remain 4 positive one in Lebanon and in all che Arab countries 
without exception. Only a strong Arabiem that proves ite existence and perform 
ite duties towards iteelf and towards the world can interact deeply with lelam 
and take from it all the strength it has to enter into the road of progress and 
liberation from its widest gates. 


A vital, striving Ielam which is motivated by the future just as it is inspired 
by the pas’ ie that which has the right to present itself to Arabiem with the 
confidence of giving to Arabiem and taking from it as well. 


Karia BP «caduni 


I declare openly that I am one of the few who believe that Arabiem is one thing 
and Islam another. The vast majority of Moslems conduct themeelves on the basis 
of the fact that Arabiem and Islam are synonymous and that the difference between 
the two is one in terminology or tactics only. The vast majority of Christians, 
especially since the war in Lebanon, are also beginning to view Arabise with fear 
and distrust, sensing in it a sectarian position that cloaks itself in doctrine. 


There were times in the fifties and the sixties when the idea of separating 
Arabism from Islam was sometimes convincing and other times tempting. Some 
proposals made at that time by Nasirists, Ba'thists and Arab nationalists gave 
Arabiem a political orientation with a measure of secularism. It was as though 
the boundaries of Islam did not correspond exactly with those of Arabism. There 
are Moslems who are not Arabs, like the Moslems of Pakistan; and there are 
Christians who are Arabs, like the Christians of Lebanon. Yet all those who 
theorize about Arabiem, and the most liberal among them, have emphasized the 
distinguishing ties between the notions of Arabiem and those of Islam. Arabism 
does have an Islamic flavor, and Moslems are Arabists by intuition. 


Circumstances changed in the late seventies and early eighties. Many proclaimed 
proposals and actual actions affirmed without exception that Arabism and Islam 
were one and the same thing. Mu'ammar al-Qadhdhafi said it quite clearly that 
there was no place in Arabism for a non-Moslem. A Christian, for example, gust 
either adopt Islam or leave. Islam is the essence of Arabism. In order for one to 
be an Arab, one gust also be a Moslem. The Libyan president regarded Islam as 
an international course and an alternative to communism and capitalism. Thus it 
seemed that Islam was a religion, a state, a doctrine and a way of life. The 
consequences of such a proposal require that not only must the Arabs be made to 
adopt islam--and this in fact is happening or seems to be happening--but that 
the whole world gust be made to adopt it. This is the plan that is being hoped 
for. This plan naturally begins with making 4 small, nearby country, which is 
Lebanon, adopt Islam. If the Arabs cannot turn Lebanon into a Moslem country, 
how then will they be able to make the entire world adopt Islam? However, the 
impact of the al-Qadhdhafi phenomenon remained limited until Ayatollah Khomeyni 
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came [into the picture) and presented Islam as a universal revolution with the 
purpose of exporting it. The significance of Khomeyni does not lie in the fact 
that he overthrew the Shah, whose overthrow was inevitable; nor does it lie in 
the fact that Iran is an Islamic, ofl country--Saudi Arabia te richer. The 
historical significance of Khomeyni lies in the face that he revolutionised Islam 
and made the revolution Islamic. The new logic of lelam considers Arabiem 
heretical and atheistic. Islam is no longer the essence of Arabiem. In fact, 
Arabiem is now accused and considered suspect. Khomeyni hae no heaeitation about 
regarding Arabe as anti-Islamic and Arabism as a conspiracy against Islam. The 
intellectuals’ dream of separating Islam from Arabiam, at least in some measure, 
was crushed. When the coexistence of Islam and Arabism becomes objectionable, 
how can one imagine coexistence of Islam and Christianity? There ts a desire 
for foiling the Lebanese model in theory and in practice. This is what has 
happened; it is what has been happening since 1975. 


IT am still one of the insane few who dares to say in view of this sweeping prejudice: 
"T am a Christian Arab. I am proud of my Christian faith and I am not ashamed of 
‘eing an Arab." Such a statement, however, assumes that the separation of Islam 

and Arabism is possible and that a Christian can Live in freedom in an Arab region. 
It requires the proclamation of a committed, aware, conscientious stance: “I 

do not want to make a choice between my Arabism and my Christianity. However, 

if I have to choose, I will choose my Christianity.” 


The experiment of the fifties of separating Arabism from Islam concluded with the 
revival of its counterpart, the experiment of the eighties, which merges Arabism 
and Islam. The new Islamic expansion eliminates the possibility of separating 
Arabism and Islam. Instead of secularizing Islam and Arabicizing non-Moslems, 
[today's experiment] is an attempt to make Arabism Islamic and [persuade] non- 
Moslems to renounce their faith. The notion of Arabism as the cure for Arab ills 
had emerged in the fifties, but it had largely been a failure. Yet today, Islam 
is being proposed as the only alternative for treating the contemporary and the 
crucial questions of the Arabs. I do not expect the notion of Islam to succeed 
today where the notion of Arabism failed yesterday. In fact, | expect the failure 
of [this] notion of Islam to be greater. International indicators provide testimony 
and evidence for that. Arabism failed basically because it had pursued a com- 
prehensive and an absolute view as the foundation for relations between the 

Arab countries and as a foundation [for relations] between citizens. The weakness 
of Arabism lies in the fact that it adopted the notion of uniting the countries 
instead of establishing solidarity between them and in the fact that it turned 

to the notion of similarity among its citizens instead of a notion of pluralisn. 
The historical error of Arabism lies in the fact that it turmed its back on the 
right of an individual and on the individual's right to be different, thereby 
sacrificing an individual's right for the sake of the aation and an individual's 
right to be different for the sake of unity. Democracy ceased to exist, and Arab 
regimes became militaristic and tribal. The notion of unity in Arabism was 
transformed into a logic of dominion. This led to new disputes and did not solve 
pending problems. If Arabism were to acknowledge the differences among Arabs 

and the borders between countries and if it were to seek the actualization of the 
notion of solidarity, disputes would diminish and solutions increase. In order 
for it to be successful, the notion of Arabism will need the breeze of democracy 
and the spirit of pluralism that it has been lacking. But where does the Islamic 
onslaught stand on all this? 
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The new Islam gleaned nothing from the relatively unsuccessful experience of 
Arabism. Quite the contrary the new Islam considers Arabiem as not having been 
fire enough to make all the differences and the boundaries fade away. What is 
even more dangerous is that the new Islam not only rejects pluraliem outside 
Islam, it aleo disowns it within Islam. In theory and in practice, the Moslem 
Brothers contemplate nothing in Islam but the Sunni way, and the Iranian Revolu- 
tion contemplates nothing in Islamic practice but the Shi'ite way. 


The Moslem Brothers phenomenon is not a new one, but it is assuming a new charac- 
teristic. The doctrine of the Moslem Brothers is comprehensive and absolute. It 
was determined at their fifth conference in 1939 as a “call of forefathers, a 
Sunni way, a Sufi reality, a political organization, an athletic society, a 
cultural ecientific league, an economic corporation and a social idea." [That] 
notion of Islam turned into Sunni extremism against the upper clase and political 
terrorism against the Syrian regime. Regardless of what is said sbout the 
propriety of such a position, it is still true that the Moslem Brothers have 
become political tools used by outside Arab forces and by foreign forces as well. 
They now represent sectarian malice not only against non-Moslems, but also against 
Moslems . 


Ayatollah Khomeyni's weapon is not ofl; it is not the army or the revolution; it 

is Islam. The result is a cold war between the Islamic Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 

and the Islamic Revolution of Iran. The Iraqi-lranian dispute is not a dispute 
over territory but rather a clash between two [brands of] Islam. What is inter- 
esting here is that regional wars have so far usually taken place between poor or 
non-Islamic countries. But for the first time since Islam becane the underlying 
concept for relations between countries, war breaks out between two rich and 

Islamic countries. The Iraqi-Iranian dispute will end only with the fall of one 

of the two regimes. When relition becomes the standard for relations, the rationale 
for settlements and tolerance collapses. 


These are the international indicators that lead me to expect that [this] notion 
of Islam will fail to treat Arab questions in the eighties. It will be a greater 
and a more serious failure than that of Arab unity in the fifties. 


Arabism as a concept of reciprocity with a pluralistic aspect is a necessity and 
a framework for solving Arab problems. But Arabism as a mandatory unifying 
concept invoives disputes over borders and over existence. Islam as a personal 
faith signifies tolerance and justice, but as a political concept, it signifies 
violence and war. I fear that the religious war which undermined the Lebanese 
formula is a candidate for undermining existing formulas in the Middle East. 

Some features of the new formulas have begun emerging in Lebanon: Lebanese 
sovereignty means Lebanese unity; the settlement [of non-Lebanese citizens] 

means partition. [Meanwhile], the [actions of] the Moslem Brothers are generating 
Christian brothers. 


New f ‘as for the Middle East are still unknown and systerious, but surprises 
ar expected soon. 
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Rafiq Abu Yunis 


Islam hae deeply affected the life of the Arab nation because it was not only 
a relfgton, but aleo a unfversal revolution that turned Arab concepts upside 
down and united feuding tribes in the framework of a national religion with a 
humanistic orlentation. 


The Koran was revealed in the Arabic language to preach values and principles to 
the Arabs and to the world. The message of islam which the Araba reported to the 
world with their blood and their testimony formed the basic part of their 
civilization, their ideas and their orientation. Accordingly, we cannot make a 
Clear-cut separation between Arabiem and Islam as some think and wish. Islam 

left an impression on Arabiem and became the cornerstone of its national ideology. 
In addition, Arabism [was also affected by) the Christian spiritual heritage which 
associated with Islam and stuck closely to it to form a single whole. 


We infer that Arabiem is a civilization and not a political plan or an emotion 
that merely attracts the Arabs and unites them. It is an outstanding cultural 
form with ite Islamic and Christian roots, and it is a cultural and a political 
fact. We are struggling to make Arabiem more universal and more profound. 
Whereas Arabism at the beginning of this century was a political coalition that 
faced the colonialist challenge, tie foreign plans for dominion and the division 
of Arab land into entities, it is experiencing today a critical period that is 
manifested in the presence of conditional and colonialist trends that are 
opposing it and trying to separate it from Islam. 


By nurturing separate tribal and sectarian trends that are hostile to Arabisa, 
the new colonialism is trying to strike both Arabiem and Islam; gain control of 
Arab territory, culture and wealth and apply itself diligently to fragmenting and 
distorting them. The commitment between Islam and Arabism is an organic cultural 
commitment just as the spiritual Christian commitment to them is. When the 
conflict with the Byzantine Empire occurred, the Arab Christians of Syria defined 
their position by aligning themselves completely with their Moslem Arab brothers. 


This would suggest that the cultural and political Arab nationalist trend realized 
from the outset the essential relationship that exists between Arabism and Islan. 
A calm review of the modern history of Arabs will show us how auch colonialism in 
its old as well as in its new form has tried to hurt Arabism and Islam separately 
and together. The defeats and victories that occurred were defeats and victories 
for both Islam and Arabism. Arabism is thus a conceptual stronghold for the 
unity of Arab destiny which is based on Islamic doctrine and the divine spiritual 
beliefs that were revealed in the Arab East. 





The basic function [that lies ahead of us] now is that of responding to the 

processes of separating Arabism from Islam. These processes seek to divide the 
Arab nation into entities and to create lateral conflicts that would strip the 
Arab nation of its cultural resources and its legitimate aspirations for unity. 


There is a vast difference between the real Islam and the Islam that brings along 
with it plans for dominating, controlling, uprooting others from their heritage 
and their land and reviving an empire which Arab Moslems eliminated a long time 
ago. Ever since the fall of the Shah's corrupt regime, Iran's new leadership 
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began to announce its expansionist ambitions in the Arabian Gulf. It proclaimed 
an understanding of Islam that was tantamount to inciting sedition and breaking 
up the ranks of Moslems and Arabs. The exploitation of Islam by the old Persian 
ambitions fe a well-considered attempt to achieve these ambitions and to turn Arab 
society into a ecene of conflict and hatred that would make it easier for the 
superpowers to strengthen their hold over the destiny of our area. This naturally 
comes about at a time when all chese forces are stimulating all the sectarian and 
regional biases to weaken the Arabs' own capabilities even further. 


If Islam in Iran is a “genuine revolution,” it should not be thrust into a 
@truggle with Arab nationalism which is a revolutionary ideological power for 
fighting the forces of world imperialism. 


It is on the basis of statements we made that we can understand the deep relation- 
ship that exists between Islam and Arabism. In this context the call for nation- 
aliem was an incentive for all Arabs who were persecuted or who were affected by 
concepts of class and sect that were rejected by Arabism and unacknowledged by 

the core of Islan. 


An Islam that holds its heritage, its doctrine and its Arab affiliation dear is 
capable of becoming deeply involved in understanding itself. It is capable of 
interacting efficiently and wisely with the cultures of other nations. Similarly, 
an Islam that is hostile to Arabism is an appeal to narrow-mindedness and ignorance. 


[10-16 Nov 80, pp 48-51) 


[Text] Islam is a religion, and Arabism is a Nationality; 


distinguishing between them--not separating or mixing 
them—alleviates problems. 


Islam is our window to the vast world; it is a fraternal 
bond among nations that support each other's national 
rights. 


Archbishop Gregoire Haddad 


Arabists are those who proclaim the slogan of Arab nationalism; they call for 
Arab unity and for transcending all the divided political entities and the 
conflicting or contradictory ideologies. 


Arabists are not in agreement about the purport of their single Arab state. 
There are numerous Arabists [identities| that may contradict or do battle with 
each other over their ideologies, strategies or tactics, but they all affirm 
their true Arabisa. 


Islam, however, is an Arabic term that was in use before the Koran was revealed. 
It was the Koran that gave it its purport and enriched it with meanings that it 
did not have before. In the chapter [entitled] “The Table," [God Almighty says]: 
"This day I have perfected your religion for you and completed My favour to you. 
I have chosen Islam to be your faith.” 
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In the chapter [entitled] "The Cow:" “Lord, make us submiasive to You; make of 
our deacendantes a nation that will submit to You." This specialized meaning of 
Ielam in the Koran has acquired a religious connotation that describes man's 
relationship with God as it is or as it should be: transcending man's ownership 
of himself and his use of his body and his spirit according to his wishes and 
abandoning them to God to do with them what He will. 


Since religion does not stop at the internal relationship between God and man, 

but rather deals with tae appearance of that relationship in man's personal and 
social life so as to make it conform in all its details to resigning and giving 
oneself to God, religion in the Koran becomes socially, economically and politically 
multi-dimensional. 


Interpretations were forthcoming from one scholar and one Imam after the other. 
There was scholastic theology and Islamic jurisprudence. Along with [those 
branches of knowledge) there were attempts to give concrete form to theology 

fin the systems and structures of religion and of the world. In turn, these 
attempts produced new [branches of) knowledge: Islamic education and Islamic 
economics. These attempts also produced architectural and sculptural arts. 
Interpretations [of the koran], the sciences and the arts became closely attached 
to religion and formed around it an Islamic "culture" and a "civilization" 

as well as an Islamic heritage that has features which distinguish it from others. 


With regard to the affinity and divergence of Arabism and Islam [the following} 
emerges: 


On land they are united from the ocean to the gulf. But the territory of Islam 
goes beyond the land of the Arabs since Islam goes as far as India, Pakistan and 
Indonesia to territory that was not and never will be Arab. 


Regarding people, Arabism and Islam are also united from the ocean to the gulf. 
However, there are Moslem Arabs beyond this territory and there are non-Moslem 
Arabs within it who are Christians, Jews or atheists. 


In history, Arab history antedates Islamic history. The former merged partially 
with Islamic history, anc the two also remained partially independent. Islamic 
history is broader than Arab Islamic history because it is the history of the land 
of Islam outside the land of the Arabs and the non-Arab Islamic nations. In fact, 
wars between Arab Moslems and others have often made bloody history about which 

no agreement about victories and heroes exist’. The history of non-Moslem Arabs 
is not always congruent with that of Moslem Arabe. This is one of the wounds 

that has not yet healed with both sides. 


In language, the Arabic language with all its dialects existed before Islan. 
It was the medium through which Islam found tis first as well as its most 
important expression so far. 


Similarlyin culture, "Arab culture" remained close to Islamic culture. However, 
a merger between them did not take place. Not only did Arab culture encompass 
Islamic literature, it also included "literature that was unrelated to the Islamic 
religion." On the other hand Christian literature was quite prolific. "The 
Christian Arab heritage," which is reemerging now from oblivion, contains the 
works of hundreds of writers, poets, philosophers, and Christian theologians. 
These days “Christian Arab works" in various fields are still coming out in 
abundance. 17 











Despite the fact that there was no merger of the Arab and Jalamic cultures, their 
intergradation was and still is quite considerable so that some Moslems cannot or 
o>» not wish to distinguish between them. They consider non-Arab Islamic culture 
seciund class and non-Moslem Arab culture extraneous, suspect or threatening to 

Arabis» or Islam. Some Christians also fear Arab culture because of its Islamic 
nature. ‘They try to acquire western culture because of its "Christian nature" so 
they can mafntain their “origins, their characteristics and their identities." 


What is said abOut Arab culture is being said about "Arab civilization" with 


regard to the fac® that Islamic civilization is steeped in it. Regarding “Arabism," 


“Arab nationalism" and “Arab unity" the problem becomes more diverse, sensitive 
and dangerous. However, some people are still incorporating Arabism and Islam 
fully, and some Moslems are still proclaiming slogans and writing them on the 
Walls of buildings in Beirut, such as "Arabiem is the vYody and Islam is the 
spirit." Most of the Arab countries are still proclaiming in their constitutions 
that "Islam is their religion” or that "the religion of thelr presidents is Islam." 
Some are still inferring from traditional interpretations of the Koran that "Islam 
is the religion and the state." It is also still possible for the head of an 
Arab state who believes in Arabism and strives for unity to ask Arab Christians 

to become Moslems. The reaction of some Christians is still one of incorporating 
Arabism and Islam and then rejecting both. 


On the other hand, some Christians were enthusiastic about Arabism during the 
Renaissance. They worked for Arab unity for two reasons: first, they wanted to 
get rid of “the colonialist Ottomans; in this respect they were in agreement with 
fellow Moslems who were fighting for their autonomy and then for full independence. 


Second, they wanted to free themselves from "Ottoman Islamic rule" which con- 
sidered non-Moslems free subjects, but second class citizens. Some Christian 
Arabists still see these two reasons as interrelated. Therefore, the reaction 
of some Moslems is still one of fear from Arabism because it is, in part, against 
Islam. 


When Arabism is associated with "secularism," ani the latter is considered to be 
atheism, a call for liberation from religion or a means to a western style 
society, those Moslems become apprehensive about religion-—-every religion. But 
they become especially apprehensive about the Islamic religion, and they fight 
both secularism and Arabism. On the walls of Beirut we read this slogan: "No 
to sectarianism; no to secularism; yes to Islam." 


When Arabism is associated with contemporary ideologies, especially Marxism, 
which is considered by many to be essentially atheistic and destructive of every 
religion; when essays and books criticizing the Islamic religion are based on 
historically materialistic and dialectic assumptions; and when these essays and 
books view the Islamic religion and every religion as a stage in one of the 
backward or delaying stages in the history of humanity, fears of Arab nationalism 
grow. When either western or eastern imperialism appears behind some movements 
of Arab nationalism, these fears also increase. Western or eastern imperialism 
are using these nationalist movements because they want to retain or return to 

a position of power and economic colonialisn. 
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If collective action is divested of faith in God and in the everlasting on the 
basis of the fact chat Islam consists of faith and righteous action, Islam will 
no longer be Islam, but it will rather become one of the past or contemporary 
political ideologies and movements [leaning towards} the right or the left, or 
it will be used to justify whatever kind of government exists in every Arab or 
Islamic country. The regimes in those countries differ and vary considerably. 
In fact they differ in the same country from one time to another and from one 
revolution to another. It is true [indeed] that the Islamic faith is not merely 
a spiritual religion; it manifests itself in all the affairs of the world. But 
it only manifests itself in those affairs, and does not become those affairs. 
It is the spirit in the body and not the spirit that becomes the body. 


God creates harmony among the hearts of people. But with all the money in the 
world--and not only the oil money--the human will cannot create harmony and unity 
between Arabs and Moslems. This does not mean that Arabs have to abandon Arab oil 
or petrodollars, but it means that money without faith is one of the reasons for 
the collapse of unity and the decline of all values and morals. True faith with 
considerable amounts of money can achieve justice, mercy, equality and unity not 
for the sake of fighting non-Arabs and non-Moslems--"because all people are the 
children of God"--but for the good of all humanity. If it is true that there is 
no coercion in religion," and that the essence of religion is freedom and personal 
freedom, objectivity would mean [acknowledging here that |] everything in the Arab, 
Islamic and other societies prohibits these freedoms. If freedom actually becomes 
the essence of religion, Moslems and followers of the revealed religions will be 
able to respond to those chapters in the Koran that call for a dialogue between 
{the followers] of the revealed religions. Verbal warfare in religion between 
Moslems and Christians would then be eliminated, and instead of these "problems" 
which Arab countries have been suffering from since the Middle Ages, peace for all 
humanity based on conviction and spiritual interaction would reign. Millions of 
Arabs who are atheists in theory or in practice will also have an opportunity to 
re-analyze the reasons for their atheism and to rediscover that “nothing is worth 
living for but God and man “who was created in God's image as His descendant on 
earth." 


If the essence of Arabism is civilization and nationalism; if some of its com- 
ponents antedate Islam; if many non-Moslems, or in fact nonbelievers, subscribe 

to it as a cause; if “blending” or “separating” it from the Islamic religion for 
political and economic reasons are behind "the problems" that are profoundly 
affecting large sectors and preventing harmony and unity among the citizens of 

the same homeland and the same nation, then making “a distinction" between Arabism 
and Islam without blending or separating them would be the way to alleviating or 
removing these “problems. Making such a distinction meaue [recognizing] that 
Islam is a religion and Arabism is a nationality. Islam is a religion that united 
the Arabs and contributed to Arab civilization in a unique way. But Islam is not 
Arabism, nor is Arabism Islam. Islam is a religious value in and of itself and 
needs no additional value. Arabism is a worldly entity to which Moslems, 
Christians and non-believers have contributed and are still contributing. Arabism 
is not exclusive to anyone. "Islamic faith" alone can unite Moslems, but it 
cannot unite the Arabs. It is “faith in Arabism" that can unite the Arabs. 

The use of Arabism by Christians as a weapon against Islam and Islamic unity is 
futile and harmful to both Moslems and Christians. Arabism and unity must become 
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the objective of all those who live in Arab countries; this would serve them and 
serve humanity. The fact that Moslems use Arabism as a cover for Islam and a 
weapon against Christians is also a futile and harmful [exercise] to both Christians 
and Moslems because Arabism is the end and not the means. Similarly, the fact that 
Arabs use Islam as a political weapon to serve their objectives and the objectives 
of foreigners who support them is a violation of the sanctity and value of Islaw; 

it is also an admission of their impotence without this weapon. It is an error 


in their political and military assessments, and it promotes intellectual chaos 
and sedition in Arabism and in Islan. 


Making a distinction between Islam and Arabism makes them [both] capable of 
maintaining all the positive attributes of their historical interaction. Under- 
standing the essence of Arabism will prepare all Arabs for becoming a single nation 
from the ocean to the gulf--a nation that knows how to use Arab oil for the Arabs 
and for serving the world, especially the Third World, a nation that knows how 

to use Arab oil for the integrated, comprehensive development of Arab countries 
that would prepare the Arabs for the future when the oil wells, which will have 
caused many wars, will be depleted. Such wars have begun breaking out in Iraq 

and in Iran, and the fire may spread into other countries. 


Man cannot worship money, nationalism, and ideology, a culture, a civilization or 
religion itself. Man can only worship God who frees man from these idols so he 


would not be enslaved by them and lose his sense of worth as God's descendant on 
earth. 


In'am Ra'd 


This subject is being thrust at a time when the Iraqi-Iranian war is raising the 
possibility of a confrontation between the two major terms after it seemed that 
the [ranian Revolution was going to bring them together. But we must first go 
Back to the basic concepts. 


From the standpoint of a frame of mind that is nationally and socially committed, 
I believe that there is some distinction and at the same time some integration 
between the two major meanings. The approach in integrating the two terms can 
only come about on the basis of separating them. The opposite, however, did and 
would lead to the absolute separation of the two or even to confusion, conflict 
and a repture of relations. According to what Antun Sa‘adah laid down in his 
teachings, especially in his book, "The Two Messages of Islam," the foundation 
seems evident: it is to separate religion from the state or to base the concept 
of nationalism on sociology and on the science of the birth of nations. This 
affirms that the bond between man, the earth and the unity of life that is created 
on the national territory is a fundamental national bond. It affirms that the 
national objective is the establishment of a secular society based or a scientific 
determination of the rise of the state and on the foundation that the process of 
the creation of nations will continue among all peoples and will integrate them 
without consideration of ancestry, race or religion through the unity of national 
life. It is on this basis that Sa'adah suggests [the notion of] integration when 
he studies religion from two angles: religion as a social phenomenon inevitably 
affected by the continuing heritage of society and, in turn, affecting and strength- 
ening society; and religion as a matter of personal faith and conviction. 
Individuals have the right to believe or not to believe the religion they wish. 
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It ia chus that Sa'adah sets up [his notion of] linkage and integration in Islam 
whose Christian and Mohammedan messages constitute the more magnificent aspect 

of our cultural and spiritual heritage. The differences between these two 
messages do not lie in their search for righteousness, in the worship of a single 
God or in higher spiritual purposes and objectives. The differences are rather 
the product of the compositions of different societies which had the experience 
of these revelations. 


From this viewpoint [slam becomes an inseparable part of our national heritage: 
we are complemented by it, and it is complemented by us. It may constitute the 
more significant and the more splendid aspect to which we are devoted not on the 
basis of sectarian affiliations, which are numerous with us, but rather on the 
basis of a spiritual, cultural concept which is tied to the development, the 
interests and the heritage of society. On this basis Islam is no longer the 
religion of Mohammedan Moslems only, but it is the Islam for all the citizens of 
our nation, whether they are Christians or Moslems. Islam would no longer be 
religious, except in the sense of surrendering oneself to the one God who encom=- 
passes all our monotheistic religions. Accordingly Sa'adah said, “We are all 
Moslems: some of us surrendered ourselves to God through the Bible; some of us 
surrendered to God through the Koran; and some of us surrendered to God through 
wisdom." Islam would thus become a spiritual unifying force and a cultural power 
shared with other secieties. In this context we have repeatedly advocated the 
restoration of regard to the heritage of the Eastern Syrian Church of Antioch as 
part of our civilization and our heritage. This resturstion of regard is needed 
at this stage during which the conspiracy is trying to ritle with the minorities 
and even to turn them ino Zionists after making them feel alien in their own 
Societies. Islam is our window to a vast world that learned about Islam from 
Arabism. This is a resource that should not be squandered provided that we do 
not confuse the matter internally and consider anyone who does not adopt the 
Mohammedan message of Is'am to be outside Arabism. In fact, the opposite should 
be true: Islam is to unite us with others, not to separate us from each other 
within our societies. 


It is Arab leadership of the [Islamic world that is required and not the replace- 
ment of an Arab league b\ an Islamic league or a national league. Saving 
Christianity from Zionism in the West should be our mission in the world as it 
is our mission for ourselves to prevent [the effort] to turn our people into 
Zionists. 


With this concept we can define situations. 


First, Islam was used by reactionaries just as Christiar:*y was used by them as 

a tool for making nations surrender to the rule of “y ants, accept the status 

quo and be satisfied with backwardness. This was justified as yeilding to fate. 
This concept is inimical to Islam. A reactionary class traded in it just as a 
reactionary class in the west traded in Christianity for a certain period of time 
in the interests of the monarch. Zionism is now trying to trade in Christianity 
and to claim that it is protecting it when [in fact], it is inimical to its 
essence and its cause. 
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Second, the Lealamic Conference and ihe Lelmaic League were nurtured by reactionaries 
that wanted that [religious] bond to replace that of national interests. The 
Islamic Conference was set up against ‘Abd-al-Nasir when he launched hia war 
against the alliances, The Islamic Conference shuddered against Afghanistan, but 
it did not propose practical measures that would have shaken up the West after 
Jerusalem was Judatzed. It was satiafied with brandishing suggestions that had 
the glitter of slogans but lacked the tmpact of a decision. If this political 
Telam were serious about the subject of Palestine, it would have ordered a reduc- 
tion in ofl production; it would have reconsidered trading in dollars; and it 
would have rateed the problem of available funds. Burt political Islam has proven 
that it te quite remote from all this and that [ite stance) was no more than an 
diveraton to distract use from the essence of the struggle. The Islamic League 

ie not satiefied, as those who subscribe to it present it, with ite agreement 
with White House plans, but it rather tries to diminish the value of the Arab 
confederation and to dissociate itself from it eo it can make the Islamic Con- 
ference, ae is the case today, a substitute for the Arab League. The light of 
truth would then shine ae the factor that unites the word of Moslems. But a 
religious league within « single society was used repeatedly by reactionaries 
and by colontaliem as a tool for breaking up that society. This was how the 
Moslem Brothers were usec when they pitted religious fanaticiom against national 
fanaticiem and nationalicm. It is not strange that the outbreak of the Moslem 
Brothers coincided with (amp David. The case is the same with the Christian 
Brothers in Lebanon who betted on the forces that opposed victory for their 
cause against the entire heritage of nationalist Christians by national affilia- 
tion and national exploration. 


Third, the Lranian revolution linked Islam and Arabism. This made us support the 
Tranian revolution; however, the integration was not complete. The Iranian 
revolution demolished the throne of the Shah, took Iran out of the foreign sphere 
of influence and ellied it with the Arabs to liberate Palestine. It also brought 
down the exploitation of religion by the reactionary class and restored to it its 
regard. Consequently, the Iranian revolution was a principal factor in the 
integration of Islam and Arabiem. Therefore, the imperalist computer received 

a shock, and ite basic strategy stumbled. The winds of revolution began to blow 
over backward regimes, and the popular revolution emerged as a contemporary Islamic 
statement in the fact of rulers and sulcans who had been using Islam to shield 
themselves. 


On this basis we proclaired our support for the Islamic tide that opposed the 
forces of backwardness ani imperialism. We did so from our commitment to a 
national, social, secular faith. 


We must refer here to the phenomenon of traditional regimes in the Arabian 
Peninsula shuddering in front of the tide of the Iranian revolution. Their 
shudder was based on the fact that the Islam which the Iranian revolution was 
heralding is an Islam thet condemns reactionary classes and kings who trade in it. 
It is an Islam that insiscs on consultation and government of the people, and 

it considers the United States to be “the devil." In brief, barriers cannot be 














Ialam as a bond between foreign and Arab societies was supposed to have curbed 
the hoatile disputes which characterized the Shah's expansionist tendency in 
favor of fraternity, neighborlinesa and a dialogue that would have replaced 
controversy. 


The Iranian revolucion did not go all the way towards building the Iranian estate, 
getting {t out of [ite] indebtedness and [moving into a stage) dealing responsibly 
with the modern age. it rather continued to rage, and it remained in a etage of 
non-crystallization among the contradictory etatemente of ita leaders. Thies left 
no room for the development of a proper Islamic relationship with the Arabe that 
would have affirmed the course of peaceful dialogue and removed some of the trans- 
gressions of the bygone age against the Arabs and their borders. lUmperialiem took 
advantage of these gape to strike down the statement of Islamic-Arab integration. 
It is known that some Arabs had an opportunity to establish dialogue and spend 
time with the Lranian revolution instead of engaging in thie war of attrition. 


Fourth, the conflict that was unleashed by the [raqi-L[ranian war and the restora- 
tion of regard to hostility for Persians constitute a conflict whose basic bene- 
ficiary will be the United States. If a Yalta-style conference on ofl has not 
yet taken place, the door to it is now open, and this will help increase the 
United States’ hold on the gulf. The war that is going on now has given the 
light of truth a radiant appearance. The Iraqi army, deep inside our eastern 
front, is now preoccupied with the eastern borders, and the consequences of that 
undoubtedly constitute strategic loses in the long run. We are making this 
Statement from a more far-reaching outlook on the nationa!) question along with 
Our permanent emphasis on national rights in usurped territories, whether these 
be in Ahwaz or in Iskenderun. Our support for national rights in usurped 
territory would not allow us to take action to regain part of the usurped 
territory if that will lead to the loss of all the territory. 


Fifth, religion was [used as) a political weapon against the national cause and 
against social Liberation when colonialism manipulated it as an alternative to 
the national question and when feudaliss manipulated it as an alternative to 
social progress. But if religion, whic, is our spiritual heritage and our message 
to the world, is envisaged beyond being a substitute for nationalism, it will 
rather become a fraternal bond among numerous nations that support the national 
right of every nation and help it achieve social liberation. This is because of 
all missions, the religious mission was that which basically carried the slogan 
of revolution against iujustice in the interests of the oppressed. Religion 
rebelled against the merchants of the temple, and its rubric was the scourge of 
Christ. Religion also rebelled against the cyra:nyv and the feudalism of Quraysh 
by making piety the standard of righteousness and nor kiiuship or noble descent. 


Thus, when everything is put in its place, religion becomes victorious as a 
spiritual value in (people's) hearts and as a vantage point we use to look upon 
the world. 


We come to the conclusion that the nature of religion and the nature of Arabism 
cannot be antithetical if each of them stems from the premise of separation that 
[ultimately] leads to integration. 
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Whenever an incompatibility between Arabiem and Ielam appeared throughout history-— 
or as it seems to have appeared today in the wake of the [ranian-Iraqi ware the 
desires, tles and interests of rulers [are carried out) at the expense of nations 
and religton. It t# at the expense of Arabiewm chat imperialism and Zionism 


infilcrate (nations) to replace integration and harmony with estrangement and 
conflict. 


[17-23 Nov 80, pp 56-57) 


{Text} Joseph Mughayzal: Arabiem and Islam are travel 
companions; some are impelled to blend, mix and confuse 
them. 


Karim Marawah: The relationship between them is analogous 
to that between Arab liberation movements and the libera- 
tion movements of the Islamic nations in the East. 


Following [the statements) by al-Shaykh Muhammad Mahdi Shame al-Din, Munah al-Sulh, 
Karim Baqraduni, Rafiq Abu Yunis, Archbishop Gregoire Haddad and Ina'am Ra'd, 
Joseph Mughayzal and Karim Marawah express their opinions on relations between 
Arabiem and Islam. Are they incompatible or are they so interlaced that they 

are united? 


Joseph Mughayzal 


Arabism is a common term (used) to describe people whose native language is 
Arabic. The specificity of this definition is based on the older factor of 
cultural affiliation. Arabisem has another common denotation manifested in the 
attribute given to the residents of areas geographically known as the Arab 
countries. These stretch from North Africa to the Arabian-Persian Gulf. These 
countries are banded together in a regional organization called the Arab League. 
The specificity of this definition is based on the factor of geographical 
affiliation. This definition has been closely connected with the emergence of 
the Arab countries. Finally, Arabiem has a denotation that sigultaneously stems 
from it and competes with it. This denotation is expressed [in the ters), 

Arab nationalism. Its specific feature is that is was born in the Latter part 
of the last ceatury and it was expanded early in the 20th century. After World 
War Il it assumed the nature of a struggle, and it was established on the idea of 
@ nation on the one hand, and on confronting, colonialism as the agent of dividing 
this nation, on the other hand. Consequently, it was imperative for Arab 
nationalism to get out of this division and achieve national unity or a single 
Arab state. Whereas the cultural denotation of Arabism stimlates some debate 
that remains confined to circles known for their European inclinations and to 
circles that claim affiliation with a dual culture--especially a Franco~Arab 
culture and not a purely Arab culture--the geographic denotation of the term 
raises no objections to speak of. The cultural denotation, however, provokes 
more dispute, opposition md controversy. Some people insist on keeping Arab 
unity within the framework of an independent state outside any organized, con- 
stitutional unity. Others see the national appeal for unity as only an emotional 
motive whose translation into an organizational transformation is hopeless and 
needless. Others insist on a serious effort to achieve unity in the form of a 
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Single state. lt may be that Lebanon is the country where a relatively Larger 
segment of the population can be found who accept the firet or the second denota- 
tion of Arabiem, but reject the last. Or let ue say that Lebanon te the country 
in which such a position ts openly delcared, whereas it tse suppressed or concealed 
in other Arab countries. Pointing out the various aspects of a definition of 
Arabiem does not mean that each aspect te separate from the other. In fact, many 
people believe that the three aspects of the definition are interlaced and ultimt- 
ely flow into one product, attracting [people] towards an organically common 
historical march. 


What is lelam in thie context? 


We find that the response of intellectuals to that quest'on reveale complex 
problems and viewpoints which we must review. What motivates us to delve deeper 
into the concept of [ulam is ite tremendous dynamic quality which etill defies 
all expectations and analyses. Which one of us cannot recall the famous state- 
ment by (Raynan): “Islam may not survive to see the dawn of the 20th century?” 
If (Raynan) were living today, what would he think of his prediction? (Raynan) 
is gone, but Islam with ite great throng continues to move not only the world of 
Moslems, but aleo the entire world. Today, we are living in what the history of 
Third World nations may call the age of Islam. This Islam, in whose age we are 
living, is enveloped in mystery and beleaguered by questions. Will it be a 
factor in [our| backwardness or a factor for [our] progress’ Will it be a factor 
ef unrest or a factor of stability? Will it be a factor of cooperation or a 
factor of fragmentation? Will it be a factor of participation in the modern 
civilization of gan, or will it be a factor of contradiction, fragmentation and 
isolation? Will Islam add dimensions of understanding and equilibrium between 
spiritualism and materialisea, or will it add dimensions of confrontation, 
rejection and world division? 


Ever since the last century the Islamic world has been experiencing an internal 
and an external struggle that is characterized by various forms. 


A movement of renewal. Al-Afghani, Muhammad ‘Abduh, Qasim Amin, Lutfi al-Sayyid, 
Husayn al-Jisr and Muhammad Rashid Rida, etc. are in this Line. 


A movement to distinguish between Islam, nationalism and the state. Intellectuals 
such as Taha Husayn, leaders of the Ottoman Decentralized Administration party, 
Sati’ ai-Hasari, ‘Ali ‘Abd-al-Raziq, Khalid Muhammad Khalid and others have 
advocated [this course). 


A @ovement to keep Islam away from the state and even away from society. This 
movement found its expression in the establishment of the Turkish state by its 
leader Mustafa Kemal Ataturk who forced the secularization of his country and its 
total separation from the world of Islam or the East. 


A movement to join Islam and Arab nationalism. Many people have advocated this. 
Most recently, it was advocated by Mu‘ammar al-Qadhdhafi. 
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A movement to consider lelam the only constitution for society. This movement 
manifests iteelf in a conservative form in the regime of the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia and in a revolutionary form in the regime of the Islamic Republic of Iran 
led by Ayatollah Khomeyni. These two regimes agree on considering Islam the 
only authority for building the present and the future of soctety and of the 
world. 


Thus we see that in the world of Moslem the view of Islam is not uniform and has 
never been uniform throughout the ages. In fact, Moslems today do not have a 
clear and a uniform profound agreement which aay be considered representation of 
an Islamic theory or an lelamic view of the contemporary world or of the future 
of man. Today, Islam asserts iteelf and aoves [ahead], but it does not shed 
enough bright light to illuminate the way for Moslems or for the wide world. It 
is not enough for Moslems to affirm the excelience, the permanence and the accuracy 
of Islamic teachings for the ages to make them o practical model for the life of 
contemporary man. These teachings gust be very precise, clear and effective so 
as to meet the needs of present and future generations as well as present and 
future societies; they must walk alongside those needs. The teachings of Islam 
will become vital and effective when they become capable of being a law unto 
every man, every society and the entire human commnity. 


I and othere have had many opportunities to find out that Arabism is not Islam 
and that Islam is not Arabiem. Making a distinction between them does not mean 
that they are incompatible or that they contradict each other. They do in fact 
agree in many areas. 


Both are experiencing an age of awakening and self-awareness, searching for their 
origins after centuries of repression and alienation. 


Both are standing up against centuries of domination, distortion, misrepresenta- 
tion and humiliation. 


Both of them suffered considerably from western colonialism, and they are still 
suffering from the consequences of this colonialism, such as Zionism. There is 
nothing curious about such an awakening being characterized sometimes by reaction, 
rejection or antagonisa. 


Both of them are found in areas inhabited by nations striving for independence and 
progress and yearning for social justice, cultural equality and economic prosperity. 


Both are searching for their place and their role in today's world among the 
giante--the giants of power, science and organization--in an attempt to make up 
for centuries of backwardness. 


Arabiem and Islam have been natural travel companions suffering from the same 
problems and engaged in the same battle. It is not curious that some would be 
impelled by such compatibility to blend, mix and confuse them. 


Regarding my position on Islam and Arabism, I respond [to that question) as a 

Lebarese would: Arabisem is a natural attribute for the Lebanese. I am as much a 
Lebanese as | am Arab, and I am as @uch an Arab as | am a Lebanese. There is no 
incompatibility and there is no separation; there is rather profound integration. 








As a Christian I respond thac Ielam is part of ay heritage, wy personality and ay 
values; | am enriched by Lelam inasauch as | delve deeply inco it and approach it; 
and I enrich it inasmuch as I give to it of ay Christian heritage, of its person- 
ality and of ite values. We are striving to create 4 more humane and a more divine 
human being. We are atriving to build a prosperous soctety for the good of the 
Lebanese and the Arabs. If we were to turn the Lebanese, Arab, Islamic and 
Christian affiliations into movements and controversies, we will have lost Lebanon, 
Arabisma, [slam and Christianity. We will have lost ourselves. 


Karim Marawah 


The mere fact of proposirg the question of compatibility and separation between 
Arabism and Islam involves an error. This error lies in stating that there is 
common ground between Arabiem and Islam or in stating that they are separate. 
Arabism is a concept that denotes a movement of nations that are Arab and that 
are striving for their liberation and their national unity. islam, however, is 
a religion. 


It is true that Islam is the religion of the vast majority of people in the Arab 
countries, but ever since the birth of the Arab Nationalists Movement and through- 
out its long history, that movement has been the movement of all the Arab peoples 
with their various religions and denominations. {| am almost saying that it is a 
national liberation movement opposed to imperialism and not confined to Arab 
nationalism, but rather encompassing, objectively, in this context, all the ethnic 
gtoups that live in these countries. It is here then that the error lies. But 
how then is the problem to be presented? 


There is in fact a pending problem: it is that of the confusion that grew and 
evolved historicaily, sometimes spontaneously and sometimes inadvertently, in the 
relationship between Arabism and Islam. In some Arab countries, such as the Arab 
Maghreb to be specific, the struggle for national liberation from colonialism was 
linked with adherence to Islam as a religion, as a civilization and as a heritage 
in which the peoples of the Arab Maghreb found their ethnic identity. Islam here 
in this case was not merely a religion; it was a specific historical form of 
Arab ethnic affiiiation. 


But in other Arab countries, especially in the East, the situation was different. 

In those countries colonialism had had relative success in creating within the 
national liberation movement divisions and conflicts that were based on the sulti- 
plicity of religions and on the ethnic minorities. Among che forms and manifes- 
tations of these struggles are the denominational conflicts, the religious divisions 
and the ethnic wars that we are seeing now throughou. the “rab homeland. At present, 
these have almost overshadowed the real principal struggle between the Arab 

national liberation wsovement and imperialism, Zionism and reactionaries. Thus, 

the gost important objective reasons why the process of aational Liberation in 

the Arab world is complex and why the natural and legitimate aspirations of the 
Arab peoples for achieving their national unity [are stifled) become clear to us. 


The Arab bourgeoisie with all its groups and throughout all the stages of its 
class leadership of the Arab national liberation movement has proven its inability 
to accomplish its wissions. It has not been able to achieve full independence 
from imperialism and to sever all relations of subordination to it. It has not 
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been able to find a national solution to the Palestinian queation, to liberate 
national resources, to find a democratic solution to the problem of ethnic and 
religious minorities and .o achieve Arab unity. Ever since independence [was 
achieved) this bourgeoisie with its various regimes has maintained a firm position 
in ite permanent hostility for democracy. This became evident in the continued 
repression of the working class and their political and union organizations; in 

the confiscation of every role for the masses and in the damage done to their 
democratic organizations; in diligence in ignoring the national rights of minorities; 
and in the pursuit of a repressive policy that prevents the establishment of a 
@olution to this question. 


For these reasons the confusion got worse and we were faced with the necessity of 
restoring regard to the truth so that further confusion would not lead to further 
complications in the course of developing the revolutionary process in the Arab 
countries. It is known that the Arab national liberation movement is going 
through a crisis of leadership. This crisis is getting worse. This deterioration 
is presenting [the possibility of] the basic task of getting this movement out of 
ite crisis and finding a revolutionary alternative to its (present) leadership. 
|» Recep class and their organizations have a major responsibility to accomplish 
task. 


Inasmuch as this movement can take hold of a proper revolutionary program and the 
necessary tool of struggle to get out eventually from its crisis, it will be able 
to overcome the difficulties that are facing it; it will be able to get rid of 
the denominational conflicts, the religious divisions and the ethnic wars that 
deflect it from its normal course as a national and social liberation movement 
for Arab nations. All the confusion and the problems will then be eliminated, 
including the confusion between Arabism and Islam. The factors on which imperia- 
list and reactionary forces rely to arouse sectarian divisions will also be 
eliminated. The forces of backwardness in Lebanon will lose the elements they 
rely on for their ideas to promote the theory of “cultural pluralism," for example, 
as a formula with which they want to create conflict between Christianity and 
Arabism. Such conflict would be based on the erroneous and dangerous statement of 
establishing correspondence between Islam and Arabism. However, rejecting this 
erroneous statement does not deny the existence of some relationship between 
Arabism and Islam that gust be defined in historical terms. This relationship is 
one between the national liberation movement of Arab nations and the national 
liberation movements of the Islamic nations of the East. The movements are based 
on 4 common struggle against imperialism. Inasmuch as these nations constitute 

a part of the world revolutionary govement, they can play their full part in the 
development and progress of humanity. 
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ISLAMIC AFFAIRS 


ZIONIST, IMPERLALIST THREATS TO ISLAM DISCUSSED 


Kuwait AL-QABAS ir Arabic 20 Nov 30 pp 8, 9 


[article by Dr Sa'id ‘Ashuc: “The Fifteenth Centu.y Hegira: the Challen- 
ges of the New Century” | 


[Text | international Zioniem and Western and 
Eastern |‘ operialism Constitute Serious Chal lenge 
to islam. 


Determin ng Our Method of Action in Confronting the 
Challenges is More Important Than identifying Them. 
The Slogan, “Non Eastern and Non Western but Islamic" 
Is Inevitable at the Threshold of the New Century. 


In a previous article that was published in AL-QABAS on Sunday morning, 
the ist of Muharram, | indicated that in the flurry of celebrating the 
new Hegira century we must not forget to evaluate ourselves and to con- 
template the errors that Moslems committed throughout 14 centuries. [This 
exercise! would prepare us for a universal Islamic awakening and would 
enable us to benefit from the lessons of the past in our confrontation 
with present and future chal lenges. 


The fact is that the term, “challenges,” was repeated more than once 

in statements that were published or broadcast in the last few days on 
the occasion of celebrating the arrival of the 15th century of the Hegira 
calendar. However, no serious intellectual attempt to explain the kind of 
challenges that the Islamic nation was facing at this new stage of its 
life was perceived whenever this term was used. 


I do fear that these celebrations will go by and no open reference will 
be made to the most significant of these challenges. identifying the 
danger and determining its nature, its place c* origin and the con- 
sequences that may result therefrom will help us confront it, overcome it 
and avoid its evils. 


Let us begin our discussion of this subject by saying that the chal lenges 
which the Islamic sation is facing at this new stage--after having comp- 
leted with the wi!l of God 14 years of its prosperous life--are numerous 
and difficult to encompass in a hastily compiled press article such as 














this. These challenges are varied in their nature and in their origina. 
They may be spiritual and moral, military and political, economic and 
social. Some of them emerge from within Islam and others come from 
abroad. Some of them find their way to the nation of Islam from the West, 
whereas others approach it from the East. 


And yet the difficulty of enumerating these dangers and challenges [in 
this report] must not become an obstacle to making a brief mention of 
some of their characteristics. 


The Danger of International Zionism 


"You will find that the most implacable of men in their enmity to the 
faithful are the Jews and the pagans” [The Table: 82]. This verse is 
merely one of the articles of a noble law whose verses are wise and imper- 
vious to falsehood. God Almighty summarized in those verses the Jews' 
posture towards Moslems. Anyone who reads the 14 centuries of Islamic 
history will find it replete with incidents of treachery devised by the 
Jews not only against Moslems, but also against Islam as a doctrine and 

a law. 


We would not be exaggerating were we to say that if today we were to keep 
track of the political and economic conspiracies that are being devised 
in the East and in the West against Islam and against Moslems as well as 
the moral and ethical injuries [that are being perpetrated] against them, 
we would find Zionism behind all of them. 


The danger that Zionism poses to Islam and to Moslems in the 15th century 
Hegira--if the conditions of Moslems remain as they are--will not be 
confined to Jerusalem, to al-Aqsa Mosque and to the blessed land around 
them. Nor will the danger be confined to an intrusive state whose expan- 
sion from the Euphrates to the Nile is desired by the enemy. If Moslems 
do not become aware of the fact that this danger is real, they are to 
expect a stage in which the Zionist octopus will stretch its arms and 
insert its claws into the nation of Islam from West Africa to East Asia. 


In our opinion the Zionist threat does represent the primary chal lenge 
that is facing the nation of Islam as it begins the 15th century of the 
Hegira calendar. tt is a cultural, spiritual, intellectual, social, 
economic and political threat. 


“Much has been said and much has been written about that threat. As this 
new century begins, Moslems may adopt a new course to confront this chal- 
lenge: they may talk less and do more thinking and planning; they may 
write less and show more devotion to action. 


“Relievers, do not make friends with any men other than your own people. 
They will spare no pains to corrupt you. They desire nothing but your 
ruin. Their hatred is clear from what they say, but more violent is the 
hatred which their breasts conceal" ‘The Imrans: 118]. God Almighty spoke 
the truth. 














They cannot be Crusted or expected to keep a promise. One can neither 
conclude a truce or make peace with them. Hands off the holy places of 
Islam, the land of Lslam and the people of lalam, first. Let us then 
afterwards, discuss matters as equals. This is the law of Islam. 


Western Lperialiam 


Anyone who thinks that capitalise colonialiam did in facet turn its back 
to the land of Islam, carry its cane and depart from it is making an 
error. Many people rejoiced for obtaining what was portrayed to them as 
(their) independence, and they were delighted when they became members of 
the U'nited Nations where they were allowed to speak so a8 to vent their 
frustrations and complexes. Sut they forgot that when colonialism 
appeared to be departing, it merely changed the mask behind which it had 
been hiding, leaving its henchmen in every country it evacuated along 
with political, social, economic and religious problems that would enable 
it to continue its vicious policy. 


Colonialism left Palestine, but not before it had implanted in it a state 
for the Jews and enabled them to take possession of the land and to make 
its people homeless. 


Colonialism left Chad, but not before it had created a rift in society 
between the Moslem majority and the non-Moslem minority. 


Colonialiom left Zanzibar, but not before it enabled non-Moslems to 
massacre several thousand Moslems. 


Colonialism left India, but not before it piaced Moslems there at the 
mercy of the Sikhs, the Buddhists and those who worship the cow. 


Colonialism left the Western Sahara, but not before creating civil strife 
within the Islamic Front in Morocco. 


Colonialism left Sudan, but not before changing the configuration of 
South Sudan with its tremendous water, plant, animal and mineral 
resources and creating an ideological rift between the north and the 
south, leaving Norch Sudan with its sands and its dust to the Moslems. 


These are but few of many e>amples. 


In all the Islamic countries where western colonialism appeare’ to have 
departed, non-‘losliem minorities had been created. Western colonialism had 
educated them and »5ad raisec their social, inteilectual and economic 
standards. Colonialism turned these minorities into a force that con- 
trolled the destiries of an Islamic majority shackled by ignorance, 
poverty and disease after long years of domination by colonialism. 


Western imperialism has not given up the Islamic homeland. Western 
imperialism still exists, implementing its vicious plans against Islam 
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and against che I[alamic people. It thus constitutes a serious challenge 
which che Islamic nation must face with firmness as it stands at the 
threshold of che |5th century of the Hegira calendar. 


Rastern Imperialism 


Many insiat--out of ignorance or deliberation--on connecting imperia- 
lism with che West and ignoring the fact that eastern imperialism is no 
less dangerous to the doctrine and the nation of Islam than western 
imperialism is. The term, imperialism, has only one meaning: supremacy, 
control and expansion at the expense of others. Why then do we connect 
imperialiam to the West and forget about the East? 


Have we forgotten that Russia did enter the arena of colonialism as early 
as the 17th century and that it turned towards the Islamic nations in 
Central Asia, arrogating to itself one nation after the other so that by 
the time the 19th century drew to a close, Russia had gained control of 
all these nations’? This territory included glorious Islamic cities such 
as Tashkent, Samarkand, Bukhara, Kiev, (Maru) and other principal Islamic 
cities and regions. 


Why do we avoid saying that Russian ambitions in Islamic territories 
still exist when che image of the ugly [Russian) bear stands in front of 
us with the blood of its victims in brave Afghanistan dripping from its 
teeth? 


Have we forgotten that these Islamic countries which were subdued, 
forcibly annexed and forced by the Russians to accept an atheistic regime 
rejected by Islam did produce a group of leading Islamic thinkers and 
builders of the Islamic civilization? Among them are Hanifah al-Nu'man 
from Kabul; Ahmad ibn Hanbal who was born in the city of (Maru); 
al-Bukhari who takes his name from the city Bukhara; the great conver- 
sationalist Abu Dawud al-Sajastani; and hundreds of others, including 
Jamal al-Din al-Afghani in the 19th century. 


Why are we overlooking 60 million Moslems, who make up one fourth the 
population of the Soviet Union? They were subjected to the worst per- 
secution that any nation has been subjected to in history. This per- 
secution seeks to obliterate their divine doctrine, separate them from 
their roots and incorporate them by force into an evil, atheistic regime. 


Have Moslems all over the globe heard about those pamphlets thac were 
written by (Luzian Kasimovitch) to create doubts about Islam? These are 
pamphlets whose use in the instruction of Moslem children was made man- 
datory by the Soviet government to undermine the children's faith. The 
titles of som of these pamphlets are as follows: "There Never Was a 
Muhammad;" "The Harmful Consequences of Fasting in Ramadan;" “Against 
the Veil.” In addition, there is a pamphlet about the pilgrimage, des- 
cribing it as a form of backwardness and a vestige of reactionary 
policies. The book states that when the progressive movement assumes 
power everywhere in the Islamic world, it will abolish the pilgrimage. 
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Ia there a more dangerous and a more serious challenge co Islam than 
this one? To confront this challenge Moslems have to become aware of 
the step-by-step cactics that the Sovict government is following at 

present. The Soviet government is claiming that it has given Moslems 
[their] religious freedom, that it has allowed mosques to open and that 
Moslems in the Soviet Unton have formed their republics, each with its 

own entity, constitution, flag and national anthem, 


The only purpose of making these claims is to anesthecize Moslems outside 
the Soviet Union to give it the opportunity to penetrate these Moslem 
countries further and eradicate Islam under the guise of friendship. 

It behooves us here to refer to the Islamic Minorities Conference that 
was held in London only ? months ago--in September 1980. At that con- 
ference Mrs ('A'ishah Simoratova), a Moslem who has been expelled from 
her homeland, Tashkent, made a public statement in which she said, "The 
purpose of the Soviet Union's policy is to disperse Moslems throughout 
their vast narion. Moslems in the Soviet Union represent conquered 
nations who are si bjected daily to slavery, slaughter and imprisonment, 
and no one in the outside world is aware of what is happening to them. 
Every Moslem who stands up to call for his right and for the right of his 
people to live a \ife that is consistent with the teachings of Islam ends 
up being killed or imprisoned. The most that Moslems in the Soviet Union 
are hoping for is to be allowed to preserve their religion and their 
traditions anc observe their rites and their feasts. The destruction and 
demolition of mosques and the prevention of Moslems from performing the 
rites of their religion will never make them abandon that course which 
binds them to the heritage of their ancestors and their Islamic 
civilization.” 


Thus, if Moslems want to view the Islamic scene realistically and 
honestly as they stand on the threshold of a new century, they must look 
upon it with the came eyes. Let their slogan be “non-eastern, non- 
western, but rather Islamic.” 


Suspect interpret tions of Islamic History 


This is a challense of another kind; it is one that distorts the image of 
Islam and Moslems ind disparages their heritage, their past and their 
present. The challenge we are referring to here is that of the suspect 
interpretatiors of Islamic history. These are promoted by some modern 
schools of philosophy, such as the existentialists; by some atheistic 
schools, like the Marxists; or by those who have become known for their 
hostility to Islam, like the Zionists and some orientalists. 


An example of these interpretations--to mention one and not to list all 
of them--is the attempt to interpret the Islamic Arab conquests early in 
the age of Iisiam in purely materialistic, economic terms without giving 
any consideration to the spiritual factor that impelled Moslems to fight 
a holy war for the sake of God. Moslems welcomed losing their lives in 
battle because this was the shortest way they could take to paradise. In 
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this regard one of the biased European orientalists says, "The impulse 
behind the Arab conquests of the early days of Islam was the migration of 
an energetic group of people, forced by hunger and deprivation to abandon 
their arid deserts and to overrun countries that were more fertile and 
that belonged to neighbors who were more fortunate than they were." 


The Marxists pursued a constant, malicious line in interpreting Islamic 
history. In his dissertation on Islamic history for which he obtained a 
doctorate from the University of Moscow in 1966, one of those Marxists 
says [the following] about the impulse behind the Islamic Arab conquests: 
“The conquerors were brutal in their exploitation, especially in the 
Umayyad Age, and the condition of farmers and the rest of the toilers in 
the cities became unbearable." This red writer--and 1 do not say he is a 
historian--does in fact dismiss all the Islamic conquests as conquests 
“whose objective was to seize, to impose control and to obtain booty." I 
do not know what te would have to say if he wanted to speak about the 
Russian expansion that was carried out at the expense of Islamic ter- 
ritory and the Islamic people in Central Asia, in ‘urkestan, in the 
countries beyond the river and in Afghanistan! The same writer goes on to 
describe the most radiant ages of the Islamic caliphate dishonestly and 
shamelessly as having no other objective but that of "torturing, 
oppressing and exterminating the impoverished masses." 


We must tell the reader that this writer is an Arab who printed his book 
and is distributirg it in the heart of the Islamic Arab world. We met 

him in Baghdad abcut 7 years ago at a conference on Islamic Arab civiliza- 
tion. We taught him a harsh and a practical lesson in public when he 

tried at that conference to glorify himself at the expense of Islam. 


History is a [branch of] knowledge with a methodology. Honest judgment 
and truth are the most important cornerstones of this methodology. This 
is the most effective weapon which we can use to confront this serious 
challenge chat manifests itself in the suspect, biased interpretation of 
Islamic history. 


The Attempt To Revive Pre-Islamic Biases 


To discredit Islam and damage the unity of the Islamic nation some people 
have tried to revive aspects of the pre-Islamic past, such as promoting 
the worship of Pharoah and the gods of the Phoenicians, the Assyrians and 
others. This vicious propaganda is based on glorifying the distant past 
at the expense of Islam, seeking over a long period of time to tear up 
Islamic unity which is one of the basic cornerstones of Islam. 


If Islam made all the Moslems one nation, enjoining them to cling to 
their faith in God, this unity itself, in the view of the enemies of 
Islam, was a burdensome nightmare and an existing danger. 


If intentions were good, the unity of Moslems can turn Moslems into a 
power of some con: equence on the international scene, especially since 
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the Islamic world is not lacking in natural advantages. [Lt has an 
excellent central location, a varied climate that is closer to being 
temperate and vast and varied resources. 


Thus, the strongest weapon the enenies of Islam have to break up the 
unity of Moslems is that of glorifying the old racist attitudes and 
elevating the import of local biases so as to take back the countries 

fof Islam] and mankind as well to a state of fragmentation that is closer 
to the early ages of pre-Islamic paganism. 


This trend is related to the excesses we sometimes note in [efforts] to 
revive the pre-Islamic heritage of nations that had adopted Islam by 
calling this heritage folklore. 


The Danger of Distorted Doctrines 


One of the serious challenges which Islam and the nation of Islam are 
facing at this critical stage in history is represented in those 
distorted and extremist doctrines that claim to have ties to Islam. Some 
of these doctrines may consider themselves Islamic, and they may be 
considered by ignorant people to be Islamic. 


The multiplicity of denominations in every religion is a natural matter; 
it occurs because some sections of the religious law are interpreted from 
different points of view. Each group adopts a certain course in inter- 
preting one or the other section of the law, but all groups strictly 
preserve and fully respect the basic cornerstones of the religion. These 
remain firmly established, indisputable and not subject to interpretation. 


God Almighty says, "The only true faith in Allah's sight is Islam" [The 
Imrans: 19]. Cod Almighty [also] says, “He that chooses a religion other 
than Islam, ‘t will not be accepted from him and in the world to come he 
will be one of the lost" ‘The Imrans: 85]. The Islam that is being 
referred to here is the Islam that was revealed and the Islam that the 
Prophet Muhammad, may God bless him and grant him salvation, preached in 
its purest and most complete form. It is an Islam that has been stripped 
of every innovation, an Islam that is above any suspicion. There is no 
other deity but the Almighty and the Sublime God, and Muhammad is the 
father of Islam, the last one of God's prophets and His chief messenger. 


Some doctrines, however, did deviate from the principles and the spirit 
of Islam. They interpreted the words of Islam out of context, believing 
in parts of the Koran and not believing in others. They interpreted the 
provisions of Islam at will; thev confused the prophets; they mixed the 
divine books together and mixed them with other doctrines, coming out 
with a new blend that was quite remote from Islam and from the Islamic 
spirit. Some people even wrote books which they used instead of the Holy 
Koran. They called these books holy books and built for themselves houses 
of worship and religious retreats which they used instead of mosques and 
large mosques. 
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The danger here lies in the fact that those people appear to be Moslems, 
but they are not. They claim to represent some Moslem factions. Some 

of them, like the Baha'is, participate in international conferences and 
debates and are considered among the people of Islam. 


The danger of this challenge is spreading and intensifying every day. 
Moslems are to face this challenge honestly, firmly, openly and without 
flattery. 


Destroying the Classical Arabic Language 


Among the challenges that the Islamic nation is facing today is the 
attempt to weaken the classical Arabic language, to draw it away from its 
context, to subject it to erroneous interpretations and to let the local 
spoken dialects gain mastery over it. 


We are not oblivious to the fact that God Almighty honored the Arabs 

by choosing one of them as His last prophet and His chief messenger, 
may God bless him and grant him salvation. The Koran was revealed to 
Muhammad in a clear Arabic language which soon became a major pillar 

of Arab Islamic civiliracion and a basic foundation upon which Islam 
relied in spreading its message. The Arabic language is the intellectual 
linking tool between all Moslems all over the world. It would be hard 
to find a Moslem even in the non-Arab Islamic nations who did not know 
a few Arabic words. In addition, he would know a few verses from the 
Holy Koran which he would recite with the proper Arabic pronunciation 
when he performs the rites of Ielam. The Holy Koran can be read only 

in the Arabic language, the language in which it was revealed. Notwith- 
standing what is said about the fact that it has been translated into the 
various languages of the world, the sweetness of the Koran cannot be 
savored, its effect on the heart cannot be accomplished and its meanings 
do not become clear unless it is in its Arabic context. 


For these reasons the enemies of islam pointed their poisonous arrows 
against the Arabic language to weaken it and to do harm to it. Their 
only purpose in doing so was to weaken Islam and break up the unity of 
hoslems. In the Soviet Union the last vestige of the Arabic language 
among Moslems has been eradicated. In the colonies that were subject 
to western imperialism, colonialists fought the Arabic language in the 
media, in the institutions of learning, in government agencies and in 
the street. 


Thus the war that the enemies of Islam launched against Islam was accom- 
panied by a war against the Arabic language because of the eternal and 
everlasting tie between the two. It is unfortunate that today we find 
many people in some sections of the Arab homeland--and especially in 

the Arab Maghreb--who cannot speak, read or write Arabic well. Colonia- 
liam has departed from the country, but it did so after weakening the 
Arabic language in an attempt to tear out one of the roots of Islam. 
Colonialiom left its language in the country to draw and to tie the 
people to it. 

















It is also unfortunate to find that the Arabic language is being disowned 
by a few leaders of Islamic nations who appear to be clinging to European 
civilization, claiming that disowning the Arabic language is one of the 
aspects of progress. An example of this is what Mustafa Kemal did in 
Turkey when he replaced the Arabic alphabet with the Roman alphabet, 
Claiming that this was a means for reform, 


While colonialism in some Islamic countries resorted to reviving the 

old local languages as a means of challenging the Arabic language and 
breaking up the unity of Moslems, just as France did in its desperate 
attempt to revive the language of the Berbers in North Africa, some of 
the enemies of Islam in the Arab homeland resorted to another method. In 
a wily attempt to undermine the image of Islam, to demolish one of its 
basic pillars upon which Islamic civilization has relied and to cut the 
strong bond that tied its followers together, the enemies of Islam 
advocated the replacement of classical Arabic in the different Arab 
countries by local Arabic dialects. They advocated that the local dialect 
not only become the language of the street and the marketplace, but that 
it also become the language of science and education, the language of 
educators and intellectuals, the language of the media and government 
administration as well as the language of erudite and popular culture. 
They justified their malicious request by arguing that the Arabic 
language was difficult and that its grammar and spelling rules were 
complicated. Their long-range objective, however, is to obliterate the 
language of the Koran in preparation for obliterating the Koran itself 
and doing damage to the people of the Koran. 


Finally, among the challenges that the Islamic nation is facing as it 
enters into the 15th century Hegira are the doubts that are being raised 
about the suitability of Islamic law for practical application. 


lt may not be necessary to state that the provisions of Islamic law were 
revealed by God Almighty to His loyal prophet to regulate man's relation- 
ship to himself and to his God as well as man's relationship to his small 
community and to the larger society in which he lives. These provisions 
deal with the rites of worship, rights and duties, business relations, 
personal affairs and penalties. We derive these provisions from two basic 
sources: the first is the Holy Koran and the second is the noble 
Prophetic Tradition. 


A fair-minded student of the provisions of Islamic law would find in them 
several outstanding characteristics. The most important are precision, 
objectivity and sublimity on the one hand, and seeking the welfare and 
righteousness of the individual and society, on the other. Thirdly, 
Islamic law is universal, yet flexible and not impervious to progress. 
This makes it suitable for all times and all places. 


No matter how many new problems and unanswered questions Islamic society 
faces--problems and questions that did not exist in past ages--theolo- 
gical scholars would have no difficulty in finding solutions to these 
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problems and questions by analogy and individual judgement if no plain 
solution exists for them in the Koranic texts and in the Prophetic 
Tradition. Islam is quite proud of the fact that the doors have always 
been open to individual judgment. These doors have not been and will not 
be closed. Nowever, Che person who engages in individual judgment must be 
an honest scholar whose faith is sound. in this case Ielam rewards the 
person who comes forth with an intividual judgment: once if he errs and 
twice if he does not. 


In this regard the first conference of the Islamic Studies Academy which 
was held in the noble al-Aghar in 1343 Hegira (1963 A.D.) adopted a reso- 
lution stipulating that "The way to protect interests and to confront 
regenerative events is to select from the schools of jurisprudence those 
provisions that would do so. If there are no provisions to protect 
interests and to confront the regenerative events, collective judgment 
may fulfill chat obligation. If it does not, one then resorts to absolute 


judgment." 


There may be sufficient indications in all this that I[alamic law combines 
the exemplary quality and the universality of its provisions with the 
constructive ability to stay in step with [the variables of} time and 
place. Suffice it to say that Islamic law stems basically from divine 
principles that are embellished by perfection and truth. This makes 
Islamic law constitute a broad foundation for a society that seeks stabi- 
lity and justice. 





If Islamic law were adopted as the basis for legislative activity in the 
various aspects of our Islamic society, putting it into practice would 
enable us to remedy all the social diseases from which society is suf- 
fering. lt would enable us to correct all the deficiencies that we find 
in positive laws and legislation. Islamic law has a remedy for every 
ailment. 


But the enemies of Islam who are intent on bringing down the pillars 

of Islam do not hesitate to create doubts about the ability of Islamic 
law to stay in step with human cultural development. Therefore, they 

ask that positive laws be put into practice. These laws may be derived 
from French laws, from the old pagan Roman law or they may have been 
recently instituted by modern legislators who, no matter how much we 
honor them, can never approach the sublime quality of divine omnipotence. 


The campaign of doubts about the suitability of Islamic law for applica- 
tion is accompnied by a vicious destructive movement that seeks to under- 
cut the value of the noble Prophetic Tradition. Since the tradition encom- 
passes every statement, action or report attributed to the prophet, may 
God bless him and arant him salvation, and since God Almighty did say in 
His noble book "There is a good example in Allah's apostie,” is not this 
enough to make the prophetic tradition an immortal legacy from which all 
of humanity, and not only Moslems, can benefit? 








Out of ignorance of malice the enemies of lalam argue that the Prophetic 
Tradition was subjected to distortion during some decades of history. 
However, they forgot or they pretended to forget that no other branch of 
knowledge has had as much attention throughout the centuries as that 
given by researchers to the Prophetic Tradition. In this quickly compiled 
report we can only mention the monumental efforts undertaken by scholars 
of the Prophetic Tradition to study those traditions that have been 
attributed to the prophet, may God bless him and grant him salvation, to 
rank them carefully and to investigate and scrutinize them with regard to 
documentary proof and import as well a8 the circumstances of time and 
place. After major efforts these scholars were able to distinguish the 
authentic from the spurious and the false. After this serupulous sorting, 
the essential nature of the tradition appeared pure, unadulterated, non- 
suspect and indisputable, radiating faith to guide the people of [alam to 
the Day of Resurrection. 


Why then is this uproar about the Prophetic Tradition being contrived 

to deprive Moslems~<nay, all of humanity~--of a tremendous resource from 
whose bounty mankind can benefit ond by whose lessons they can be guided’ 
This uproar represents another one of the challenges obstructing the 
course of the Islamic nation. 


And then, as the people of Islam prepare to enter into a new century 

in the history of their nation, which God Almighty described as the best 
of nations, they find themselves facing numerous challenges. These were 
some but not all of them. In this discussion we chose some of the general 
challenges that obstruct the course of the islamic nation as a whole. 
This quickly prepared press report does not allow a discussion of the 
other challenges. In addition, there are local challenges which are more 
closely tied to a specific corner or a certain region. 


But what is even more important than mentioning the challenges is knowing 
what we will do to confront each one of then. 


We have explained some facts; will someone remember them’ 
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AFGHANISTAN 


LIBERATION FRONT'S NORDIC ENVOY SAYS USSR USING POISON GAS 
Oslo KLASSEKAMPEN in Norwegian 11 Dec 60 pp i, 2 
[Article by Eirik Rossen) 


[Text] The Soviet Union is using « new and unknown poison 
gos in Afghanistan. It is released in small bombs shaped 
like butterflies. But the guerrillas have taught people 

how to deal with the poison gas according to Asimtulla Mojad- 
dedi, Nordic representative for Afghanistan's national Lib- 
eration front. “Anyone who gets the poison gas on their hands 
or feet must cut them off immediately. Otherwise they will 
die. 


"The Russians are starting to abandon dropping bombs in the form of toys or 
clocks because the guerrillas have taught people how to detonate them with a 
detonating device. Wow they have gone over to another type--bombs resembling 
butterflies which spread an unknown poison gas.” 


Asimtulla Mojaddedi was named representative of the Afghanistan national lLibera- 
tion front in the Nordic countries a month ago. He showed us the remains of an 
exploded “butterfly bomb” and went on in fluent Danish: 





Cut Hand Off 


“These bombs are dropped by helicopter at short intervals. They are packed in 
boxes that come apart in midair to spread the bombs. Only a few of the bombs go 
off immediately. The rest fall to the ground. They look just like butterflies." 


The butterflies explode if the outer pair of wings or the “tongue” is removed. 
They do not explode if one grasps them by the inner pair of wings. 


When these bombs explode they release large quantities of foul-smelling smoke. 
Anyone who gets some of the smoke on him dies after a few days. The guerrillas 
have taught people to cut off a hand or foot if they get the substance on that 
part of the body. Otherwise they will die. Amother method is to dip the hand or 
foot in burning ofl. This is extremely primitive but has proven to be effective. 








Unknown Poison 


"We have shown remnants of the bombs to experts in Pakistan but they were unable 
to find out what the bombs contained. Now the United Nations has resolved to 
investigate the use of chemical weapons in Afghanistan, If « commission comes to 
Pakistan we can show them large quantities of ‘butterflies.'” 


Mojaddedi feels the situation in his homeland is very serious. In Europe people 
don't think quch is happening in Afghanistan, But the war is hard on the new 
Soviet offensive. 


"The liberation fighters have seized many Russian weapons. That doesn't meet all 
their needs but the situation is only critical with regard to the lack of anti- 
aircraft weapons. Morale is high and there is more disagreement [as published) 
among liberation fighters than among Afghan organizations abroad. 


“There has been a positive change among the people in the country. They are no 
longer afraid of the Russians. Even the children in Kabul show their attitudes 
by boycotting Russian milk. Schoolgirls in Kabul have defied Russian machine 
guns to demonstrate their patriotism, 


Newspapers 


"The group | am with in Denmark, the Afghan Refugee Aid Committee, publishes a 
6-page newspaper each month in the Afghan language which is sent to Afghanistan 
and distributed there. No newspapers are published in that country, but flyers 
and pamphlets are issued. So the people can keep up with what is happening. 


"My organization has said we will accept all kinds of help as long as there are 
no strings attached and this includes help from countries Like the United States. 
But so far we have not received any assistance from the United States. Egypt 
also said it would help us but we haven't seen any evidence of that yet." 
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ALGERIA 


APN DEBATES ACTIONS TO TAKE AFTER OIL WELLS RUN DRY 
Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 14-15 Nov 80 p 3 
[Article by B. Taouchichet | 


[Text] Debates on the 1981 Appropriations Bill, which coin- 
cides with the placing in operation of the 5-year plan, were 
started last Wednesday following an opening presentation to 
the National People's Assembly [APN] by M'Ahmed Yaha, member 
of the Central Committee and minister of finance. The plan 
prepared by the Planning and Finance Committee of the APN, 
which contains a certain number of amendments to the provi- 
sions of the 1981 Appropriations Bill, was the basis of the 
principal activities of the deputies. 


With respect to the budgetary structure of the Appropriations 
Bill, the principal provisions were described by the report 
on the bill. 


First, it is necessary to alleviate the heavy reliance on 

oil revenues which are on the rise again this year, under- 
scoring once more the sharpness and importance of the debate 
on what has come to be known in Algeria as the “after-oil" era. 


Forecasts of revenues for 1981 are estimated at 68.105 billion dinars. 011 
revenues which will be up 45.4 percent compared to this year represent 68 per- 
cent of anticipated revenues. In other words, the resources constituted 
through the sale of hydrocarbons in 1981 will total 46.180 billion dinars, 
based on production of 56 million tons of crude oil and condensates (6 mjllion 
tons of which are earmarked for domestic consumption), some 47 billion of 
natural gas and a volume of liquid natural gas equal to 750 million BTU's. 
Comparatively, ordinary revenues which are experiencing relative stagnation 
total 20.290 billion dinars with an increase of 11.8 percent compared to 1980. 
This situation, therefore, interposes the strategic urgency of reestablishing 
the major balances in the economy, an objective set by the 5-year plan. 


What is more, the forecasts for budgetary expenditures contained in the 198) 
Appropriations Bill which total 67.267 billion dinars (plus 32.1 percent com- 
pared to the preceding year) are distributed between the operating budget which 
has been granted a financial package totaling 35,667 ,632,000 dinars and the 
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equipment budget with 32.9 billion dinars, an increase of 36.7 percent. In the 
forecasts of budgetary expenditures for 1981, one should noc lose sight of the 
fact that the oil revenues part of the package, it has been emphasized, consti- 
tutes the principal resource, 


In his speech before the National People's Assembly, the minister of finance 
noted, “The product of exploitation of hydrocarbons indeed represents the sole 
resource to face up to the import of goods and services needed for the function- 
ing of the economy and enlargement of the infrastructures of the productive base’ 
and, on theother hand, “In an increasingly greater proportion, this product also 
represents an important share of the revenues allocated to the operation of the 
state services and price support.” Yala also recalled, in a related connection, 
"The structure of our exports is characterized by dependence on a single product 
which in addition is nonrenewable...." 


This dependence is, therefore, that of the national economy vis-a-vis the world 
market with its constraining, indeed prejudicial mechanisms, accentuated by the 
flow of imports which is continually increasing “as concerns part of the food 
products (plus 45 percent) and, on the other hand, capital goods (plus 33 per- 
cent)."” Concurrently, we are experiencing an inflationary price rise on the 
world market in both products and services. What is more, the effects of ero- 
sion are making themselves felt on export products. “It is worthwhile to once 
again call attention to and at the same time deplore the pressures to which 
countries importing basic food products are subjected...for which the terms 

of exchange are determined by a handful of large exporting countries, to their 
advantage.” This situation takes on significance only when Yala speaks about the 
broad opening to foreign countries of the national economy, of the trend to an 


“import economy." 





Such problems which are political in nature, can, therefore, only be posed in 
political terms because they have a relationship with the political indepen- 
dence of countries. Within this framework, efforts are planned for the contin- 
wal reduction of the foreign debt. The public debt is about 2,947.6 billion 
dinars. 


The Need for Tax Reform 


In a related conmection, it should be noted that in the 1981 Appropriations Bill 
there is a bias toward the reshaping of the ordinary tax sector deriving from 
the idea that the level attained by this sector does not permit coverage of the 
entire operating budget, for example. "The relative et xgnation in the ordinary 
tax sector is due basically to distortions and imbalances which affect our pro- 
duction apparatus and to the weakness of production and productivity.” 


Therefore, it is a question “of a reform of our tax system to adapt it to the 
changes in our economy.” 


In the debates on Thursday on the provisions of the 1981 Appropriations Bill, 
several deputies offered comments and suggestions envisioning the dynamization 
of the production apparatus. Other speeches involved the policy of price 
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support the total for which is 2,325 billion dinars and local taxation. In his 
speech, Mr Hegni, who noted that the import of wheat and flours “totale 30.5 
million,” said that we must not continue to live off ofl income, adding that im- 
ports should be limited to the most necessary goods. He also mentioned the need 
for reviewing al! aspects of the problems in agriculture in the sectors of its 
organization and its management of the agricultural cooperative relations and 
specialized structures. He also raised questions about the self-management 
sector and the output of certain cooperatives. 


Article 94 of the Appropriations Bill states in particular: “fresh lamb and beef 
meats” are exempt from custome duties. According to this provision, exemption 
from customs duties would be translated into lower consumer prices for imported 
fresh meate of 4 to 5 dinars. On this question, one deputy asked for details 
about the quantities of imported meats, the regions to which they are distributed 
and the social categories which buy these meats. Also, he said that these meats 
did not benefit low-income workers. He demanded the reestablishment of taxes on 
these products, a point of view not shaved by all. It should be noted that in 
Article 94 frozen meat is not covered.” In the same article, coffee, one of the 
products which benefits from the price support policy was the subject of a speech 
that came close to 4 polemic. Application of the real prices of coffee is a 
measure which does not have approval. As with sugar, consumption of coffee has 
increased. 


The unlawful diversion of large quantities of these two products doubtless has 

a lot to do with the strength of the demand for them. An increase in the prices 
of these products for some individuals seems to be a solution to eliminate 

such illegal diversions. 


However, Mr Kahoul, a deputy, gave a contrary opinion. He said inthis regard 
that those who engage in unlawful diversion activities should be penalized. 

He said that such persons can only obtain large amounts of coffee because they 
are in collusion with the offices responsible for its distribution. In another 
development, some of the tax provisions of the 1981 Appropriations Bill are 
designed to strengthen the resources of local communities. 
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* The minister of finance answered this question by announcing additional im- 
ports next year and the purchase of refrigerator trucks to expand the meat dis- 
tribution sector to the most depressed regions. Similarly, measures providing 
incentives for livestock raising are in the process of implementation. 
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ALGERIA 


1981 APPROPRIATIONS BILL PRESENTED 
Algiers EL. MOUDJAHID in French 14-15 Nov 80 pp 2-3 


[Text] Algiers (APS)--The complete text of M'Hamed Yala's report to the National 
People's Assembly, which on Tuesday began examination of the 1981 Appropriations 
Bill, is as follows: 


"Once again it is a signal honor for me to present to you in the name of the 
government the 1981 Appropriations and Budget Bill which has been the subject 
of extensive and productive debate in the Finance and Planning Committee of 
your august assembly. 


"The documents presented to you today and those dealing with the 5-year plan and 
with its annual tranche for 1981 give me the opportunity to briefly explain to 
you the principal features which characterize our country's financial situation 
and which necessarily are the basis for the content of the Appropriations and 
Budget Bill. 


"The domestic and foreign financial balances, within the framework of which are 
inscribed the functioning actions of the economy and public services as well as 
those having to do with the expansion of our production capabiiities and econo- 
mic and social infrastructures, express the government's wish to simultaneously 
continue the development effort undertaken for several years to implement the 
selection and adaptation measures necessary to reconcile our needs and our human 
and material resources." 


Financial Equilibrium Linked to Production and Good Management 


"The effecting of these equilibriums of necessicy and above all will involve a 
stepped-up effort in production and the organizatioc- of management, supported 

by a substantial increase in savings at the state and economic agents level and 
a limitation of our imports to essential needs to safeguard our political inde- 
pendence and ‘to not Live economically at the expense of the nonrenewable wealth 
constituted by our of] and gas.' That was emphasized in this same arena by the 
president of the republic, secretary general of the party, in his message on the 
state of the nation. 


"In fact, without the conjunction of all these efforts, pressures will not fail 
to impact upon prices and, consequently, upon the purchasing power of citizens 
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and, obviously, upon our foreign indebtedness, wiping out the gains in this 
sector during 1980, 


"The principal characteristic of the resources plan continues to be the clear 
predominance of hydrocarbons in the makeup of state revenues. With nearly 96 
percent of our import revenues from merchandise and nearly 60 percent of total 
revenues, the product of exploitation of hydrocarbons indeed represents the sole 
resource to offset the import of goods and services needed for the functioning 
of the economy, the expanding of the infrastructures and the productive base. 
Partially, but in an increasingly large proportion, this product also repre- 
sents an important share of revenues allocated to the functioning of state 
services and price supports. 


"Inthe public finance sector, if budgetary economies are maintained at their 
1980 level, still thanks to oil revenues, by virtue, however, of a slight devel- 
opment of other treasury resources and the size of the charges incumbent upon it 
under the heading of financing of state and enterprises investments and under 
the heading of the financial restructuring of such investments, the overall 
equilibrium will mandatorily require increased recourse to monetary financing." 


For Austerity in Management Expenditures 


"The compression of expenditures in the operating budget to the essential needs 
derives from the state's desire to increase budgetary economies for the alloca- 
tion of real resources to investment and equipment and thereby reduce the recourse 
to monetary financing. It is imperative that the same concern for austerity 
animate the socialist enterprises in the limitation of their management expen- 
ditures to the strict minimum necessary for the functioning of the production 
apparatus. Absolute rigor in the limitation of expenditures of state services 
and enterprises should be the rule so as to be able to allocate real resources 
in economies to the vast reconstruction program in disaster areas in the 
Al-Asnam region thus materializing an effective solidarity with the people who 
have suffered from the earthquake. 


"In this budget, representing an increase of about 20 percent over that of 1980 
since it totals M billion dinars in 1981, the predominant activity continues 
to be the strengthening of the means necessary for education and training in 
all sectors. By increasing the budget by over 2.5 billion dinars; i.e., about 
30 percent compared to !980, the state's action indeed signifies the pursuit of 
the continued effort undertaken in this sector for the last several years which 
affects the different sectors: grammar schools, mid-level and higher education, 
professional and specialized training, etc. 


"Secondly, the operating budget expresses the scope of the state's social activ- 
ity. With a package of supplementary credits in excess of 1.3 billion dinars, 
compared to 1980, significant improvements should be registered in 1981 in the 
sector of sanitary action and on behalf of the moudjahine and benefit-eligibles 
[ayant droits]. In this sector, the state continues to grant sizable subsidies 
for support of the prices of prime necessity goods, thus protecting the purchas- 
ing power of citizens, in spite of the sharp increase in the import prices of 
these products. 

















“However, it is worthwhile to once again call attention to and at the same time 
deplore the pressures to which countries importing basic food products; e.g., 
cereals, continue to be subjected, products for which the terms of exchange are 
determined by a handful of large exporting countries, to their advantage. 


"In fact, it will only be at the price of our liberation from food dependency 
that a serious guarantee of availability of these products cto our people is 
obtained, 





"Finally, the increase in budgetary credits under the category of ‘Means and 
Services’ results principally from the impact for a full year of the upgrading 
of allowances and wages approved at the end of 1979 and the picking up of the 
product of the formation actions undertaken previously." 


A Sustained Effort on Behalf of Educa. ion and Training 


"Such are the broad outlines of the operating budget which, therefore, continues 
to be strongly characterized by the fundamental orientations of the country's 
political organizations in the sector of education and training, social action 
on behalf of our people and the harmonization of wages. 


"The financing of the activities of this budget is essentially revenue~-based. 
However, as has already been pointed out, the trend already observed in prior 
years involving allocation of an increasingly large share of oil revenues to 
cover expenditures of the operating budget is reinforced even more in 1981, 
and this aspect of things tends to become structural. 


"State revenue forecasts amounting to 68 billion dinars takes into account a 
favorable development of the hydrocarbons market situation, as we will see in 
greater detail, within the framework of our foreign trade balances. 


"Of course, nonoil resources follow the development of the gross domestic pro- 
duct [PIB] apart from hydrocarbons; however, it is essentially in the sector 
of indirect taxation, linked to the volume of activities, that the growth in 
taxes continues to be in correlation with the PIB, the evolution of revenues 
Linked with the assessment of direct taxes, aside from the tax on allowances 
and wages, translated by a still insufficient financial accumulation from the 
productive sector, thereby necessitating greater expertise on the part of our 
enterprises in the maturation and realization of their investments and in the 
utilization of the tools of production." 


Objectives of Proposed Measures 


"It is also with a view to better grasping the basis for taxation which comes 
within the framework of the tax measures contained in the 1981 Appropriations 
Bill. These measures also translate the progressive action already undertaken 
for the reform of our tax system within the framework of simplification of 
assessment techniques, the taking into account of the country's economic and 
social objectives, of greater tax justice and, finally, of the fight against 
fraud and tax evasion. 
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"The principal measures proposed have the following objectives: 


"=--—Development of nonwage tax revenues through unification of the field of 
application of the tax law, reduction of the rate scale of certain taxes such 
as the tax on industrial and commercial profits (BIC), the reworking of the 
supplementary income tax (ICR) rates. 





«Strengthening the finances of local communities through reform of the real 
estate tax and the entertainment tax, withdrawal [cession] of the allowances 
they have been granted, exemption of local businesses from payment of certain 
taxes during the first 5 years of their activity. 


"=-Generalization of the exemption for taxpayers whose annual incomes do not 
exceed 12,000 dinars. 


"All these actions, therefore, fall within the framework of the vast process 
already begun which we will continue in the coming years to improve the tax 
techniques and adaptation of our tax system to a changing economic and social 
environment." 


The Role of the Banking System Will Be Considerably Strengthened 


"The product of this tax system, after payment of the state's operating expenses, 
will be allocated in its totality to the financing of state equipment and financ- 
ing programs, local communities and enterprises and to the financial requirements 
of enterprises within the framework of the reorganization and consolidation of 
their structures to improve their performance in production and productivity. 


"The financial cost to the Treasury produced by implementation of this program 
will be in the neighborhood of 63 billion dinars (these estimates will be firmed 
up when the annual plan for 1981 is examined), necessitating, therefore, if we 
are to avoid the inflationary pressures which otherwise will not fail to spread, 

a dual action beginning next year and particularly during the period of the 5-year 
plan; i.e., on the one hand, vigorous debate to determine the priority actions 
and, on the other hand, an appreciable strengthening of the participation of 
household and enterprise economies in the implementation of this program. 


"In fact, Treasury interventions in the financing of enterprise investments-- 
Treasury accounts for about 90 percent of domestic investment credits--have 
resulted in recourse to monetary financing and this in spite of a net increase 
in revenues from oil during 1979 and particularly 1980. The structure of the 
public debt is characterized, moreover, by a heavy proportion of utilization 
of ‘liquid’ savings. 


"The role of the banking system, in this perspective, should be considerably 
etrengthened in both the collection and allocation of potential savings and in 
the financial evaluation of the plan's investments, and this within a more de- 
centralized framework for the allocation of resources, for dialog with the enter- 
prises and for greater strictness in the sector of credit control and financing. 


48 











"Pressures on resources, therefore, call simultaneously for consolidation of 
the financial structures of our enterprises to render the potentials of 
production entrusted to them more efficient and for a stricter framework for 
the system of allocating resources to carefully prepared projects and physical 
objectives of production which effectively utilize the enterprise. 


"In the absence of such financial discipline and in light of the need for 
adapting our needs to our financial means, the disproportionate increase in 
the monetary mass which would ensue would make any action in defense of our 
money risky. 


“Analysis of the components of the monetary mass shows iu fact a preference on 
the part of economic agents for paper money to the detriment of representative 
money. 


"The growth rate of paper money, however, decreased in 1980 compared to 1979 
while that of representative money increased appreciably, 14 percent in 1980, 
compared to 5 percent in 1979." 





Imports and Conservation of Hydrocarbons 


"Similarly, we note an improvement in the liquidity of the economy during 1979 
and 1980, with the increase in the monetary mass having been less than that of 
the gross domestic product. This improvement finds its origin in the rise in 
prices of hydrocarbons, in more rigorous management, greater discipline in the 
expenditure activities of the majority of managers. 


"These results are, of course, encouraging; however, they continue to be in- 
sufficient vis-a-vis the structure of the monetary mass reflecting the prefer- 
ence for liquidity. 


"This preference for liquidity and the strong propensity for hoarding money 
demonstrate the need for strengthening the savings sector and for extending the 
advantages linked to the act of saving. Thus, in the framework of savings- 
housing, the loan ceiling of the CNEP [Algerian National Savings and Insurance 
Bank] has been raised from 220,000 to 320,000 dinars. Similarly, we are per- 
mitted to note a strong increase in the deposits of this institution certainly 
because of the linking of the act of saving with the purchase of certain durable 
consumer goods. 


"It is nonetheless true that encouragement of the prope.usity for saving continues 
to be tied to the definition of the fr: mework of activity in the private sector 
and the channeling of the savings of economic agents toward the goods and serv- 
ices production sector and that one of the incentive measures to contemplate 

will be improvement of the conditions of remuneration for deposits, obviously 
with the consequences which that would entail in higher credit costs. 


"In the sector of financial foreign trade balances, the results of 1981 will be 
heavily influenced by the level of our imports of goods and services, including 
those brought about by the Al-Asnam emergency program, the volume of our hydro- 
carbon export revenues and, finally, by payment of the service on the foreign 


debt. 
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"The selection factors in setting the volume and structure of our foreign goods 
and services supply program should take into consideration our basic orienta- 
tions both as regards the conservation of hydrocarbons and the limitation on 
our foreign indebtedness, 


"The general import program for 1980 which, in terme of credit authorizations, 
hae been set at 55.5 billion dinars, should be implemented in financial terms 
at the level of 44 to 45 billion dinars, including the antipoverty program, 


"With an increase of nearly 30 percent compared to 1979, imports of merchandise 
reflect an even greater evolution in quantities, as regards food products (plus 
54 percent), on the one hand, and capital goods (plus 33 percent), on the other 
hand, 


"Although imports of capital goods reflect the level of implementation of the 
physical objectives of the plan, on the other hand the large increase registered 
.f the import of food products and durable consumer goods indeed is the result 
of a significant growth in household consumption concurrently with a still in- 
adequate level of production to meet the needs of the people." 


Appreciable Improvement in the Foreign Debt 


"The consumption model of an economy largely open to foreign countries, the 
qualitative and quantitative insufficiencies of our goods and services produc- 
tion apparatus tends to make of our economy what is called an ‘import economy' 
and this, concurrently withthe increase in our revenues from the export of 
hydrocarbons. 


“That is why the 1981 annual execution tranche of the 5-year plan will now 
emphasize the development of performance through intensive utilization of our 
production capacities through the setting of precise objectives in quantitative 
and qualitative terms and by giving great importance to incentives linked with 
improved production, in particular. 


"As in the past, and on the basis of an anticipated closing figure of 51 billion 
linare in 1980, our export revenues are essentially determined by hydrocarbons, 
as 50 billion dinars are expected from the sale of such hydrocarbons and only 

1 billion for other exported merchandise. The sizable increase in the level of 
hydrocarbon export revenues compared to 1979 (plus 40 percent, approximately) 
derives basically from price rises (about 70 percent overall for the totality 

of products), with the quantities of exports having registered appreciable de- 
creases (minus 16 percent for gasoline and 50 percent for gas). 


"The structure of our exports characterized by dependence on a single product, 
which is, moreover, nonrenewable, inescapably calls for our immediate estab- 
lishment of the bases of an exports diversification policy to maintain a 

supply level of goods and services which is still in Line with the requirements 
of our development, thus permitting us to take over where hydrocarbon exports 
leave off. 











"Be that as it may, the debate to determine our financial equilibriume involves 
the search for just proportions between the level of production and hydrocarbon 
exports, on the one hand, and the optimal limit of our foreign indebtedness, on 
the other hand. In fact, the debate should deal much more with the political 
need to substitute national production for imports. If we fail to do ao, pay- 
ment of the present and future debt ia automatically taken out of our reserves 
of ofl and gas. 


“However, and it is proper that we note this, continuation of the policy of 
mobilizing exclusively friendly [lies] foreign credits with advantageous terms, 
without recourse to financial markets, a policy already tried with success in 
1980, should contribute to the appreciable improvement of our foreign service 
profile over the next few years, as has already occurred this year. 


“Thus, the overall balances outlined for 1980 and 1981, of which | have quickly 
given you the broad outlines, through certain actions to be taken particularly 
in the sectors of production efficiency, permit increased production and the 
utilization of our material and human capabilities, maintenance of the devel- 
opment effort on behalf of our citizens and this within the framework of a more 
rigorous and more adequate financial equilibrium, 


"Obviously, this effort must be a collective effort in which every economic agent 
is called upon to make his active contribution. In other words, this effort 
requires a mobilization of all citizens and the vast spirit of national soli- 
darity which was aroused by the natural catastrophe in the Al-Anam regime and 
which expresses well the capacities of our people to meet such challenges." 


The deputies insisted upon the need for supplying themselves with a package of 
coherent legal texts which could complement the basic laws and noted that many 
social ills find their origin in a certain incoherence in regulations. The 
example most cited in this regard is the continuing flight of capital through 
special measures approved for the benefit of emigres. The deputies emphasized 
that a determination should be made of the true emigres and that the needed 
steps should be taken to eliminate this mob of racketeers who are profiting 
from their situation as residents abroad to illegally benefit from the advan- 
tages and facilities approved for Algerian workers in other countries. The 
deputies also discussed another source of financial hemorrhaging: the restric- 
tive measures concerning allocations of foreign exchange to Algerian travelers. 
It is time, they emphasized to make a definitive choice: either make reason- 
able allocations to prevent travelers from engaging in trafficking prejudicial 
to the economy or limit travel to only exceptional cac.s. 


As for the price support policy which is going to be extended to imported meat, 
through exemption from customs duties, the deputies noted that this measure at 
the financial level alone was insufficient to serve as a defense of the people's 
purchasing power, if it is not accompanied by corresponding measures at the 
level of distribution. 


While denouncing illegal practices and misappropriation of funds, anarchic 
situations and the trafficking that results therefrom, the deputies discussed 
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the need for reapect for all provisions of law and for establishment of the 
mechaniams of positive or negative punishments on the basis of the results from 
the different sectors of activity. Economic operators must be made fully re- 
sponsible so that all of them, at the various echelons, can carry out the mle- 
sions assigned to them, 


Many other questions concerning the Appropriations Bill were brought up during 
the debates. On this occasion, the deputies made many suggestions so that this 
law will really attain ite objective as an important inetrument of the plan's 
execution, economic takeoff and improvement of the standard of living of al) 


the people. 
8143 
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ALGERIA 


CONSPIRACY TRIAL--A communique published in Paris by the “Counter-reply to Algerian 
Repression” (RIPA) group notes that “seven young soldiers and civilians who have 
been under secret detention for 2 years will soon be tried for violation of 
national security and conspiracy." RIPA reflects earlier protests by the Interna- 
tional Human Rights Federation (FIDH) in charging the Algerian Government in 
particular with “trying to keep the affair under wraps,” and not spelling out the 
charges against the defendants. It also reports on “tortures suffered by one of the 
defendants, Rabah Benkhellat. According to the communique he had to be hospitalized 
in the military hospital of Maillot in Algiers because of them.” RIPA likewise 
wants the Algerian Government to explain why “a conspiracy aimed against national 
security should be tried by a provincial military court and not by the national 
security court” situated in Algiers. [Text] [Rabat L'OPINION in French 4 Dec 80 p 1} 


CSO: 4400 
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EGYPTLANS SAID TO BE JOINING U.S. MILITARY PORCE 
Damascus Al.~THAWRAH in Arabic 13 Nov 80 p 8 


[Article by ‘Abd-al-Latif Muqdad: “Have Sadat's Forces Become Part of Rapid 
Deployment Forces?" ) 


[Text] The vanguard of the American rapid deployment forces arrived in Egypt 
recently, and the rest of these forces will arrive today, Thureday, according to 
Lt Gen Abu Ghagalah, chief of general etaff of the armed forces in the Egyptian 
regime. The announced purpose of the arrival of these forces ia to hold joint 
maneuvers with the Egyptian forces. 


But why has the United States chosen Egypt as a location for maneuvers, and what 
is the long-range goal of that’ 


The overt purpose of the arrival of the American forces in Egypt has become known, 
and it is to hold maneuvers, as Lt Gen Abu Ghazalah stated. However, the covert 
purpose is represented in training in the nature of the area and an attempt to 
adapt to it in order to implement the plan for which the rapid deployment forces 
were formed, which is to intervene in the Arab area if the United States decided to 
do so to protect its interests. 


It appears clear from the Egyptian forces’ participation with the American rapid 
deployment forces that the Egyptian forces have become part of these forces with the 
same role and the same functions. If not, then what is the excuse for undertaking 
joint maneuvers if not to turn Sadat's forces into part of the rapid deployment 
forces, and this is what U.S. plans will reveal? 


Participation of Egyptian forces in the aforementioned maneuvers means at the same 
time training to carry out the plans prepared by the United States to intervene in 
the area. The intention to intervene is no secret. 


The United States announced that when it formed the rapid deployment forces of 
110,900 soldiers to be deployed in any area of the world. 


Formation of the rapid deployment forces is not new What is new is that the United 
States has begun to bring other states into these forces. In the forefront of 

these states is Sadat's regime. The entry of Sadat's forces into the American 
rapid deployment forces confirms that Sadat has placed his fate entirely in the 
hands of the United States. This means that he has turned into a tool to suppress 
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the Arab national liberation movement and world liberation movements, directing 
their results toward the interests of American imperialiem and lerael. Sadat 
played such a role before when he sent hie forces to Zaire to suppress the revolu- 
tion in the (Shaba) region in behalf of American tmperialiem. tle also sent his 
forces to Oman to protect the throne of Sultan Qabue from the Zafar revolution, 
acting in place of the forces of the Shah which used to play the same role in pro- 
tecting the Sultan's throne. 


If the joint maneuvers between the rapid deployment forces and Sadat's forces mean 
that Sadat's forces have become part of these forces and have the same function of 
crushing Arab and foreign liberation govements in the interest of American imperi- 
aliem and Ierael, then the most important point is to be sure that both Sadat's 
regime and ite allies understand that the fate which awaits their aggressive plans 
is failure before Arab resistance, of which Syria represents the firm citadel. 


7587 
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SYRIA'S SILENCE REGARDING ISRAEL'S ANNEXATLON OF GOLAN ATTACKED 
Baghdad AL-~JUMHMURIYAH in Arabic 5 Now 80 p ? 


lArticle by Sami Sa'dun: “What Is al-Asad's Regime Saying after Zionist 
Decision To Annex the Golan?” ) 





‘Text! Lt has become certain that the Zionist entity has made a final 
decision to annex the Golan territory. This is what responsible sources 
in lerael have affirmed and what the international press has relayed. 

In addition, actions to Zionize the Golan and to set up settlements have 
been ongoing in an intense fashion for more than 2 years. 


What political observers find interesting and surprising is the total 
silence of President Hafiz al-Asad's regime regarding this Zionist deci- 
sion at a time when it is claiming that it will liberate all the usurped 
land. Those observers are wondering, if the regime's claims are truthful, 
why doesn't al-Asad's regime oppose the plan to Zionize and usurp the 
Golan? 


Those who know the truth about al-Asad's regime are not surprised. Ever 
since it came to power, this regime has been accustomed to submissive- 
ness and humiliation. Occupation of the Golan by Zionist forces or its 
final annexation to the enemy's entity are both the same to al-Asad's 
regime as long as it is unwilling to liberate it. It was al-Asad's regime 
that handed the Golan over to the Zionists in the October 1973 war even 
though the Colan is an inaccessible, rugged area that would not fall 
easily. Had not al-Asad ordered the Syrian army to withdraw, the Zionists 
would not have been able to occupy the Golan at all. 


Some people say say that this constitutes an accusation and an incrimina- 
tion of “Hafiz al-Asad, the hero of steadfastness and resistance,” and 
of the Syrian regime which offered more blood to defend Syria and the 
Golan. However, the enemy's army was stronger than the Syrian army, and 
this forced che Syrian army to retreat in front of the enemy, and the 
Colan was occupied. 


If we accept this statement for the sake of argument and we were to 
excuse al-Asad's regime at that time, (we must wonder! why hasn't the 














regime tried to liberate the Gelan when more than 7? years have gone by 
since it was occupied’ Why does the regime insist on having the UN Croops 
stationed there, and why does it cenew their term whenever it expires to 
make the Zioniats' mission easier’ 


Would it not have been more appropriate for al-Asad's “revelutionary, 
nationalist and patriotic’ regime to prepare its army a8 quickly 48 pos- 
sible co liberate at least Syria's occupied territory tnstead of scat- 
tering its troops ond driving 310,900 soldiers into Lebanon to liquidate 
the Palestinian Resistance and the Ciahters of the Lebanese National 
Movement, thereby enabling the isolationist forces to impose their con- 
trol over most of the «reas of Lebanon’ This led to the creation of Sa'd 
Haddad's email citent state as well as the Zionist occupation of the 
border atrip of South Lebanon. 


Would it not have been more approoriate for this regime to spare the 
blood of the sons of Srave Syria tor the battle of liberation instead 

of having their blood shed daily bv the regime's totelligence |agents!, 
by its soldiers and by the militery companies of His Excellency al-Assad? 


Why is he amassing three military divisions on the lraqi-Jordanitan bor- 
ders while the confrontation front with the Zionist entity is entrusted 
to the UN emergency forces’ 


Why does he ‘rive his soldiers against their will co tight alongside 

the racist Persians and against their brothers, the sons of Lraq's revolu- 
tion’? Why does he squander the funds and the weapons of the fraternal 
people of Syria to rescue “homeyni's regime which is falling down in 

front of the blows of our war heroes in Saddam's holy battle? 


lf al-Asad's cegime were intent on sparing Iraq's strength for the major 
battle with the Zionist enemy as it claims, why (then! is it dissipating 
and breaking up its streneth if this strength were important, with it 
being one of the direct confrontation countries with the Zionist enemy? 


Anyone who was deceived by the slogans this regime has been proclaiming 
and by the ‘deas and principles it used to protect itself--ideas and 
principles stolen in a vile conspiracy against the party--may be sur- 
prised by al-Asad's silence and by the silence of his regime about the 
annexation of the Colan. However, when he examines the regime's record 
ever since it gained control over the sons of brave Syria; (when he 
examines! the shameful positions ic has assumed on the Arab question; and 
finallv, its shameful position--with its ally, al-Oadhdhafi's regime--of 
Supporting the racist Persians against Iraq in its («st and honorable 
battle, his surprise will disappear completely. te will find out the 
truth about those pretenders and blusterers. it would become evident to 
him that the chivalrous acts and the heroics of Hafiz al-Asad were no 
more than ‘acts | to liquidate the fighters and the honorable sons of Arab 
Syria and to conspire against the honorable revolutionary regimes in the 


area. 

















The Golan ‘will go! after Gaga, the West Rank and Jerusalem; and Hafiz 
al-Assad, the hero of “steadfastness and resistance” will remain steadfast 
in positions of treachery and conspiracy. 
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ISRAEL 


BALANCE OF PAYMENTS, U.S. AID PROSPECTS ANALYZED 
Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 24 Nov 80 p 9 
[Article by Avraham Tal: "The Deficit and the Gaping Mouth") 


[Text] The embattled Finance Minister Yigael Hurvitz boats repeatedly about the 
refuted forecast of the Bank of Israel regarding the civilian deficit in the 1980 
balance of payments. The Bank of Ierael, as is known, forecast a deficit of $3.6 
billion whereas Mr Hurvitz assures that he will not exceed $2.4 billion, in con- 
trast to leet year's $2.6 billion. Without going into an analysis of the factors 
which have to a reduction of imports and an increase of exports, the achieve- 
ment is no! insignificant one. It means that in regard to foreign payments in 
1980, the lsreeli economy has managed to absorb the enormous increase in fuel 
prices. (On the other hand, if it becomes evident that at the end of 1980, the 
inventory level in the economy is significantly lower than it was at the end of 
1979, it will be necessary to “debit” the deficit by an additional sum which will 
bring it close to $3 billion.) 


It must be remembered, however, that the finance minister is speaking about the 
“civilian deficit,” which does not include defense imports. During the first half 
of the current year, defense imports were about $50 million higher than in the 
first half of the previous year, totaling $630 million. Adding the defense imports 
for the entire year to the civilian deficit is likely to bring the figure close to 
or actually to $4 billion. Last year the overall deficit was $3.83 billion, the 
highest in the balance of payments since 1975. From most of the comments about 
successes in the balance of payments, we forget that the reference year (1979) was 
a very bad year also in this respect. There is a basis for concern that 1980 will 
be worse than 1979, and in the best case, equally as bad, at least in terms of 
current dollars. 


Pat, Waste, and Fraud 


To this must be added an element which is not reflected in the current account of 
the balance of payments but rather in the capital account: In the debt structure 
of the state, there is a continuing, rapid relative increase in the short-term debt. 
This refers to debts--the principal only in that the interest is included in the 
current account--which must be paid during the year. These debts in April of this 
year amounted to 53.2 billion, and they now must be estimated at approximately 
$3.5 billion (for the purpose of comparison, foreign currency surpluses are now at 
$2.9 billion). These debts are essentially paid by the taking of monthly loans. 
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Since a part of the current account (import surplus) is also covered by the 
loans, the burden of the economy's overall debts continued to grow and at the end 
of thie past June reached $16.3 billion. During the year (from the beginning of 
July 1979 to the end of June 1980), the debt increased by about 13 percent. This 
is approximately the rate of the decline in the value of che dollar, and it is 
therefore posaible cto say that the burden of che real debt has not changed. How- 
ever, since there has been a relative increase in che mediums and short-term debt 
component, the burden will become heavier in the coming years 


The foreign payments situation, therefore, is much less bright Chan can be in- 
ferred from the joyful pronouncements of the inflation-plagued Hurvicz. It can 

be said that if there is no sign of trouble, certainly there is no sign of improve- 
ment. in this situation, Israel is dependent no less chan always on foreign 
resources, first and foremost on U.S. government aid. In this regard, we must be 
on guard in that the arrangements in effect in recent years are likely to undergo 

a rigid examination by the new administration. 


Aid during the current year (the American fiscal year, Occober 1980-September 1981) 
is apparently immune. The reference is to economic aid totaling $785 million given 
as a grant and defense aid totaling $1.4 billion consisting of: a grant of $500 
million and a loan of $900 million, of which Israe) received $500 million alec in 
previous years and another $400 million, half of which wae obtained by Mr Weiuman 


when he was the minister of defense during the specia) mission at the beginning of 
the year and halt of which was a supplement added during the deliberations in 
Congress. 

The American 1980-81 budget will be implemented for the most part by the Reagan 
administration, and there is no guarantee that there wil! sot be changes in it. 
The new administration is obligated, in terms of Its statements, by turee commit- 
ments which are not easily reconcilable: An income tax cu in increase in the 


defense budget, and a reduction in overall tederal spending The only way to 
achieve all three objectives is by a reduction--and one must add, a drastic one-- 


of the spending in the civilian sections of the federal budget which, according to 
William Simon (among other things, the secretary of the treasury in the Ford 
administration), includes much "fat, waste, and fraud." The first round already 


took place about 2 weeks ago when the total budget was reduced by $17 billion to 
$632 billion. The sections on foreign aid were not affecred, however it must be 
remembered that this cut was made by a Congress, ooth houses of which are still 
under Democratic control. There is no guarantee that after January 1981, the 
subject will not come up again. 


A Torrent Verblage 


Even if fiscal year 1981 in chis respect comes through unscathed, 1982 is still 

an open matter. Discussions concerning an increase in aid to Israel in 1982 are 
being conducted with the Democratic administration, however the final binding 
total will be worked out with the Reagan administration. This will be their first 
complete annual budget, and it will apparently reflect their long-term objectives 
in foreign aid. 
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There will probably be no shortage of people in the new administration who will 
propose setting aid to Israel at proportions which are in consonance with a number 
of statistics: Other vital sections of the budget; total amount of foreign aid; 
aid to the new and esteemed ally, Egypt ($1.574 billion as opposed to $2,185 
billion to Israel); and multiple-year aid to Israel, computed on an accrual or per 
capita basis, in contrast to other friendly countries, It will not be an overly 
pessimistic estimate, (and it is based also on the view of experts on the subject) 
if we say that the American aid to Israel will face stiff tests during the coming 
year. 


In this context, one could have expected, especially during these days, a restraint 
in the comments of official Israeli individuals on everything related to our 
financial situation, and at least an avoidance of premature optimistic exaggera- 
tions. The exploded statements of the minister of finance about the major achieve- 
ments in the balance of payments--which, as was described, do not have an especially 
strong basis--can serve as an excellent argument for those individuals who are 
seeking to reduce the aid if and when there is a public debate on this issue. The 
same applies to the torrent of verbiage which recently emanated from the Deputy 
Minister of Defense Mordekhai Tzipori on the new horizons which have been opened 

for Israeli defense exports which will result in an increase of $600 million to 
$1.25 billion a year. Without getting involved in the question if the prattle on 
this specific issue, which in past years, was governed by the principle of "A 

fence to success is silence” {a paraphrase of the Talmudic statement that "A fence 
is wisdom is silence"], will not be damaging during the contacts which will be 

made. Would it have not been better to wait until the success is actually reflected 
in the statistical data of the export sections? 


At this point we will only mention in one sentence the leaked information about the 
comments of the prime minister on the imminent giant export deal. 


Tail of the Prattle 


A new record for prattle by lower echelons was recently achieved by "economic 
circles in Washington" (HA'ARETZ 20 November). Anyone who knows some of those 
working in the Israeli community in Washington will have no difficulty in deter- 
mining their identity. Besides the ludicrous self-praise ("only Israel submits a 
request for aid accompanied by figures, data, and technical explanations, and this 
is satisfying to the Treesury Department in Washington which feels that it has a 
partner in the technical discussions"), the "economic parties" explained why what 
is defined as a "loan" in the American budget laws is actually a virtual grant. 
Indeed, what is understood by an Israeli "economic party" in Washington is also 
understood by the average American expert and legislator. However, when the matter 
is repeatedly passed under the nose--and no less the nose of a fresh Republican with 
new sensitivities--the prospect increases that during the forthcoming period of 
revision, the “deficiency” will be corrected one way or another, to our misfortune 
and regret. 


Nevertheless, the “economic parties” are low-level types, the tail of the prattle. 
The main objective is to close the gaping mouths of the higher echelons there, 
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ISRAEL 


"DOLLARIZATION' OF ISRAEL DESCRIBED 
Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 14 Nov 80 p 15 
[Article by Aharon Geva: "The Dollarization of the State"] 


[Text] Friday's Hebrew newspapers resemble the NEW YORK TIMES. You turn to the 
classified ads and glance at the apartments section, and you see that everything 
is in dollars. You come to the dentist for extended treatment and inquire with 
trepidation about a cost estimate. He will not be prepared to provide an estimate 
in shekels. He talks in terms of dollars. The same applies to lawyers who take 
a case which will require a long period of time and manufacturers who promise to 
supply goods in the future. Hurvitz thinks that he replaced the pound with the 
shekel. Actually, he transferred part of the economy from pounds to dollars. 





The foreign currency department of the local bank once consisted of two tables and 
two clerks who completed forms in quintuplicate. Those who came consisted of a 
few Serman Jews who had received compensation from Germany, travellers abroad, and 
several importers and exporters. Today the foreign currency departments occupy 
many rooms, spill over into the corridors, and fill complete floors. People come 
and go, buy and sell, deposit dollars, and withdraw dollars as if they were in 
Boston or New York. 


Money has many functions, says Prof Hayim Barqa'i. Once of them is to serve as a 
medium of measurement. Let's assume that 1 kg of radishes is equal to one-half 

kg of tomatoes. It is easier to say that it costs 5 shekels. After all, you don't 
come to the Mahane Yehudah market with radishes. You come with radishes and want 
to purchase, in addition to the tomatoes, pittas [flat Arab bread], pickles, and 
"shatta peppers." Money serves here as a medium of measurement, as a meter, for 
example. There is a difference: A meter remains a meter, a shekel does not re- 
main a shekel. I say “meter” and everyone knows what I mean, and you say "shekel" 
and no one knows what is meant: The shekel of yesterday, today, or tomorrow? 


Since the instrument of measurement is shrinking, it can no longer serve its pur- 
pose. A housewife gives her neighbor a kilogram of rice, and she knows that the 
latter will return the exact same item in the exact same amount. This is not the 
same for a person who lends money to his friend. He is likely to give a cow and 
get back a chicken, using the graphic description of Prof Barqa'i. Since even 
friends do not conduct themselves this way, they therefore say: I will lend you 
x-amount of dollars and you will pay me back. This is to say that people think in 
dollars because they are looking for a "meter" which doesn't change. 
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Inflation is not a new phenomenon, and the public has learned to protect itself 
from it by linkages. People buy bonds linked to the cost-of-living index, con- 
tractors build apartments linked to the cost-of-construction index, and farmers 
demand changes in the prices of produce in accordance with the cost-of-farming 
inputs index. Linkage has worked and is working, and it was suitable for us as 
long as we were not living in a time of galloping inflation, The deficiencies 

of the linkage system are revealed in a time of galloping inflation, The cost-of- 
living index is published once a month. At times the indexes which are published 
on a rainy day express conditions which prevailed on a sunny day. The dollar rate 
is different in that it is published daily. The indexes permit an incomplete 
coordination once a month, the dollar permits a daily coordination, 


It is true that even the dollar is not the same as a meter because it too is 
shrinking. It loses about 12 percent of its value annually. In comparison to the 
shekel, the value of which is declining at a rate of 130-160 percent annually, the 
dollar is very stable, but even 12 percent is a lot of money. 


A. Shefer emphasizes that investment in linkages is better than investment in 
dollars because the linkages also reflect the erosion in the value of the dollar. 
Why then are contracts still arranged in dollars? 


We have already said that currency rates are published daily. People prefer the 
dollar to any othe: currency because it has a good reputation and many stay with 
it because of its glorious past. There is another reason: A substantial part of 
the goods which we purchase abroad is priced in dollars and not in another cur- 
rency. 


The result is that there are two computational systems in effect in Israel, a fact 
which does not strengthen the government's control of the economy. The government 
has only (theoretical) control. It has no control of the dollar. The dollariza- 
tion of the state strengthens the influence of a foreign economy on the Israeli 
economy and reduces the Government of Israel's ability to direct the national 
economy. 


The second result is psychological and national. Dollars are purchased because 
"it is possible to flee abroad with them." Dollars are purchased because it is 
possible to deposit them in a Swiss bank with all that that implies. 


Old people such as | remember the day when the Israeli pound first appeared. The 
paper certificates and the coins passed from hand to hand, and people fondled 
them with love. They were one of the symbols of independence, a source of 
national pride. Now their dollars are replacing our shekels. If there is any 
importance to national symbols, then there is also importance to the replacement 
of our currency. 


It is interesting that the erosion of one of the national symbols has occurred 
precisely during Begin's administration. When the glory of the students of 
Jabotinsky encountered the attitude of the merchants, the merchants won out. As 
is customary in such encounters, the laws of the economy are stronger than other 
laws. 
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ISRAEL 


PROSPECTS OF FUEL PRICE INCREASE VIEWED 
Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT in Hebrew 14 Nov 80 Supplement p / 


[Interview with Minister of Energy and Communications Yitzhaq Moda'i by Rafael 
Bashan | 


[Text) “Yes, I am fully aware of the fact that 6 November, when we again raised 
the price of fuel and thie time by 25 percent, is called a “black day" by many. 
However, believe me that we had no alternative. Like all the countries of the 

free world, we are caught in the trap of the intersetional ofl market, the prices 
and actions of which are dictated by, among others, our OPEC 'friends,'” the minis- 
ter of energy and communications told me with unconcealed bitterness and anger. 


[Question] How many times has the price of fuel in Israel increased since we turned 
over the oil wells in the Sinai and Abu Rudays to Egypt? 


[Answer] (Yitzhaq Moda'i, vigorous, candid, well groomed, at times sharp-tongued, 
ready to take a risk and speak frankiy even though it will not sound pleasant to 
the public, but diplomatic and circumspect on issues involving the Liberal Party, 

of which he is the chairman of the presidium, and smoking a large aromatic cigar) 
Since we turned over the wells in the Sinai to Egypt, the price of fuel has ,in- 
creased four times: 30 percent in April; 25 percent in July; 14 percent in October; 
and now 25 percent in November. This is a total increase of 142 percent in the 
price of fuel. This stems primarily from an increase in the differences in the rate 
of the dollar as compared to the pound and from increases in the price of fuel in 
the world. Before the Iraqi-Iranian war, the price was about $31 a barrel, whereas 
today, to my great regret, the price fluctuates between $41 and $42 a barrel. 


[Question] Looking back, don't you think that it was a fatal mistake to turn over 
‘il the ofl wells to the Egyptians, an action which forced us to be completely 
dependent upon foreign sources? 


[Answer] (without hesitation) Looking back and also forward, and not with hind- 
sight, I know that it was a heavy sacrifice for the economy of the state. The 
logical question which comes to mind is if this sacrifice was justified. I, as a 
minister in the government of Israel, say: (emphatically) Yes! Absolutely, if the 
peace process is completed. 





The Rasiest Way 


[Question] Are you aware that every increase in fuel prices triggers a wave of 
price increases, and this causes mech suffering and a strong feeling of bitterness 
among all levels of the population: 


[Anewer) (emotionally) Believe me that | am pained personally every time we are 
forced to raise the price of fuel because | see before my eyes families which can- 
not heat their apartments properly in the winter or which are compelled to reduce 
their lighting. 1 can see before «) eyes a son who wants to visit his sick mother 
who is hospitalized but cannot do so because of the high coset of travel, (in a 
low tone) At the same time, I must keep in mind the good of the state, The diffi- 
cult dilemma which constantly confronts me is whether or not to make things 

easier for our families and not raise fuel prices when this ts necessary and when 
this is likely, for example, to endanger our available supply of fuel for emer- 
gencies. I believe that the finance minister, for his part, views the problem in 
another aspect: Can he take upon himself the responsibility to make things easier 
for the public and to pay the cost from the state budget? 


[Question] Should we expect more increases in the price of fuel in the next few 
months? In general, what standard does the government use in determining the rate 
of the increases’? the finance minister has a pet expression which has now become 
routine: "I have none." The general public has the feeling that whenever the 
government is short of money it firet “attacks” the fuel because that is the easiest 
way eince it is sure that while the automobile owners will gnash their teeth, they 
will continue to drive. Is this correct? 


The Situation is Unbearable 


[Answer] I want to make this clear: Taxation, by the excise tax and the value 
added tax, represents only about 22 percent of the total cost of fuel, The deter- 
mining element is the price of fuel and its cost. It is true that it is possible 
to make things easier for vehicle owners and place a heavier burden on the users 
of heavy fuel and residual oil for industry. Personally, I believe that we must 
maintain a balance in this area. The decision in these matters is not only in my 
hands but is also the responsibility of the Ministerial Committee on Economic 
Affairs which gave authorization to the finance minister as chairman of the commit- 
tee, of which Minister of Industry, Commerce, and Tourism Gideon Patt and I are 
members. We arrange regularly for a follow-up study of world fuel prices, and it 
is only after this that we decide on a specific increase. I repeat that in my 
opinion, the price of the heavy fuels must be increased in accordance with their 
energy value since there is already an imbalance between the fuel prices paid by 
automobile owners and those paid by users of heavy fuel. 


[Question] What is the meaning of the term “energy value" which you use? 


[Answer] (practical) I will explain. Gasoline contains more energy than residual 
oil since the amount of energy released from gasoline is much greater than that re- 
leased from the burning of residual oil. Since we use mainly gasoline for the pro- 
duction of energy, the price of a liter of gasoline must be higher than that of a 
liter of residual oil. Despite this, | repeat that an imbalance has been created 


65 








between the prices of gasoline and the heavy fuels, and it is necessary to 
iucrease the prices of the residual ofl, for example, and to lower the price of 
gasoline to the extent possible, 


[Question) There is a theory going around that you are interested in raising fuel 
prices in order to cover the deficits of the Electric Company, of which the chair- 
man of the board of directors, David Shifman, is your close friend in your joint 
faction in the Liberal Party. Ie thie true? 


|Anewer) Firet of all, to get to the heart of the matter, ae I have said, it is 
not I who decides on the increase in fuel prices but rather | am only authorized 
to sign the decisions approved by the ministerial committee. Ic is true that David 
Shifman is my close friend, however my demand for an increase in the price of 
residual oil in accordance with their full energy value is completely counter to 
Shifman's interest. It is a fact that in Burope they pay $230 for a ton of 
residual ofl while my friend Shifman paye only $210, and I am demanding that he pay 
more. 


[Question] Haven't you reached the conclusion that you have stretched the rope as 
far as you can and the leraeli citizen cannot take another fuel price increase of 
any kind? 


Danger of a Closing of the Straits of Hormuz 


[Anewer) (softly) What can I tell you’ What you are saying to me reminds oe of 
a man who brings bad news to his friend and the latter shoots him to death as if he 
had been responsible for what happened, (candidly) I do not have a shadow of a 
doubt that the public feels that the fuel price situation is intolerable. However, 
the solution, as I have said, is not in our hands, and like the rest of the world, 
we are locked in the pillory of fluctuations of the international market, On the 
other hand, | gust point out a fact which has surprised me: To this very day, with 
all the price increases, the reduction in the consumption of gasoline has been 
slight, amounting to a rate of 2.25 percent less than in the past. 


[Question] What then can we expect in the future? 


[Anewer) I am afraid that the situation is not going to improve, and for three 
reasons: 1. The industrial nations are not reducing their fuel consumption, and 
therefore, the demand is increasing. 2. O11 long ago became a political and 
economic weapon, and I have the clear impression that the “haves” will use it in 
the future with extreme forcefulness. 3. The Iraqi-Iranian war: When the fighting 
broke out between these two countries, I warned about tic inherent danger to the oil 
supply, and I was even accused of creating panic. I said then that if the war con- 
tinues, fuel prices are likely to soar sky-high. I spoke about a 10-20 percent 
increase. Today the increase in oil prices as a result of this war has reached 25 
percent. 


[Question] What is the reason for this? 
[Answer] The reason is that the supply of oil has diminished, consumption has in- 


creased, and worst of all is the fear that this war will continue, the supply will 
increasingly dwindle, and the great danger, hovering on the horizon, of a closing 
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of the Straice of Hormuz, Although this war does not affect us directly since we 
do not now purchase of] from Iran and we have never purchased any from iraq, we 

do buy a significant percentage of our of] in the free of] market, and the prices 
there have risen, as I have said, about 25 percent since the outbreak of the war in 
the Persian Gulf, In thie way, we are feeling the effects very keenly. 


[Question] It seems from what you are saying that fuel prices in Lerae) will un- 
dovbeedly be going up in the near future. Ie this a matter of weeks or monthe? 


[Anewer) (after a very long thought) | am very hopeful that fuel prices in lerael 
will not be going up in the near future, however when you consider the fluctuations 
of the international market, the Iraqi-lranian war, amd the increase in the value of 
the dollar, we must not under any circumetances delude ourselves that we will be 
able to maintain fixed fuel prices in the future and that the last increase was 
really the last one! 


We Achieved Three Main Things 


[Question] After you returned from the signing of the of] agreement with the 
United States, harsh complaints were heard about this agreement. What did you 
really achieve in your discussions with the Americans on the matter of ofl supply’ 
Which of our requests did they turn down’? Can we sow depend upon the supply of 
oll from the United States during an emergency’ 


[Anewer|) (raising his voice and confidently) It is true that we did not get every- 
thing we wanted, but we did assure ourselves of three main and very important 
things: 1. Automatic implementation of the agreement. We jointly formulated defi- 
nitions of conditions which will commit the United States to send us ofl within 60 
days, and in certain cases immediately, of the date of notification. 2. If we lose 
a4 primary source of ofl such as Mexico or Egypt, and this can happen, we will 
immediately receive replacement oil from the United States. 3. If conditions are 
created in which Israel finds it very difficult to obtain ofl in the international 
market, whether because of discrimination or because of an objective shortage, we 
will be entitled to an immediate American supply. The Americans will also assist us 
if our refining capability is damaged as a result of a military attack. Also, if 

a blockade is imposed against Israeli ships, the Avericans will send us oil in 

their ships. What we did not achieve was American financial aid for oil purchases. 
This they told us explicitly back in March 1979. ‘then the peace agreements with 
Egypt were signed, we were told openly that all of their economic aid to Israel 

will be provided through one channel only and that is the grants and the loans which 
the United States government has been giving to Israel for years. At the same time, 
the Americans explained to us that they would take into account the oil expenditures 
in the context of the State of Israel's balance of payments situation. 
(unequivocally) The entire agreement is designed, first of all, for a time of 
emergency, and it is indeed described as a “guarantee agreement” for a supply of 

oil when Israel is unable to provide it through normal processes. (with great 
bitterness) When I was out of the country, the agreement which I signed was 
attacked by one of my associates in the cabinet, however it was attacked mainly by 
various commentators in the communications media. Upon my return, after I gave the 
cabinet a comprehensive report, the agreement was unanimously approved. More impor- 
tant than this was the fact that after hours of discussion in the Committee on 
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Foreign Affaire and Defense, the agreement was praised by all members of the commit~- 
tee, including those in the opposition. (with a faint emile) I can reveal that one 
of the opposition members of the Finance Committee who had attacked sections of the 
agreement during my absence turned to me and offered to make a public apology. |! 
told him chat it was not necessary because I did not want to cause him any embarrase- 
mene. 


Concern over Pressure and Maximum Secrecy 
[Question] What are our “oll relations” with Mexico’ 


|Anewer|] Mexico is now lerael's most important o11] supplier after we lost the 
Persian source. We are paying the Mexicans $34-35 a barrel for high-grade oil, 
and we have no difficulties with a current supply from there. 


[Queetion] What is Lerael's annual consumption of o11? 


[Anewer) Our annual consumption of of] is about 8 million tons, O11 is the State 
of Israel's virtually sole source of energy--98 percent. 


[Question] What is the quantity of ofl which Egypt selis to us? 


[Anewer| We purchase from Egypt about 2 million tone of oi] annually at the 
official price, the same price paid by other countries, that is $34 a barrel for 
Type A and $29 a barrel for Type B. 


[Question] One gets the impression from what you are saying that the purchases of a 
significant part of our ofl are arranged secretly by means of all kinds of “exer- 
cises" and “tricks” akin to the procurement of Aliya Bet ships [Aliya Bet refers 

to the influx of Jewish immigrants into Palestine between 1934 and 1948 in de- 
fiance of British restrictions] and arms during the time of the Mandate, Is this 
impression correct? 


[Anewer' (softly) It is hard to say that your impression is erroneous. We 
endeavor to conceal our sources of oil out of a concern that they will be subject 
to pressure and we will lose them. This requires at times maximum secrecy both 
regarding the loading ports and everything connected with the ships transport ing 
the oil. 


[Question| What percentage of our oil consumption did Iran supply before the 
Khomeini revolution’ 


[Answer] During the rule of the Shah, Iran supplied about 60 percent of our oil 
consumption. 


[Question] How much will the State of Israel spend this year for all kinds of oil? 


[Answer] (immediately) About $2-3 billion. This is 30 percent more than we paid 
last year. 














The Party Will Be Led by a Team 


[Question| With your permission, | would like to turn to several party issues, 

You are now the chairman of the presidium of the Liberal Party, which is the party's 
supreme executive body, Deo you now regard yourself as the leader of the Liberal 
Party? 


[Anawer) (slowly, after a short pause) Formally, | could claim this crown, 
Actually, | believe that the Liberal Party should be led by a team, and thie will 
be the firet time in the history of the Liberal Party that a team will lead it, and 
not a leader with assistants and advisors. I will coordinate the opposing views in 
this team, 


[Question] What is the statue of your relations with your two main opponents in 
the party, the mayor of Ramat Gan, Dr Yierael Peled, and the mayor of Tel Aviv, 
Shlomo Lahat? 


|Anewer| (warmly) Our personal relations are extremely friendly. They are not 
members of the leadership team, however in respect to everything involving their 
status in the party, there is no dowbt that they are full partners in the deter- 
mination of its policy. 


[Question] There are persistent rumors that in the coming municipality elections, 
Dr Peled will appear on a separate list in Ramat Gan, Are you aware of this? 


[Answer! From the personal contacts I save had with Dr Peled himself, I am cer- 
tain that he will not leave us, both because the departure will not serve his 
interests and surely not those of the party. Cheech also will not, in my opinion, 
run on a separate list. 


{Question} De you still prefer the position of foreign minister or finance 
minister over the minister of energy and communications? 


|Anewer| (calmly) I have never sought for myself the positions of finance 
minister or foreign minister, however the latter was offered to me by Prime Minister 
Menahem Begin. In the present government | am fully satisfied with the two port- 
folios for which I am responsible and the interests of which I am successful in 
advancing. As for the next term--everything is open! 


[Question] Do you know precisely who torpedoed your appointment as foreign 
minister and why? 


[Anever) (unemotionally) Yes, I know. Actually, Dr Burg, the minister of 
interior, and Deputy Prime Minister Prof Yadin, and not necessarily their parties, 
torpedoed my candidacy. I hold no grudge against them even though they have never 
told me the reasons that motivated them to oppose ay becoming the foreign minister 
of the State of Israel. 
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HISTADRUT'S RELATIONS WITH MAJOR UNIONS ANALYZED 
Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 23 Nov 80 p 10 
[Article by Yehudit Winkler: “Meshel's Muscular Arm”) 


[Text] The timing of the Histadrut-initiated protests against the government's 
economic policy, in conjunction with the militant comments and activities of 13 
major workers committees in the State, is creating widespread wonderment as to who 
is leading and who is being led and the nature of the connection between these two 
entities which at times work in coordination with each other and at times, at least 
in outward appearance, in confrontation with each other over Histadrut's degree of 
authority. 


Recently the 13 major committees (the Electric Company, El Al, Dead Sea Enterprises, 
the ports of Haifa and Ashdod, maritime officers, classified seamen, Aircraft 
Industry, Airfields Authority workers, X-ray technicians, television, Postal 
Service, and engineering) again appeared in accordance with the decision of the 
Histadrut hierarchy to go out in a campaign against the government's economic 
policy. The representatives of the committees wet with Finance Minister Yigael 
Hurvitz, and for an entire hour they harangued him that the present government must 
resign immediately. 


Enterprises Wage Increases 


The Histadrut leadership strives to present the relations between it and the comit- 
tees as one between a circumspect party committed to work in accordance with the 
criteria of the good of the workers community and a powerful group unquestionably 
right but with which it has had an extended debate over the methods of the struggle 
and their tactical considerations. 


Before the demonstration which was organized last week by the Histadrut leadership 
in front of the prime minister's office in Jerusalem, representatives of the major 
committees were invited to meet with Secretary general Yeruham Meshel. During this 
meeting there were those committee spokesmen who demanded stronger actions, read: 
strikes, and the secretary general in this appearance maintained the image of the 
circumspect and prudent trade unionist who directs and regulates a systematic can- 
paign in stages through that responsibility which requires him to protect the 
interests of all the wage earners. 








Several days after the demonstration one of the key activists in the major commit- 
tees stated that the Histadrut wae actually throwing a bone to the wage earners 
by etaging a demonstration in order to prevent the pandemonium of strikes which 
are likely to have an adverse effect on the enterprises of the Hevrat Ha'ovdim 
[the General Cooperative Association of Labor in Lerael which holds shares in most 
of the economic inetitutions owned directly by the collective membership of the 
Histadrut|], no less than the Likud government. 


The major committees are actually repeating the demands of the Histadrut: Updating 
of the credit points four times a year, income tax exemption for overtime and 
premiums, and cancellation of the plan to impose a 5 percent tax on those who earn 
1875,000 or more. In much lower tones, the committees are demanding enterprise 
wage increases. They consider this the most important demand both because this 
represents the most significant increase in wages and because most of the enter- 
prises represented by the major committees continue to be considered as having the 
means even in the worsening condition of the economy. 


The question is raised as to why then does the committee representing the Dead Sea 
Enterprises need the assistance of other committees in order to obtain enterprise 
wage increases and what motivates the maintenance workers of El Al to seek assis- 
tance in the broad forum. 


The El Al example is perhaps the most concrete one in this matter. The El Al 
Company's condition today prevents the maintenance workers committee, known for 
its militant positions, from waging an independent struggle. The assistance of 
the major committees, which create a direct concrete threat to the government, 
the Histadrut, and the El Al Company, is a rather effective weapon. 


The Histadrut is far from denigrating the strength of the major committees which 
have in the past paralyzed the country with no mean success. Although the self- 
organization of the committees weakens the workers councils, which constitute the 
most important organizational foundation of the Histadrut, and takes away from 
them the seniority for leadership of the workers community, because of rather 
prosaic interests, the Histadrut has adjusted to the new situation instead of 
fighting it. Im recent years the Histadrut leadership has become more and more 
centralized, and naturally it is compelled to pay the price for this centraliza- 
tion by going along with an element which is a result of this policy. However, 
beyond this, the organization of the major committees has been accomplished in the 
internal context of the Labor Party, the importance of which is doubly significant 
precisely now in light of the upcoming party convention and the expected elections 
to the Histadrut convention. 


Among the representatives of the maior committees are several members of the Align- 
ment who already in 1977 initiated the organization of the major committees. When 
they were able to do so, they demanded that the Histadrut secretary general guaran- 
tee them 50 percent representation in the Histadrut institutions. Yeruham Meshel, 
so claimed the representatives of the committees, promised before the elections to 
the Histadrut convention that year that the major workers committees would be 
represented in the executive committee, the coordinating committee, and the other 
Histadrut institutions. The Histadrut secretary general and his friends in the 
Labor Party managed to avoid giving the committees direct representation as they 
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had requested. However, he remains faced to this day with a party debt--and they 
are now again recording for him ite due date before the elections to the Histadrut 
convention in April 1981, 


The internal account of the Labor Party, which constitutes a hidden motive for the 
action of a number of the representatives of the major committees, does not dis- 
turb in the current economic conditions the representatives of the other committees 
who are with the Likud and other parties. They are now faced with objectives in 
the area of wage policy. It so happens that the strong man in the El Al mainten- 
ance workers committee, Eitan Roseman, one of the most prominent activists in the 
forum of the committees, is identified with the Likud. The same applies to his 
friend, Y. Kanfo, the chairman of the workers committee of the Dead Sea Enterprises. 
The chairmen of the other committees are in the Finance Minister's faction and 
other parties. 





The major committees are using the muscular arm of the Histadrut leadership also 
because of the legal situation which is little known. A judge of the Regional 
Labor Court in Haifa, Mr Eliezer Kanfi, ruled in a decision landed dow in 
November 1977 that according to the Labor Conflicts Law, the Labor Court is com- 
pelled to issue an injunction against the workers committees which are declaring 
and conducting strikes in opposition to the view of the Histadrut. The decision 
was handed down when the Haifa port administration requested that an injunction be 
issued against the docking workers committee of the port. 


This means that the Histadrut can surreptitiously use the committees to intensify 
its campaigns against government policy, and in the present case almost openly 
against the government without being exposed to legal claims and without having to 
accept public and political responsibility. It is no accident that last week one 
of the key activists in the major committees told me that their actions and those 
of the Histadrut were coordinated, and it must be assumed that this will continue 
in the future. 


Surreptitious Use 


Last weekend the major committees convened to consider the continuation of their 
actions against the government's economic policy. The forum drafted a document 

of demands, including those already known, to which was now added the opposition to 
the institution of a national health law which would take away the status of the 
Kupat Holim [Workers Sick Fund] and its ability to serve as a financial arm of the 
Histadrut. Histadrut spokesman Shmuel Solar at the beginning of the year described 
the symbiotic relations between the Histadrut lecdership and the major committees 
when he wrote a response to a reader's letter in HA'AREi<: "...There is no justi- 
fication for calling the 12 workers committees ‘violent.' These workers protested 
as they did because of an injustice committed against the entire community, and we 
understand the motives which impelled them to do this. Nevertheless, the Histadrut 
requires a controlled, circumspect, and responsible struggle for the economy and 
the workers.” 


Looking back, it is difficult to avoid the impression that the major committees 


grew in a vacuum created between the Histadrut leadership and those who sent them 
in order to circumvent the workers councils which, in the opinion of many, have 
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deteriorated and have become inatitutionalized during the years of the extended 
administration of the Alignment to the point that today they are incapable of 
still serving as the foundation for an effective and consistent trade struggle. 


Thies itesue is occupying the Labor Party and eapecially ite activists who are 
glaring at the Histadrut secretary general. There is no doubt that if there will 
be internal discussions in the Labor Party in advance of the Histadrut convent ton-- 
and there is no full guarantee that such will happen in light of the external 
factors which are making it easy for the Histadrut in the forthcoming election cam- 
paign and strengthening the position of the current leadership without its being 
required to probe deeply both into the party branches and into the workers 
councilse--then these issues will be at the center of the debate. 


Without an internal dialog in the Labor Party on the Histadrut tesues, it is anti- 
cipated that one of the ancillary phenomena of the situation will also be an ex- 
tended compromise between the Histadrut leadership and the major committees. 


5830 
cso: 4805 








JORDAN 


REAGAN'S PROMISES TO ISRAEL WEIGHED 
Amman AL-RA'Y in Arabic 22 Nov 80 p 5 
[Commentary by Fahd al-Fanik: “The New American President") 


[Text] From the economic perspective, the new American president will mean for 
the Americans a lessening of the taxes on the backs of the individuals and corpora- 
tions, a reduction in the rate of inflation, which is now reaching 13 percent 
annually, and a decrease in the governmental interference in the economy, and a 
strengthening of the power of the United States abroad whereby it may return as the 
foremost world power. 


It is true that the change of presidents in America does not constitute a revolu- 
tion in political, economic and social orientations, but for certain there are 
essential differences between the directions taken by Carter during the past 4 
years and those the new Reagan administration will take. 


There are some fundamental contradictions in the directions announced by Reagan, 
for example. The battle against inflation demands a reduction in the activities 
of the national economy, which works against the goal of fighting unemployment, the 
reduction of taxes, which is in conflict with the goal of balancing the budget and 
reducing its deficit, especially if it is accompanied by something else--the 
increase in military expenditures. 


Indeed, most rely on the nature and ability of the team Reagan will select to lead 
the huge American Federal government apparatus. There are about 3,000-4,000 senior 
officials appointed by the defeated president who will submit their resignations 
so that substitutes from among the new president's team and from among those 
secretaries, ambassadors and directors general of all the federal organizations and 
agencies may be appointed to replace them. 


There remains something which concerns us especially, and that is the position of 
the new American president on the Arab question. In this regard, the following 
facts must be brought out: 


1--There were no great hopes which the Arabs were hanging on the continuation of 
Carter. The most he would do if he had succeeded in renewing his term would be to 
continue the weak and ineffective pressure for the Camp David framework rejected by 
the Arabs and in reality a failure. 
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2--Indeed, promises made by Reagan to support Israel were extreme and unusual. It 
is proven that they are nothing but election promises, since it is clear that to 
fulfill chem means irresponsible positions which no president in a position of 
authority can embrace. 


3J--After the appearance of the election results, Reagan announced tacitly that a 
study of these promises will be resumed in light of the date which will become 
available to him as president. Furthermore, he refused to meet prime minister of 
Israel Begin, which indicated his lack of desire to stress his commitment to elec- 
tion promises. 


4--America's world strength, which is the fundamental goal of the new president, 
will not be achieved without Arab petroleum and financial support, It is unlikely 
that the president will risk Arab annoyance for merely adhering to election prom- 
ises reflecting the American traditions. Frankly, they are not incumbent upon the 
president, legally or morally. 


5--Reagan is not indebted to the Jews for his victory. Likewise, he is not 
indebted to any one American group, since his victory was a landslide. However, 
it is important for us to make clear that, contrary to widespread belief, the 
figures indicate that 39 percent of the Jewish vote went to Reagan and 61 percent 
of them went to Carter. In other words, Reagan won in spite of the Jewish vote, 
and not because of it. 


Therefore, the position of the new American president depends on the Arab position, 
foremost and before everything else. 


9614 
CSO: 4802 
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LEBANON 


LIFE, ECONOMIC BOOM IN BEIRUT'S CHRISTIAN 'STATE' 
LD291655 Paris FRANCE SOIR in French 9, 10 Dec 80 
[9 Dec 80 p 2) 


[Dispatch by Jean-Louis Morillon from Lebanon: "Christian Lebanon Is Being Built 
With the Aid of a Formidable Military Machine"] 


[Text] The explosion was terrifying. A few seconds later dozens of people were 
out in the streets. “It's a boobytrapped automobile. The Palestinians had already 
blown up two on 10 November. Twelve people vere killed and 70 injured," a client 
in a restaurant explained. "I didn't think iw nerves were so bad. But, you know, 
we are haunted by bombs in vehicles. They are trying to terrorize us." 


At that moment a second explosion shook a building a short distance away. This time 
there was no longer any doubt: these were not terrorist attacks but rockets and 
shells which the Fedayeen fire each week at Al-Ashrafiyah--the Christian district 

in eastern Beirut. With the sangfroid of the British under the German bombings, 

the diners returned to their tables somewhat reassured: the missiles almost never 
hit the ground floor, they strike the top of the buildings first. 


From the top of Bayt Marri, a superb beauty spot above the Lebanese capital, you 
can see at regular intervals the streaks of flame produced by rocket fire. They all 
come from the famous district which housed the big hotels which were destroyed in 
the 1975-1976 civil war. When fresh Syrian troops took over 15 days ago, the Pal- 
estinians took up position in the formerly luxurious establishments which created 
Beirut's dazzling reputation. The Fedayeen firing mainly from the Phoenicia [Hotel] 
fire randomly at the Christian district sometimes for 2 hours. "Of course this is 
nothing compared to what we experienced in October 1978: 100,000 Syrian shells of 
every caliber in 10 days. However these attacks maintain the tension. The Pales- 
tinians do not want to allow us to sleep in peace.” 


However no Fedayeenhas the courage to advance toward Al-Ashrafiyah. Firing six or 
seven rockets into the dark does not present any risk for them but confronting the 
Maronite (Lebanese Catholic) resistance fighters is now very dangerous. 


Workers by Day and Soldiers by Night 


As soon as night falls dozens of young Phalangists, their work scarcely over, put on 
army fatigues and take up position on the demarcation line. Behind them, life goes 
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on in the dance halls, the restaurants and the lighted streets but the war still 
is brutally apparent here in downtown Beirut with its charred walls. 


The Christian militia grope their way along the roads marked with ropes to reach 
their combat position: a tiny attic window surrounded by sandbags. The eneny is 
only 50 or 100 meters away, barricaded in the buildings opposite. From time to 
time there is the chatter of machinegun fire. People whisper. Among the rubble 
which bears witness to recent battles, a few people take turns for a short sleep, 
In the morning they set off again for their offices or tactortes. 





It is a strange army. All are volunteers, ready to be killed, they say, rather than 
allow their civilization and values to be destroyed. "When you fight for money, the 
war is always lost. We are not here for money but to defend our families," 23-year 

old Jean, one of the Christian Phalangists' spearhead commandoes, stated. 


In civilian Life--if the word has any meaning in Lebanon where everybody is armed-- 
Jean is a transport worker in Beirut's port. The Christians maintain a strong hold 
on this vast complex on the edge of their section. Like the peasant-soldiers in 

the Israeli kibbutzim, the port dockers, secretaries or chauffeurs can leave their 
work at any time, dive into the arsenals spread out everywhere and join the front at 
the end of the quay. 


"I have 600 employees under me. They are ready for combat at 5 minutes’ notice," 
we were told by 29-year old Michel Abrini, who is a foreman and at the same time a 
kind of colonel. He is very proud to have been able to procure three French FRF-1 
telescopic rifles which never fail to hit their target from 600 meters. 


Working in Beirut's port is a real training in gambling with real bullets. "Take 
care: the Palestinian Liberation Army men, a pro-Damascus faction, are installed 
in the Bank of Syria and Lebanon, the white building 200 meters away," Michel 
Abrini showed me. "They fire almost every day." 


Indeed at around 1400 hours firing broke out. The bullet passed over the office of 
Sonaport director Sami Marun and hit a wall nearby. Nobody was bothered. "It's their 
regular time. They would like us to respond and spark off an escalation,” Mr Marun 
told me. Outside, work went on in the shelter of the containers, as if all the 
workers were deaf to the explosions. 


LD291657 In the mountains, on the crests already covered with snow, young volunteers 
watch the Syrians and Palestinians. There are plans to build enterprises-cum-barracks 
there--which is by no means a pejorative term--ski resorts will be adapted where the 
waiters and ski Lift workers will be militiamen. The wh ‘!e population, including 

many women, is on a war time footing. 


There are only 200 commandos, buttoned up in their light-colored camouflage dress. 
They train at night and on weekends in karate and street fighting but they only 
receive 600 Lebanese pounds per month in payment, Their two barracks are 


situated in the semideserted quarantine district, a former Palestinian camp at Bei- 
rut's eastern exit. 


"Chief Joe"--that is what his militiamen call him--is leader of the commandos. Im a 
regular army, in France or the United States, he would be a colonel and be covered in 
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in medals, However, the Lebanese Chriatians as yet have no need of ranks and honors, 
"Chief Joe” has merely designed a coat of arma for hia crack unit--two crossed 
bayonets under the cedar of Lebanon=-and a motto: “Our Ambition Is That of the 
Martyrs," 


We is 31 years old and a bachelor, he limps as a result of a bullet which hit his 
sciatic nerve but he defies danger every day: he lives 100 meters from a post where 
the Syrians sometimes fire into the Christian section, The wall of his drawing room 
has a bullet in it and the shutters are pulled down before people sit down to eat so 
that enipers cannot see in, 


"The Christians are sometimes criticized. And yet we have limited ourselves to self- 
defense. I joined the Phalangiste when I was very young, because every day | read 

in the newspapers that the Palestinians were setting up road blocks, holding innocent 
people ransom simply because they were Christians, and abducting civilians. Would 
you have allowed people who had come to your country as refugees to impose their 

law of terror?” “Chief Joe" asked. 


Fully Informed 

"We are fully informed about what is happening on the other side," the commando leader, 
who also works in the port, continued. "We have no difficulty in buying informers, 
even inside the Palestinian camps. Many Lebanese Muslims who live in the western zone 
are also prepared to help us because now they too are suffering from the Palestinians’ 
blackmail and the Syrian occupation since we have hounded the Fedayeen out of our 
zone." 


This fact which illustrates one of the Christians’ strengths--information is certainly 
worth several regiments in this type of confrontation--was confirmed by Pierre Yazbak, 
one of those in charge of information for the Lebanese forces, the Christian militia. 
"The Palestinian camps are still serving as starting points and rear bases for ter- 
rorists throughout the world. These Fedayeen centers are not governed by any laws. 

To cite just one example: some 100 Turks opposed to the new pro-Western regime re- 
centiy arrived for training in the West Beirut camps." 


"None of the movemente made by the Syrians and Palestinians takes us by surprise. 
Since telephone links are working perfectly between West and East Beirut, we carn be 
kept informed of those preparations likely to be dangerous to us," Joe, the commando 
leader, resumed. These tactics make it possible to avoid mobilizing forces to no 
avail during the day. In the vast assembly of monopole buildings and the big Byblos 
stores--one of the dangerous sections in downtown Beirut--only five or six Phalan- 
gists keep watch behind the barricades, with pictures of the Virgin or Christ painted 
on the butt of their Kalashnikov and M-16 rifles. Mines laid on the ground complete 
this defensive network which is strengthened at night when it is not possible to 
bring in reinforcements s0 quickly. 


"We are also planning to train paratroopers,” the commando leader said. Where? That 
is a mystery. There is not a single runway in “free Lebanon” (that is what the 
Christians call their present zone, 3000 square km, one-third of the national terri- 
tory, or around one-half of an average French department). To secure access to the 
outside world, the Phalangists had built the Pierre al-Jumayyil International Airport 
at Hamat in the north. Everything was ready. However in 1978, during the Syrian 
offensive, Hamat became inaccessible. The next battle could well be aimed at recov- 
ering it. 
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In any case the Christians already have tanka, thankee-thie is no secret to anybody-- 
to lerael who supplied them by sea with U.S.-made Sherman tanks with a French 105 mm 
gun. The leader of this unit has taken the codename "Comodo." 


Like their distant Phoenician anceatora who sailed the Mediterranean, the Lebanese 
Christians also have a navy. In the Bay of Juniyah, in the heart of the "Christian 
mini-state”=-although any thought of partition ia officially ruled out--helmeted 
Phalangists patrol on l8=meter patrol boats which, with their three 12.7 machine-guns, 
have succeeded in averting a possible Palestinian landing. 


LD291659 The initial, rather suicidal, enthusiasm has now given way to a veritable 
military machine which has been put to the test in numerous battles. It is said that 
more than 60,000 men and militiawomen could be mobilized--in other words 10 times the 
present number, 


Bashir al-Junayyil, 32 years old, broad-shouldered, direct and with an energetic 
handshake, is the mastermind behind this militia. His training as a lawyer does not 
prevent him from being in the front line. "Our leaders do not say: forward, 1 will 
follow. They set an example,’ the militamen ofter say, clearly venerating Bashir 
al-Jumayyil, their Bonaparte. 


‘We Are Not Afraid of Anything’ 


The young commander of the Lebanese forces achieved the impossible by saving the 
Christians, assailed on all sides, from disaster. ‘In 6 years of struggle we have 
learned that the idea which starts as a dream soon becomes a reality. No foreign 
occupation is permanent. We will smash all the myths as we smashed the myth of the 
Syrian Army in 1978. We are no longer afraid of anything. We have become immune 

to everything. We have already liberated one-third of Lebanese territory. We will 
recover it all," Sheykh Bashir said in the family house at Bikfayah--the fief of the 
Al-Jumayyil family for 450 years. 


Pictures of Bashir al-Jumayyil in all styles, primitive or martial, are increasingly 
decorating the Christian zone alongside the traditional pictures of his father 
Pierre al-Jumayyil, 75 years old, the founder of the Phalangist Party in 1936. 


"If we were afraid we would not be here. We would have had to choose between exile 
and submission." Pierre al-Jumayyil is the most threatened man in Lebanon. His 
enemies have sent terrorists to kill him on several occasions. On 23 February his 
automobile was blown up by a ren -e-controlled device, killing 21-month-old 

Maya, Bashir al-Jumayyil's daughter. 


Nonetheless Pierre al-Jumayyil, a pharmacist won over by politics, still walks alone 
in Al-Ashrafiyah and comes almost every morning to his office in the Phalangists' 
headquarters. 


The villa, which in no way resembles a bunker, is located 150 meters from the Syrian 
guns and Palestinian rocket-launchers. It has been hit three times. It is surrounded 
by the sad sight of a martyred city. Not one room is habitable. Restored after each 
attack, the Phalangists’ headquarters seems to be the only island intact in the down- 
town area. 
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Like many Lebanese Christians, who readily compare him with de Gaulle, Pierre 
al-Jumayyil speaks impeccable French, Constantly playing with a bunch of keys 

in hie right hand--an old Eastern habit--now admits: “I was pessimistic at times, 
Before the war I thought that a force like the one which attacked ua could liquidate 
us, But now | have much more faith in Lebanon because we have atruggled againat the 
Whole worid,” 


Pierre al-Jumayyil often refers to history to explain the meaning of his battle, 
“Before World War | Lebanon was part of the Ottoman Empire and the Turks were very 
intolerant Muslims. All minorities, not just the Christians, were persecuted. It 
was by their resistance in the mountains that the Lebanese Maronites succeeded in 
obtaining a degree of autonomy. After the defeat of the Turke--allies of the Ger- 
mans--we asked to be placed under the French mandate so as not to be integrated 

into the Arab empire which would have meant a return to the atmosphere of Muslim 
fanaticiem., In Arab countries Christians are second-class citizens. By chance there 
was a balance between Muslime and Christians in Lebanon and all were free. It te a 
unique example. We wanted to preserve that characteristic feature." 


west Beirut is Chicago 


"it is money from Libya and Iraq and Syria's physical strength which are preventing 
the Lebanese from reaching an agreement. However the Lebanese Muslims are beginning 
to understand us and adopt a4 more open attitude toward us. Those who were attracted 
by fanaticism against the Christians have changed a little now. They see what is to 
be gained from the Lebanese formula," Pierre al-Jumayyil stated. 


Is this a hand being proferred to “the other side?" Pierre al-Jumayyil, the only 
Spokesman recognized by the Christians, has, however, yet to find a valid inte, locu- 
tor. How can there be negotiations when 17 groups with varying allegiances (Shi'ites, 
Sunnis, Druses, leftists, not to mention all the Palestinian clans) are fighting over 
West Beirut. 


West Beirut, sometimes described as "Chicago" by the powerless Muslim leaders, despite 
the thousands of Syrian soldiers, is a paradise of huge fortunes made from undercover 
rackets, traffic in forged gold coins and large-scale counterfeiting. A Frenchman 

in West Beirut recently complained of having been forced to seli his apartment at a 
ridiculously low price imposed by the Ai-Murabitun--an Al-Nasirite leftwing movement. 
One French woman stated that her house was occupied by the pro-Syrians during her 
vacation. 


[10 Dec 80 no page given! 


[Dispatch by Jean-Louis Morillon from Lebanon: "Christian Lebanon: Economic ‘Boom’ 
in the Free Zone”) 


[Text] «anybody in the Lebanese Christians’ position would have despaired a long 

time ago. The surprising thing is that, threatened with being pushed into the sea 
by a formidable coalition of Syrians and Palestinians, they have never before been 

so confident. Are they mad or oblivious? Instead of anxiously awaiting the final 
assault, the Maronites are covering their country with cranes and building sites. A 
dazzling showpiece of liberalism, the "Christian ministate of Lebanon" defies all the 
rules of logic. 














Remember the terrifying pictures of the Christian district of AleAshratiyah in East 
Beirut in 1978: charred houses, civilians entombed in cellars or cut down in the 
street by 160-kg shells, a squall of fire and aword for more than 1 week, day and 
night. “The Palestinians and the Syrians think that because we are Christians we 
liked Western life and only thought about dancing and enjoying ourselves, They 
wanted to smash us. We took up the challenge.” 


Most of the buildings in Al-Ashrafiyah etill bear the scare of war. The holes made 
by explosions have been filled in with cement lighter in color than the original 
wall, Even at night when these signs are less visible, the illusion does not last 
long: the rockets fired at random by the Palestinians still explode and the noise of 
machinegun fire sets the rhythm all the time. 


Indestructible Faith 


"We live very well. The rooms are arranged on the sides where there is the least 
riek of being hit by a shell. The apartment has been destroyed three times but now 
we have adapted very well. For water heating we have installed a system which runs 
on gas, electricity or oi]. When we are bombe’' we are never without all three at 
the same time. We also have water reserves to last 2 weeks.” 


The Lebanese faith reflected by this Christian family seems indestructible. At the 
Sacre-Coeur School in Beirut's Al-Jumayzah section, the children have also deserted 
classes “on the enemy side" but classes are going on normally in the others. 


One simple fact, unbelievable at first, can illustrate the success of the Lebanese 
Christians. To face the “boom” in construction in their free zone, they are forced 
to entice immigrant workers to the Far East--above ali Catholics from the Philip- 
pines--and in Egypt where the population has had no contact with fanatical Arab poli- 
tics. While unemployment and obvious lack of activity are the curse of the Syrian- 
Palestinian section, the Christian corner is becoming a miniature Hong Kong. 


In Al-Ashrafiyah itself, an enormous financial center is about to rise up from the 
ground. Land here costs Fr 45,000 per square meter, all within range of the Syrian 
batteries and under the eyes of Palestinian observers who might reduce everything to 
ashes tomorrow. On the Bay of Juniyah a 10-story hotel and a tourist complex are 
rising. 


The coast road to the north of Beirut is merely a continuous row of new stores and 
restaurants. The pine-covered mcuntain looks increasingly like an overpopulated 
building plot where inhabitants chased away by the war are being installed. 


Lebanese Miracle 
The Lebanese banks no longer know what to do with their money. Their resources last 
September reached 23 billion Lebanese pounds (Fr 28 million) [sic] as against only 


& billion in 1974 in the happy days of peace when the country was nicknamed the "Near 
East's Switzerland.” 


An article which was published on 12 November in Beirut's REVEIL signed by economist 





Sami Marun, discusses this “paradoxical situation", this Lebanese miracle” which strikes 


you forcibly. 
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What ia the Lebanese secret tor thwarting misfortune’ Winning overseas markets, Mr 
Marun replied. “One-third of Lebanon's working population ia now out of the country, 
mainly in Arab countries. Lawyers, engineers, doctors, skilled workers are working 
abroad: the wages and salaries they send home amount to more than 450 million pounds 
(fer 550 million) per month.” 


The Christian gone does not have the shantytowns or Muslim feudal palaces of the 

Sy: Lan-Palestinian section but it has a large middle class, proud of its business 
ability which is helped by complete freedom of enterprise. The vestiges of bureau~ 
cracy disappeared with the state during the war. The Lebanese companies which work 
abroad benefit from LO0O-percent tax relief. Only those streets susceptible to sniper 
fire are free of traffic jams, and gasoline only costs | pownd per liter (Fr 1.20). 
Inflation te caleulated at only 8 percent per year and the Lebanese currency is etiil 
as strong 46 ever. 


LD3O1L 09) «6Futurtet Plane 


Between Beirut and Juniyah, on the foothills at Al-Naqqash a “center for the future” 
is to be opened at the end of December. The name ie an entire program in itself. 
It is a symbol for those who would like to force the Christians to surrender or go 
into exile. “It will be the intellectual and ideological center for the Christian 
region,” J#-year old Amin al-Jumayyil, oldest son of the Phalangist founder, ex- 
plained. Computers, services for research workers, lecture halls...everything is 
ready. 


Amin, a member of the Phalangist Politburo and a deputy, explained: "Military affairs 
are not my forte.” He leaves that responsibility to his younger brother Bashir, the 
commander in chief of the “Lebanese Forces,” but nonetheless he has been wounded 

twice and his young son continued to play pinball in their house while it was bombed 
in 1978. <A lawyer by training, he has set up the biggest consumer cooperative in Leb- 
anon. This has a short history which reflects the Christians’ state of mind. 


"In 1977 the Syrians were occupying the region. They arrested our guard on the pre- 
text that he was armed and they then stcle goods from us," Salim Kahi, one of the 
managers of this social supermarket, told us. “In 1978, after their departure, the 
Syrians fired three shells near here. They telephoned us: “Have you been hit? Where 
did the shells fall?" they asked. The secretary who answered the telephone had the 
intelligence to answer: “I do not understand, nothing has hit us. I did not even 
hear the explosions.” That trick saved us. The Syrian gunners wanted to adjust their 
fire and they merely telephoned their target in the zone. 


Amin al-Jumayyil also has other big futurist projects which Leave you flabbergasted. 
He has submitted a plan for banking up the coast near East Beirut which will make it 
possible to reclaim a strip from th. Mediterranean 400 meters wide and 9 km long 
and to build marinas, hotels and leisure centers there. "There is no question of 
waiting until the present conflict is settled. The work will begin under machine- 
gun fire if necessary.” 


"It is a challenge for us. We are preparing a book: ‘Lebanon or Anti-Destiny.' 
This title reflects our will very well,” Amin al-Jumayyil explained. in this 

Christian “ministace” where it is iupossible to go 100 meters without seeing the 
scars of war which are frequently reopened, even ecology has not lost its rights. 
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Sunday 30 November was a “green day": 15,000 young volunteers planted shrubs along 
the roads which are still dotted with holes caused by mortar shells and marked by 
tank tracks. in response to enemy propaganda the Maronites also have two radio sta- 
tions, and a color television network is soon to start showing programa from Al- 
Ashrativah: it will counterbalance the three state networks which frequently re- 
flect Muslim positions. 


Cut in Two 
However, top priority is given to defense. This vital necessity for the survival 
of the Maronite bastion--which looks more and more like 4 state=--ie swallowing vast 


sume although Lerael, the only country to help the Maronites, is sending weapons 
free of charge. Fortunately fewer than 500 Christian militiamen are paid directly 
by the party; the thousands of others have civilian jobs. 


A.l the inhabitants of the Christian zone pay a contribution to the Phailangist Party. 
The community of some 5 million emigre Lebanese on ali the continents “make big dona- 
tions especially in difficulc times,” Elie Tuma, former director general of the grain 
office and now “finance minister” of the Maronite region admitted. The big Lebanese 
companies also supply funde and the leading company to do so is Sonaport in Seirut. 


Throughout Lebanon, not only among the Christians, armed groups in fact have 1,000 
different waye of filling their coffers. ‘On the Lebanese coast there are three 
legal ports and 15 illegal ones. In Beirut the custome is only operating in the 
Christian zone. In Sidon, to the south it is the Palestinians whe receive the taxes 
and in Tripoli to the north tax is paid on no more than 10 percent of goods,” Mr 
Tuma said. Om the Christian side there are also semiclandestine docks where, above 
all, luxury articles are Landed, many of which are reexported to Arab countries by 
smuggling. “Of course it is not very moral, but it creates work for many people, 
procures money and lowers prices in the stores," people say. 


However not everything is rosy for Lebanon's Christians. With Berlin, and Nicosia 
in Cyprus, Beirut shares the sad fate of being a city cut in two, as was Jerusalem 
before its reunification by the Israelis in 1967. The Maronite leaders constantly 
denounce this de facto partition and, without saying much about it, they are moving 
toward the idea of a confederal Lebanon with autonomous Christian cantons and Muslisa 
cantons. 


Snipers 
A few roads are oven on which it is possible to pass from the Christian eastern zone 
to the Muslim and Syrian-Palestinian western section. unily three are still passable 


now: along the dock, by Sodeco and past the national museum. Howe er when tension 
mounts, as is often the case, the snipers resume their sinister task at the top of 
the buildings and the demarcation line becomes a nightmare for drivers who are Likely 
to be taken as targets. For 2 weeks regular shots have been fired at Sodeco and, 

at night, this almost deserted route is a sinister piace. 


LD3OL311 However, it is not the forces of order which are lacking in the Lebanese 
capital. There are thousands of Syrians with their tanks and their machineguns in 
the western zone, but they most frequentiy allow all the extremists and Fedayeen 

to do what they want. In the east the Lebanese National Army mans numerous road- 
blocks but its inefficiency is legendary among the Christians who no longer rely on 
it for their defense. 
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‘What More Cowardly?’ 


The wall of terror is frequently insurmountable. Identity cards always record the 
bearer's religion and many Christians from Al-Ashrafiyah have not ventured to 
the other side for 5 years, for fear of stumbling upon 4 Palestinian contro! point. 


This division causes dramatic situations. Beirut Airport is in the Syrian-Palestin- 
lan zone and the road which leads to it passes the Sabrah Palestinian camp. This is 
the only exit for the Christians. Ordinary individuals attempt the adventure but 
the best-known resistance fighters have an escort from the Lebanese National Army 
going direct to the runways through a military zone from which the Fedayeen are 
banned. When a new explosion of violence threatens, some people prefer to take the 
boat to Cyprus. 


Beirut port where even Soviet ships are obliged to put in because it is the only 
port which is deep enough, constitutes a major advantage for the Christians. it has 
the only grain elevators in Lebanon and the grain imported from the United States, 
France and Australia are stored in this enormous building which is 30 meters high. 
"It is our means of pressure on the Palestinians and Syrians who are likely to have 
fiour and bread rationed. When they threaten to close access to the airport we 
block the elevaters. We do the same for the Franjiyah clan in the north, kept at 
bay by the Syrians, when they do not want to deliver their cement,” a Phalangist 
offictal said. 


Thus the Lebanese Christians have learned to rely on nobody but themselves to make 
their enemies see reason. Pierre al-Jumayyil, now their undisputed leader, did not 
hide his disappointment at the attitude adopted by Europe and the United States. 
"In order to win the Arabs’ friendship and to obtain their oil the Westerners have 
completely abandoned us. Is there anything more cowardly than that’" he asked. 


The Phalangist leader then told an astonishing story. “At the height of the fighting 


in 1976, the Americans med us: ‘If the Christians want to leave Lebanon, our 
6th Fleet is cruising of! the coast. It will takethem. They will have every facil- 
ity for settling abroad.’ We refused. The Lebanese are great travellers and they 


adapt easily, the Americans no doubt said to themselves. So, people thought in 
Washington, why not evacuate the Maronites from Lebanon and give the country to the 
Palestinians’ Our fierce resistance has destroyed those plans for a settlement in 
the Near East at our expense,” Pierre al-Jumayyil stated. 


Soldier Monks 


"We have the right te exist, not only as individuals but as a free society,” Father 
Bulus Na'man, 48-year old gencral superior of the Lebanese ‘iaronite order, stated. 
"People sometimes say that I am a hardliner,” he admitted, recalling that the Lebanese 
monks under his authority--around 1,000--have often been seen as “soldier monks” ready 
to resist to the end in their monasteries which are built like fortresses atop moun- 
tain crests. Nonetheless they reject any comparison wi.n the crusaders. “We do not 
want to conquer anything; we 4ust want our country to be free.” 


Like a tough mountain-dweller Abbot Na'man constantly preaches resistance in the name 
of Christian values. He takes enorgous risks. After his election as superior 6 
months ago he went to visit the parishes occupied by the Syrians and Palestinians 
although his Phalangist sympathies are well-known. 
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“In Al-Nabativah the Christiana welcomed me like a savior. in 


Christians welcomed ge. The Christiana im that sone are not ir: 
©, Degged me: ‘Please, 


were in a Muslim country. The Christians trom iraq, for inetan 
ZO On resilating. You are 4 @trong exampie. kt 48 Decause YOu 
people respect us, they told me. By refusing t submit. th 

are struggiing tor 4.1 oppressed minorities. We have been re: 
the 7th century,” Father Na'man said. 


iS Monk who uses shock tactics supervises (5 institutions in 
free and occupied zones. He is one of the dest informed men as 
’ 


ment . and even perse it ion of Lat ho] 1* * iti Lne sect i } not 4 
“Every week one or two of them are killed solely because of the 


Abbot Na'man then mentioned a horrible event which shook all th 


November two young Christians aged 15 and 20 were kidnapped as 
Hammana, an occupled village in mountainous upper Ai-Mitn east 
Sodies were tound at the bottom of a weil. Father Na'man ses 
Staged by the Syrians to prevent any rapprochemen<' etween it 
in Lebanon. 


im these circumstances there only seems to be one possibie atti 
Christians can take: resistance. Father Na'man is therefor 
ms Sy refusing to Show his identity card at checkpoint 
have the right to go anywhere,” he tells them with dignit 
wouid shoot amy other recaicitrant, do not dare touch this wide 
gi0u figure. 


7 miy die once, ' Father Na ‘man said. “We art prepared <= 
we will not agree to die slowly and painfully.” 
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LEBANON 


LEBANESE FRONT ‘SSUES ‘HISTORIC DOCUMENT’ 
NC231527 Beirut VOICE OF LEBANON in Arabic 1215 GMT 23 Dec 80 


[Text] The two prominent events that drew the attention of the Lebanese people 

and the political and diplomatic circles today are the security developments and 
situation in Zahlah and the historic document issued by the Lebanese Front rejecting 
every attempt to dissolve Lebanon and absorb it into other [entities] or into its 
surrounding environs. 


In its document, the Lebanese Front emphasizes that the formula applied in Lebanon 
since 1943 should be revised [and replaced] by any kind of decentralization, fed- 
eration or confederation within the general framework of a one united Lebanon. 


The Lebanon we want, the Lebanese Front says, will have no room for injustice or 
belittling of amy sect. In it, the togetherness of the two religions will not be 
something done by force, but rather a matter of coexistence in a cordial union. 


The Lebanese front believes that peace in the Middle East depends on peace in 
Lebanon and on freedom and security for all its religious communities who should be 
the masters of their own fate, and of their own entity. 


The document dwells on the question of complete liberation from both occupations 
because any agreement of any kind at gunpoint cannot be a free agreement and is thus 
null and void. 


In its document, the Lebanese Front says “no" to settlement [of Palestinians in 
Lebanon] and we are committed to foil it by all means. It adds: we also definitely 
say “no” to partition. 


The document also invalidates the purchase of land and naturalization. 


It lists the following main dangers: severing Lebanon from its historical roots, 
severing its link with world civilization, severing its creative interaction with its 
Arab environment, and severing its organic links with its sons in the diaspora. 


The front addresses the forsaking West holding it partly responsible for the ruin 
that has befallen Lebanon, and says that the fact that our system is in contradiction 
with the system in the Soviet Union should «»%t preclude mutual understanding and 
sympathy between us and the Soviet Union. 
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In conclusion, the document carries an appeal to the Lebanese people and expresses 
full confidence in the future. 


The document distributed the document in a printed booklet in Arabic, French, English 
and Spanish. 


Before releasing the document, the Front held a preparatory meeting. It was attended 
by former President Camille Sham'un, Shaykh Pierre al-Jumayyil, Dr Charles Malik, Dr 
Fu'ad al-Bustani, Abbot (Bulus al-'Imatd), Deputy Edward Hunayn and Shaykh Pierre 


al-Jumayyil. 


While the historic document was being announced, Dany Sham'un contacted former 
President Camille Sham'un and placed himself at the disposal of the Front and the 


battle. 


CSO: 4802 
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MOROCCO 


GOVERNMENT FACES POLITICAL UNREST 
London AL-DUSTUR in Arabic 13-26 Oct 80 pp 18, 19 
/Article: "The Economic Crisis and the Issue of Stability in Morocco"/ 


/Text/ Polisario's failure to obtain recognition for its government from the 
Organization of African Unity at the Freetown Conference had a great effect in sup- 
porting the internal situation in Morocco. 


The morale in the army forces rose and the internal situation became characterized 
by stability. 


The Moroccan army recently managed to obtain quantities of advanced weapons from 
the United States and France, including a number of Mirage aircraft. 


Col Dlimi has also started to use a new style of military tactics, reorganizing 
his forces and dividing them into three mobile units, each containing 3,500 fight- 
ing men. His objective in this is to compel the Polisario forces constantly to 
move around, 


The popular referendum which the Morrocan government held last summer,which resulted 
in an agreement to extend the term of the current parliament another 2 years, helped 
stabilize internal conditions. 


King Hassan has stated that the extension of the term of parliament would add to 
the stability, especially in current war comdiitions. 


However, this stability will certainly depend on continued support for the govern- 
ment opposition - irty in its internal policies and on their continued pressure on 
their deputies to mute their criticism of the economic situation many people are 
suffering from. 


Inflation and high rents for housing have been a special cause of complaint on the 
part of limited-income groups of the public. 


The rise in prices has totalled i5 or 20 percent this year; however, the crisis be- 


came more aggravated after oil and gas prices were recently raised by high per- 
centages. 
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Any desired improvement in circumstances which chese groups of the people are 
suffering from will be basically depend on comprehensive improvement in the domest- 
ic economy, in circumstances in which che war expenses total $2.4 million a day 

and an addition che army is drawing skilled manpower from various productive areas. 


This broad campaign of arrests was a test of strength. The threat of deprivation 
of work and unemployment proved to be an effective one. 


Effective protection against the wretched poverty of unemployed Moroccans is em- 
bodied in the modest aid sent them by their relatives working in Europe. The re- 
ceipts from these individual remittances to relatives last year came to $966 mil- 
lion, the greatest hard currency receipts Morocco enjoys from abroad. 


For the firsc time in years, observers note signs of improvement in the economy, 
The first is the rise in per-ton price of phosphate--Morocco's main export--from 
$30 to $53. Receipts from phosphate exports are the backbone of the Moroccan 


economy. 


Crops in general are good this year and the volumes of tomatoes and oranges ex- 
ported have risen. 


liowever, the economy still is exhausted. The improvement in exports has not made 
up for the tremendous rise in price of oil imports. Last year Morocco paid $1 bil- 
lion more to import oil than it had the preceding year. 


The war is not the sole cause of the economic crisis facing Morocco. The develop- 
ment plan, which was drawn up on the model of the development plans of Brazil and 
Iran, appears very ambitious. Stagnation in the phosphate market could cause the 
appearance of weaknesses in the plan. 


However, the economy is showing an improvement this year. The government has 
taken economic measures toward decentralization and reform which it is hoped will 
have a palpable efrect on the economic situation, 


11887 
CSO: 4402 
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PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


MARKETING OF SURPLUS, EQUIPMENT PROBLEMS PLAGUE TOMATO FARMS 
Aden 14 OCTOBER in Arabic 20 Nov 80 p 2 


[Article by ‘Abdallah al-Shadadi: "1980-81 Crop Plan for Abin Governorate To Be 
Fulfilled Despite Difficulties and Weak Resources" ] 


[Text] The state farms and cooperatives of Abin Governorate are taking it upon 
themselves to provide the local market's fruit and vegetable requirements, with 
tomatoes at the head of the list, inasmuch as vast areas covering 985 feddans, 
distributed among nine farms and seven cooperatives in various districts of the 
governorate, have been allocated for growing tomatoes, and since there is a plan 
for this crop for 1980-81 which the cooperatives and state farms are committed to 
fulfill. 


In order to ascertain the extent and indices of the plan's fulfillment, existing 
difficulties, and the resources available to assist fulfillment, we investigated 
two cooperatives and two state farms, and met with governorate officials concerned 
with the plan's fulfillment. 


The Zinjibar Agricultural Cooperative 


This cooperative's tomatoes will reach the markets during the final week of Novem- 
ber; thus Zinjibar Agricultural Cooperative Director Salih Mansur optimistically 
began his talk. 


[Ouestion] Does this mean that you have finished implementing the agricultural 
plan for the crop? 


He answered by explaining how the crop is planted. "Tomatoes are not like other 
crops which are planted all at once. Tomatoes are planted in stages, in con- 
sideration of the market. Thus we began planting tomatoes in September, and we 
have finished the first stage. As of the end of October, 41 feddans out of 110 
feddans were planted. 


[Question] What about the rest of the plan? Why was such a small portion of the 
plan implemented? 


[Answer] The plan wi!l be completely fulfilled. We have 3 months ahead of us 
for planting. We plauted a considerable area in November, and the rest will be 
planted in December and January. 











[Question] Does that mean that you faced difficulties during the first period 
which restricted the efficiency of fulfillment? 


[Answer] That is true. We faced and are still facing a number of difficulties 
which might become more severe. For example, the seeds were not available early 
enough so that we could plant them at the proper, early time and make good headway 
with the plan. Also, machines for tilling and grading the land designated for the 
crop were unavailable, which led to delays and a reduction in the amount of land 
prepared for planting. The leasing station was preoccupied vith the floods, and 
with seasonally-irrigated land devoted to other crops, and consequently did not 
respond to our request. It also recently initiated a new method of dealing with 
the cooperative--cash and payment in advance, as opposed to formerly, when it 
dealt with us on credit, deducted from the cotton crop at the end of the season. 
At present the cooperative has no fluid cash allocated for this purpose. Also, 
fertilizer is a problem, for it is either unavailable, or, if it can be found 
sometimes, it is high-priced--double its former price--and this puts a burden on 
the cooperative and the producers. 


[Question] What is the solution? 


[Answer] There are proposals for providing the cooperative with machines and a 
D-4 tractor to grade the land. These proposals are now being studied at the 
Agriculture Ministry, and if they are implemented, we feel that they will be a 
radical solution to the shortage problem suffered by the cooperative. As for 
fertilizer, there has to be more price-fixing, to compensate the producers and 
help them with the burden of high fertilizer prices, as well as improving their 
standard of living and inducing them to increase production. 


Even though the area planned for the crop amounts to 110 feddans, from which we 
are to produce 660,000 kilos of tomatoes, we expect our production to exceed this 
amount, because of the excellence of the soil and the attention given to the crop 
by the production team workers. But there are marketing problems with the General 
Organization for Vegetable and Fruit Marketing, since it will not accept any 
amount in excess of what was decided on in the plan and in the agreement concluded 
with it. Consequently, if the production exceeds this amount, it will become a 
burden on the cooperative. Even though it markets some of its produce itself, 
production sometimes exceeds the market's needs and is therefore apt to rot. 


? 


[Question] What is the way out’ 


[Answer] In my opinion, setting the acreage should be left up to the cooperative, 
and only the amount should be determined in the plan iuerefore the cooperative 
would determine how much land it feels can produce the designated quantity, since 
the cooperative knows best the land's fertility. Thus there would be no spoilage. 
For example, in 1979-80 it was planned that 208 feddans would produce 641,300 kilos 
of tomatoes for the food industry and for the local market. But actual production 
amounted to 982,274 kilos, an excess of 340,974 kilos. We had diffic.l*y dis- 
posing of this surplus, some of which rotted, which led to a loss for the coopera- 
tive and complaints by the producers. 
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The al-Makhgan Agricultural Cooperative 


At the aleMakhgan Agricultural Cooperative there was the same concern over short. 
ages of seed: and fertilizer and the unavailability of machinery and De4s to grade 
the land for planting the tomato crop early enough, This was stressed by 
Cooperative Deputy Director Mu'bid Hayd in his talk with us, 


[Question] Wow much of the plan have you fulfilled? 


[Anewer) Although there were difficulties and weak resources, these did not 
restrict the cooperative's efficient fulfillment of the plan. we use manual 
methods for tilling and grading the soil, but this is costiv ai ie a burden on 
the cooperative, As of the end of October, we had plan: feddane out of the 
original 95 feddane planned for the crop. There are 45 .ods o8 of prepared Land 
which we began planting in November. Only 20 feddane remain, which we will plant 
in December. 


[Question] When will your crop production begin? 


{[Anewer] Production from the land planted in October will begin at the end of 
December. The plan calle for production from the land planted later to continue 
until the end of April. However, in view of the excellent soil, we expect pro- 
duction to continue after that. We are anticipating an abundant crop, but we have 
our problems with the General Marketing Organization, since there was a 53,000- 
kilo surplus in 1979-80, most of which rotted, because the organization refused 
to take any surplus in excess of the apreement. According to the plan, a single 
feddan should produce 5 tons, or 5,900 kilos. We expect the feddan to produce 
more than that this year. 


The Lenin Farm 


At the Lenin Farm, 60 feddans are planned for the 1980-81 tomato crop. Farm 
Director Ahmad Mukarrad discussed the reasons for thic small area, when the farm 
rovers 1,850 feddans, by saying, “This is not because of the land's unsuitability 
for the crop, but is because the farm has been excused from contributing to the 

food industry, its produce being allocated for the local market. Therefore the 
central plan has been dropped from 200 feddans in 1979-80 to 60 feddans in 1980-81." 


[Question] How much of the plan have you fulfilled? 


{[Answer) We planted 13.5 feddans in October, and 20 feddans are planned for this 
month. 


[Question] Why such a low figure? 


[Answer] We could have done more than was planned in October, but the tilling 

and grading equipment was not working, and the unavailability of spare parts 
prevented us from continuing work and starting to prepare the land prior to October 
so that there would be large areas of land ready for planting in October. In fact, 
we could have planted in September if the land had been ready. 














[Question] But can't equipment be rented from the rental station? 


[Anewer] We have tried to do so many times, but the station's preoccupation with 
the seasonal rush and with repairing the channels destroyed by the floods has made 
it unresponsive to our demands at thie cime, However, in the past it has responded 
to us. In November we prepared 22 feddans, which we are now planting. The re- 
maining planned area will be planted in December, and the plan will be totally ful- 
filled, Keep in mind that tomatoes are planted in stages, 


[Question] What about seeds’ 


[Anewer] We are not suffering from a ceed problem--we have enough seedlings to 
cover the planned area, and more. They were grown on the farm, and there is the 
potential to supply any farm which requires seedlings. 


[Question] When will production begin’? (A question to Production Director 
Muhammad ‘Abdallah al-M'allim) 


[Anewer}] Some produce «ill reach the markets by the end of November, We are 
committed to fulfilling 1 planned quantity of 360,000 kilos of tomatoes from the 
area, but we expect actual production to be more than that, in view of the excel- 
lent soil and the care given to the crop. Production will continue until the end 
of May. 


The Fourth Congress Farr 


The Fourth Congress Farm has its own concerne, especially marketing problems with 
the General Organization for Vegecable and Fruit Marketing. Comrade Hamidi 
Ba-Shafi'i, member of the party organization commiccee for Abin Governorate and 
farm director, revie-ed -he problems vis-a-vis the general vegetable organization, 
saying, “The organi. ation demands certain types of produce from us, especially 
watermelon and eggplant. As for watermelon, it wants the big ones; it doesn't 
figure the small ones into the planned amount. Therefore, we encounter difficulty 
in meeting the agreement concluded with it, and our plan gets confused. This 
applies to eggplant as sell. Furthermore, it will not take our tomato crop in 
excess of the amount est iblished in the agreement and the plan. 


When there is surplus production from the planned area, we also encounter diffi- 
culty in marketing it, and most of it spoils, causing a loss and deficit for the 
farm. 


[Question] But isn't there cooperative marketing an. new pricing? 


[Answer] This is a good initiative by the party and the state, and these are good 
remedies which will limit the damage and spoiling, as well as meeting a portion of 
the deficit. But there remains the problem of unavailability of seeds and ferti- 
lizer, and their rising prices, as well as insecticides. We suffer from a 
shortage of fertilizer, especially since we need it to increase the soil's 
productivity. And, if it can be found, it is high-priced, so much so as to pre- 
vent purchasing it, in view of the farm's financial resources. 
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[Question] Por 1980-81, 20 feddans are planned for the tomato crop. Have you 
finished with all these feddans’ 


[Anewer|) Ae for fulfillment, 5 feddane were planned for October, and they have 
been finished. Ten feddans were planned for November; we have begun planting 
these, and we will be finished by the end of November. We will plant the remaining 
area in December, according to the timetable prepared for the tomato crop. 


[Question] Does this mean that you have no difficulties in fulfilling the plan? 


[Anewer] There are no difficulties worth mentioning with respect to equipment, 
for what we have is adequate for the 440-feddan farm. There are problems on the 
side, such as the shortage of drivers, which is now improving. We will begin 
produc ing tomatoes at the end of December and will continue until after May. 


[Question] What is che positive side of plan fulfillment in previous years? 


{[Anewer] Of course there is a positive side. Our workers are sensitive and fully 
aware of their tasks at the farm. We have achieved high levels of production--for 
example, in 1979-80 15 feddane were designated to produce 75,000 kilos of tomatoes. 
Thies same area's production amounted to 105,934 feddans, a 50 percent increase. 


This year, the plan was increased to 20 feddans, and it is expected that production 
will be double what it was last year. 


[Question] Do you operate according to incentives on the farm? 


[Anewer] Naturally. In 1979-80 we distributed 1,320 dinars in incentives to all 
the workers, not to mention yard goods and other compensations on Labor Day. 
Working for incentives induces the workers to make greater efforts, double pro- 
duction, and improve quality. 


We at 14 OCTOBER in turn have communicated the cooperatives’ concerns to the 
governorate (as shown in a review of the cotton crop plan which I published in an 
earlier investigation). These concerns consist of the sapping of the cooperatives’ 
resources from the standpoint of machine availability, the rise in fertilizer 
prices, the occasional unavailability of fertilizer as well as seeds, especially 
vegetable seeds, and marketing problems. We did this so that remedies could be 
found to forestall any negative factors which might affect plans for the coming 
seasons. I met with Abin Governorate Coopr -ative Supervisor ‘Ali Munassir Salih, 
who answered our questions about these concerns. 


He said, "With respect to marketing problems with the General Organization for 
Vegetable and Fruit Marketing, it is true that there was an attempt to reestablish 
cooperative marketing, giving the cooperatives the right to market 40 percent of 
their produce cooperatively, according to the types of vegetables and fruits, as 
well as to determine sizes. But the organization concluded agreements with the 
cooperatives and the stete farms in whi -h the quantity, type and size were 
Stipulated. Therefore, this is not considered an infringement of the rights of 
the cooperatives, but agreements satisfactory to both sides. 
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"Ae for machinery, there are remedies for the shortages at some cooperatives, For 
example, the Zinjibar Cooperative has two machines, in addition to another which 
will arrive soon, Similarly, the al-Makhzan Cooperative has five machines, The 
rental station can also meet any shortages. As for cash transactions, these were 
established after the station was detached from the Abin Delta Development 
Authority, when, in view of ice financial circumstances, it had to deal in cash. 
Nevertheless, ic is continuing to provide its services to the cooperatives on 
credit, but this credit does not extend until the end of the season; there will be 
a short time for the cooperatives to pay. As for fertilizer, its price has risen 
100 percent, which has made the cooperatives unwilling to buy fertilizer because it 
is costly, even though the land needs it. The solution is up to the Agriculture 
Ministry." 
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SUDAN 


NIMAYRI'S RELIGLOIS MOOD LINKED TO HEALTH, DOMESTIC TURMOIL 
Paris AL-MUSTAOBAL in Arabic 15 Nov 80 pp 26-29 


|[Article: "Numayri Tells AL-MUSTADBAL, ‘I Do Not Think Ie Unlikely That 
Soviet Airplanes Would Strike Khartoum’ "| 


[Text] Over the last 5 years I've heard many things said about President 
Ja'tar Numayri's Islamic interests and inclinations. 1 heard that when 
he travels, he spreads his prayer rug in the airplane so he can pray. 

| also heard that when he finishes praying, he spends 2 hours reading 
the Holy Koran. 1 heard that he re-read [the history of] Islam with 
deliberateness and that he began with the call [for Islam) and concluded 
with the circumstances which Moslems experienced aiter the death of the 
prophet, may God bless him and grant him salvation. I heard that the 
Islamic section in his private library includes scores of old and modern 
books in Arabic and in English. 1 heard that the moments that he enjoys 
the most are those which he spends in the garden of his home in the 
evening with these books. | heard that sometimes he stays up reading 
these books cill the early hours of the morning. | heard that when he 
reads, he makes marginal notes on some pages of these books and that he 
then records some observations in a notebook. 


1 was baffle by these interests and inclinations as many Sudanese 
people who sade numerous explanations and judgments about them were. On 
a few occasions | imagined that President Numayri's religious attitude 
was due to the circumstances which he had experienced during these years, 
and especially those circumstances in which there had been much Sudanese 
bloodshed and many waves of dialogue had been suspended and replaced by 
warfare of one form or another. 


When President Numayri left Sudan suddenly for the United States early 
last summer and entered a hospital there, | and many other Sudanese 
friends, who were not privy to the circumstances of the sudden departure, 
assumed that President Numayri's religious inclinations may be caused 

by illness, especially since people are inclined to turn to their god 

at times of tragedy or severe illness. 


Last week 1 found out that President Numayri's Sufi mode of conduct and 

















those religious inclinations were caused by the fact that ever since the 
inclinations began to surface in some of his practices and in his daily 
life, he was in the process of writing a book. Making preparations for 
the book and writing it had taken him about 5 years. [te is entitled, 
"What Purpose the Islamic Course’ It is not (an autobiography! like 
President Anwar al-Sadat's “In Search of the Sell," and ic is also not 
Like Col Mu'ammar al-Oadhdhafi's ‘The Green Book." President Numayri's 
book is a treatment of a specific subject in che light of 11 years of 
experience in government that have been filled with accomplishments and 
with alarming events as well. The book treats its subject in the light of 
a statement President Numayri had heard a U.S. general make. The general 
was giving a lecture when Numayri was a student at the General Staff and 
Command College in the United States. The statement the general had made 
was this: “Our enemy in the world is communiam and he new religion.” 
President Numayri recalls that when he asked che general what he meant by 
the term, “the new religion,” the general replied, "Muhammad's religion, 
the most recent of the religions.” 


In 500 medium-sized pages President Numayri deals with the problem of 
the Islamic method, referring in some pages to the fact that the national 
reconciliation that occurred had come about in Chat context. 


However, this does not mean that what the years of government had been 
concerned with were not reflected on President Numayri, awakening a few 
of his religious and Sufi anxieties. Nor does it mean that the physical 
conditions do not make it necessary for him [to have these anxieties], 
since these are natural conditions for a man whose predecessors in govern- 
ment had set him no precedent in the matter of Curning to the people. 
Over a period of 10 years, Numayri visited the entire semi-continent of 
Sudan, traveling on foot, on the backs of camels and horses, in uncom- 
fortable trains, in military airplanes and in jeeps. Besides, as an 
officer he had spent the 20 years that preceded his taking power on more 
laborious tours and missions. 


What was harsher than the physicians’ request that !resident Numayri cut 
down on his laborious effort and rest 2 days a week--Monday, in addition 
to the official holiday on Fridav--was the fact that some people in 
government did not conduct themselves during that period as they should 
have. They based their conduct on independent judgments, speculations and 
unbridled ambitions. Unwillingly and wwittingly these people got 
together with elements who were advocating from abroad change inside the 
country. 


tt may be said that the fact that no expienati « of President Numayri's 
physical condition had been forthcoming was what made those people draw 
on paper and in some official offices a sketch of [their] inheritence, 

if one may use that tere. But what would President Numayri have expleined 
to thes? Is it the function of those people in the absence of an explana- 
tion to devise ideas and formulas for the future, or is it their function 
to rally around a leader who did not expect when he placed them in posi- 
tions of responsibility and in sensitive positions to find them inclined 
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to pounce [on him] at the moment when the need for commitment was at its 
utmost? 


Why is an explanation necessary if [the president's] physical condition 
was the result of unbearable exhaustion and unreasonable worries’? Why 
is an exp'anation necessary if these conditions are transient? 


One of the ironies that catches one's attention is the fact that the 
physical condition of most of those who were sketching the inheritance on 
paper was more critical than that which President Numayri overcame. One 
of the ironies also that catches one's attention is the fact that what 
those people had sketched went considerably beyond what the other party 
in the national reconciliation, that is Mr al-Sadiq al-Mahdi was aspiring 
to. Mr al-Sadiq is calling for stability, continuity and broader partici- 
pation in the political organization through new elections from the 
foundation to the top. The others proposed, subject to deliberation, the 
notion of creating a presidential consultative council from the elected 
rulers of the provinces. Otherwise, "the institution of an executive 
presidency will disappear and will be replaced by a presidency that 
rotates among the elected rulers of the provinces." 


Such an idea appears to be of the kind that is amenable to discussion. 
There would have been nothing wrong with it had it been proposed under 
circumstances other than those under which it was proposed. This idea was 
proposed suddenly, and it was stated outside the framework of the 
political organization. It was part of a plan and did not come about 
spontaneously. It also went beyond what had been published about a month 
before it was proposed regarding the need for a "revolution within the 
revolution" to take place. In some of its considerations this idea is 
somewhat influenced by the line of poetry which states, "I taught him 
marksmanship every day; when he became powerful, he fired at me." One is 
to take into consideration the fact that those who had proposed the idea 
are among those who were taught marksmanship by President Numayri. He had 
gone through considerable hardship to teach them and to keep the more 
skillful marksmen who can hit their target away from the marksmanship 
field where they were being trained. One is to take into consideration 
too the fact that he power of those who learned marksmanship has not 
increased to the level of making them worthy. 


The idea of regional government is one of the most notable accomplish- 
ments that President Numayri achieved. The importance of this accomplish- 
ment will not be diminished by the orchestration of the idea of an alter- 
native which was proposed by the commissioned ruler of the eastern 
region. This orchestration required that the idea be formulated by a 

few people in government, unbeknownst to President Numayri. The principie 
of surprise was to be utilized by having the idea proposed on radio where 
a letter from the person who proposed it would be broadcast. This was 

to be complemented by writing down a summary of the idea in the news- 
paper, AL-AYYAM. The idea would be mentioned in the course of the article 
but not in the title. This violates the principles of formulating titles 








in the sense that a title should reflect what is most significance in the 
news item, 


What was also harsher than the physicians’ request that President Numayri 
cut down on meetings--continuous meetings which used Co occupy most of 
the hours of his days and nights; that he go to bed early=-sometimes he did 
not go to bed before dawn; that he cut down his receptions, which used Co 
be numerous; that he reduce the effect developments have on him when 
these developments had been his primary preoccupation=--what was harsher 
than che physicians’ request--was the fact chat the national recon- 
ciliation train made frequent stops at stations where there usually was 
no actior. It is known that when the conductor of this train was given 
the go-ahead signal, he had already set a rate of speed tor the train 
other than that at which the train later traveled. The man who is making 
the commendable effort, Fath al-Rahmaan al-Bashir can confirm this. In 
fact, he says nothing else. 


If cime permitted and if it served the interests of this laxity in 
[reaching! a settlement, there would have been nothing to worry about. 
But what is happening is that the reconciliation train is traveling as 
though the matter were a picnic in the heartiand of Sudan whereas what is 
required now and more than any time in the past is that the train travel 
quickly with the spirit of reconciliation and that it reach its final 
determined stop lest those who would suddenly derail it from within Sudan 
or beyond its borders multiply. 


When one hears Mr al-Sadiq al-Mahdi's analysis [of the situation] and his 
conclusion that he supports continuity and stability, that is, he 
supports President Numayri's continuation in office as well as the 
stability of the regime, he finds at the same time that al-Mahdi is not 
sharing in the responsibility, and this constitutes one of the reasons 
why the reconciliation train makes frequent stops. It will stop even more 
frequently if Mr al-Sadiq continues to think that the solution will come 
about only through a radical reconsideration of the political organi- 
zation, that is, the Sudanese Socialist Union. That reconciliation would 
follow new elections to be conducted under the supervision of a committee 
that includes @ number of officers, a few judges and a few university 
professors. Such radical reconsideration may also come about through a 
national reconciliation congress that would inciude political, factional 
and army forces for the purpose of investigating the future. 


But al-Sadiq did not go back to the hard line he had assumed before. 
After a two-hour meeting with President Numayri on Thursday, 3 November 
1980, al-Sadiq appeared to be closer to reality especially since he 
believes that the international conflict is coming closer to the borders 
of Sudan and that it would be neither reasonable nor acceptable for this 
conflict to come close while the neople [ involved) in reconciliation in 
Sudan were still discussing trivialities and objecting to designations. 
lf they continue in this condition, this means that what happened to the 
people of the Islamic Revolution in Iran wili happen to them. 
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At that meeting al-Sadiq sensed President Numayri's insistence on the 
problem of participation through the political organization. At that 
meeting the Sudanese situation as well as the Arab and Islamic situation 
were contemplated, but there was no discussion. When the meeting is a 
contemplation session, the implication is that both or all the parties 
understand each other and are in agreement with each other or that at 
least they have che same inclination even though the results of their 
analyses may somewhat differ. 


Although it would have been more useful had the file which was delivered 
to President Numayri contained papers about a mission the former had 
undertaken as assistant to the president for Arab and Islamic affairs 

or as his personal representative, instead of containing copies of lec- 
tures on Islam that al-Sadiq had delivered in Tashkent and Belgrade, the 
fact that this file was submitted with its contents seemed to indicate 
that the man who was the subject of the file wanted to tell President 
Numayri something that meant that he had been on an intellectual tour. 
[le seems that al-Sadiq wanted to tell President Numayri] that when the 
activity al-Mahdi pursued abroad is curtailed, che lack of effective 
participation [on his part] in the national reconciliation has its 
significances. 


Before conveying what was on President Numavri's mind it was necessary to 
mention the two matters whose harshness co the president I had sensed. In 
this report | am trying to reflect what President Numayri was thinking 
about. This means that this is not a conventional interview but rather an 
account of observations, ideas and some opinions about the first inter- 
view | had with him following the physical condition that had taken him 
by surprise and compelled him to enter a hospital in the United States. 


President Numayri thinks that the West and the East are in agreement 
about the fact that Islam as a civilization must be stopped. When they 
assumed a neutral position at the outset of the war between Iraq and 
Iran, the West and the East did so in the hope that the bloody struggle 
between Arab Islam and Persian Islam would diminish the great civili- 
zation of that religion. President Numayri is sad because both parties 
did not become aware of this. He is extremely sad because the commendable 
Islamic endeavor was not destined to achieve results immediately. 


President Numayri thinks that it would have been better for the Iranian 
Revolution and for the Arab and Islamic worlds as well if the revolution 
had remained merely an Islamic awakening confined to the borders of Iran, 
correcting the various aspects of the injustice that had taken place 
under the empire. He is surprised by the growing insistence of some 
Ayatollahs on exporting the revolution and on holding neighbors and 
friends in contempt. 


President Numayri pauses at length at the rejection phenomenon of Iran's 
revo! itionary authority; [it turned down] the commendable endeavor which 
Islan. c and Arab parties from tne non-aligned nations had offered to 
undertake. 
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At the same time President Numayri ponders the charges that lraq had 
leveled against Lran, specifically the charge that Imam al-Klomeyni's 
,overnment was a "meddlesome" government. in this regard Numayri won- 
ders, "In a day or two or more, regurdiess how long the war will last, 
an agreement will be reached between Iraq and Lran. Since this will hap- 
pen, why are such accusations being made’"’ 


Hence, a8 a military man Numayri thinks that the first 3 days of the war 
should have been enough for Iraq since it had scored many points in its 
favor. What is requested [here] is a practical warning and not an endless 
continuation of the war. 


President Numayri chinks that what happens in any Arab country affects 
Sudan in one way or another. 


President Numayri appears to have deep regrets about the outcome of the 
situation between the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the Libyan Jamahiriyah. 


President Numayri keeps up with the explosive situation in Chad and says 
that in this regard he expects everything that appears to be unlikely. 


On the domestic scene President Numayri appears to be satisfied with the 
experiment of the regional rulers, but he does note that in some cases 
deviations from the goals did take place. These deviations that occurred 
will be taken into consideration when the rulers are shifted from the 
state of being commissioned to that of being confirmed. 


Accordingly, it seems that some positions and ministries may be recon- 
sidered in the next 3 months. 


It remains to be said that President Numayri's physical condition 
requires that he cut down on strenuous activity and that he not cut down 
on moving about [altogether]. He has, for example, stopped playing his 
favorite sport, squash racquets, but he plays tennis and swims daily, 
and he plays soccer occasionally. He has stopped smoking cigars, and he 
does not seem to regret that. In the third week of November he will visit 
Addis Ababa to return the visit of [Ethiopia's] new President Mengistu. 
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SYRIA 


CHAD'S CIVIL WAR SAID PART OF OVERALL U.S. PLAN 
Damascus AL~THAWRAH in Arabic 29 Nov 8 p 4 
[Article by Sayyah al-Sakhni } 


[Text] A new attempt to stop the fighting in Chad failed yesterday when Hissein 
Habre refused to go to the capital of Togo to sign an agreement previously approved 
by all the warring factions, including Habre himself, at the Lomi conference which 
was held early this month. 


Habre's absence, which surprised the four African nations that helped draw up the 
agreement, raised many questions about the real motives behind this stand which 
came as a surprise and placed Chad, again, on the verge of partition. It also 
intensified the civil war that had been going on for over 8 months, despite all 
the dangers that such intensification represents, threatening Chad's future and 
that of all the neighboring African countries. 


However, if we knew all the international powers that support Habre in this stand, 
we would easily realize the real reasons for his refusal to sign the agreement. 
He is famous for being America's number one man in Chad, and he implements its 
policy there with extreme accuracy and loyalty. The U.S. even brought Habre into 
the fold with Al-Sadat's Egypt and Israel by telling them to provide him with 
weapons, ammunition and men. 


Accordingly, the U.S., who is now getting ready to cause side wars in the area 
and preparing suitable conditions to ignite local disputes extending throughout 
the Arab world, is very interested in intensifying the Chad dispute and the 
eruption of civil war, in an attempt at distracting Libya from its real role in 
the national struggle and busying it by creating discord and trouble on its 
southern borders. 


Of course, what is going on in Chad is a small plan intended to plunge the whole 
area into wars and disruptions in order to cover up the larger and more 
comprehensive plan which is aimed at making the whole Arab region submissive 

to the American logic of [land] snatching. The details of this plan can be read 
clearly through the Iraq-Iran war, the Egyptian concentration of troops on the 
Libyan borders and, last but not least, through the moves of the Jordanian 
regime in preparation to implement its planned role. 
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SYRLA 


JORDAN ACCUSED OF ACTING AGAINST ARAB CAUSE 
Damascus AL-THAWRAH in Arabic 4 Dec 80 p 8 


[Article by Muhammad Khayr al-Jamali: "The Jordanian Regime in U.S. Stra- 
tegy Is a Tool for Furthering Division and Fighting the Arab Liberation 
Movement; The Regime's Position in U.S. Strategy Explains the U.S. 
Interest in It and Protection of It") 


[Text] In 1970 when the Jordanian regime committed the Black September 
massacres against the Palestinian Resistance in Jordan, the United States 
of America rushed to support its plan by declaring its willingness to 
send a regiment of paratroopers, number 82, to protect the regime and 
ensure its survival. 


This U.S. position in support of the Jordanian regime is being reiterated 
at present as the Jordanian regime prepares itself to complete the Camp 
David course after that course reached a dead end. The fact that the U.S. 
position on the Jordanian regime is being reiterated manifests itself in 
a statement made by the official Mite House spokesman that the United 
States has interests in Jordan and that Jordan's security is very impor- 
tant for the United States. 


Retween these two positions an important question emerges: Why is the 
Unitec States showing this growing interest in the Jordanian regime? What 
does the Jordanian regime constitute for the United States that it would 
show such unusual interest in it? 


We find the answer to the question all across the U.S. strategy in the 
area, [across] its fixed goals and the tools [it uses! to realize this 
strategy. It is a fact that the United States has a fixed policy in the 
area in general and in the Arab area in particulay and that all of 
Washington's policies are based on that strategy. Awong its objectives 
the United States seeks [the following] three: 


* To turn the Arab area into a U.S. area of influence. 


* To ensure U.S. "interests" in the area such as oil. 
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* To control strategic positions in the area so it can heighten its 
threat to the Soviet Union by bringing |'.S. power (the fleet and military 
bases) closer to the Soviet ('nion's borders. 


Ie seems that Washington, as the heir of conventional colonialism, 
realized when it inherited the role of colonialism in the continental 
control of the world that achieving its fixed strategy will not be 
possible unless regional (local) tools are utilized. Washington would 
prod these tools to implement its policies in the area just as the forces 
of conventional colonialism had done when they set up client regimes in 
the Arab homeland. There was, however, a simple d‘fference: the forces of 
colonialism had set up these regimes, but the United States had adopted, 
protected, supported and stimulated them so they can pursue the role with 
which they had been charged to strengrhen U.S. presence in the Arab area. 


In this sense the Jordanian regime does not go beyond being one of the 
most important tools for implementing the U.S. strategy in the Arab area. 
This is what explains the Untted States' care, protection and support 

for this regime. 


If we must cite some evidence of the important position that the 
Jordanian regime has in U.S. strategy and the major role it is playing 
to strengthen U.S. influence in the area, it would be sufficient to men- 
tion che hostile role it played against the Arab Liberation Movement 

and he conspiratorial role it played against the pan-Arab cause. 


Reactionary client regimes can only breathe in a climate of disunity 

and division, as is the current condition of the Arabs. The practices 

of the Jordanian cegime affirm its hostility to the Arab Liberation Move- 
ment inaswech as they provide incontrovertible evidence of the Jordanian 
regime's ties with anti-Arab forces and [hostility towards] everything 
that can express the legitimate aspirations of the Arab nation. The 
Jordanian regime's hostility to Arab unity can only be explained as an 
ipso facto expression or pursuit of the colonialist forces' hostility to 
unity. To colonialism such unity vould signify the irrevocable 
elimination of all forms of its existence on Arab land inasmuch as Arab 
unity is the ideal expression of the standari of power and invincibility 
which the Arabs should have and inasmuch as this unity is the objective 
of the Arab struggle as well as the nation's means for achieving its 
liberation and building its unified socialist society. 


The Jordanian regime's mission, however, was not confined to hostility 
to [the notion of] unity as the strategic objective of the Arab Libera- 
tion Movement, but it went beyond that to hostility towards the central 
question of the Arab struggle which is represented by the question of 
Palestine. 


Since we do not have enough space here to call attention to the numerous 
incidents that reveal the nature of the Jordanian regime's conspiracy 
against the Palestinian question, we will be satisfied here with calling 
attention to three incidents. 
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The firse incident in che events [is manifested in! the Jordanian 
regime's continuing conspiracy against che Palestinian Resistance. When 
the Jordanian regime saw that the presence of the Palestinian Resistance 
on the Arab territory of Jordan conflicted with the role which its 
masters in the White House had entrusted to it, it decided to liquidate 
the Palestinian presence on Jordanian territory to achieve thereby two 
goals: 


* To weaken the Palestinian Resistance so a8 Co strengthen U.S. strategy. 


* To pursue its conspiratorial role against the question without 
obstacles or problems. 


The presence of a strong Palestinian Resistance in Jordan--which is the 
right of the Resistance--would impede the plans that are being devised 
for the Jordanian regime behind the scenes in the White House and in Tel 
Aviv. This objective became clear in the proliferation of news about 
secret meetings which King Husayn held with senior Zionists after the 
September massacres. 


The second incident ‘is manifested in! the conspiracy against Syria. 
Assassination {squads! and criminal gangs were being trained in coordina- 
tion with the Jordanian regime, and they were sent to Syria to play their 
dirty role of betraying the national steadfastness so as to »rovide the 
opportunity for the Camp David [plar! to pass freely. Conspiring against 
Syria in this sense is merely establishing a bond with Camp David; it is 
merely a conspiracy against the cause. There is no better indication of 


this method of perfidy than the fact that it rook plac time when 
Syria was extending its hand to Jorian in [a spirit o since re Arabism 
to express its concern for Arab solidarity and joint %=Arab action. 


The third incident is that which the Jordanian regime is now preparing 
itself to realize. This is what impelled che 'tinited States to declare 
openly that it would guard and protect the Jordanian regime. To put this 
in specific terms we are saying that this incident | involves] Jordan's 
siding with a new Camp David [plan] which was devised in the circles of 
the U.S. State Department and the Pentagon. This plan has been ready for 
execution ever since King Husayn insisted on convening the Summit Con- 
ference under cond:tions of Arab division and disunity in preparation for 
coming out with an Arab authorization giving him the right to betray the 
cause and conspire against it under the pretext of searching for an alter- 
native peace to Camp David while the plan is a confirmed continuation of 
the Camp David !process]. This time, however, it would be [carried out] 
through Jordan since al-Sadat was unsuccessful 


These are sone of the features of the distinguishing position which 
Jordan has in the t).S. strategy. If these features are an indication 

of anything at all, they are an indication of the significance that the 
United States has attributed and is attributing to the Jordanian regime. 
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lf we may add a statement about the United States’ relationship to the 
Jordanian reeime and that regime's relationship to che United States, 

it would be that this new mission which has been given to the Jordanian 
regime in the context of conspiring against the Arab cause is destined 
to fail. The Arab masses, which at many times had threatened to tear out 
the throne, are capable today, after the reality of the conspiratorial 
role played by the Jordanian regime became clear to them, of protecting 
their cause for manipulation, They are capable of totally demolishing the 
regime from its foundations just as they had done with numerous reac- 
tionary regimes, 
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TUNISIA 


LATEST DEVELOPMENTS IN TRADE UNION CRISIS REVIEWED 
London AL-DUSTUR in Arabic 13-26 Oct 80 p 18 


/Article by al-Salami al-Hueni: "“ALDUSTUR Publishes Exclusive Details of a Secret 
Trade Union Conference in Tunisia"/ 


/Text/ On 20-21 September, in the capital of Tunisia, the trade union crisis 
which unions in Tunisia have been goin, through since 1978 entered a new stage 
with che convening of a secret conference of trade union leaders loyal to Mr Habib 
Achour, attended by 60 representatives of various formations and factories, in or- 
der to elect delegates and discuss the agenda and resolutions. Not in attendance 
at this meeting were Mr Habib Achour, who is under house arrest, and Abdel Razezak 
Ghorbal and Sadek Brur, who are subject to the same measures. 


The conference opened with a statement by Abdel Aziz Bourawi which concentrated on 
tree two fundamental pointe i> the agenda-participation in the coming Labo~ Pedera- 
tion conference and participation in the preparatory committee whose establishment 
the government has appealed for in order to solve the trade union crisis. Persons 
in attendance were asked to express their views most freely, without fear. After- 
ward, speakere followed in succession and the discuss.ons focused on the negative 
and positive aspects of participation in the proposed preparatory committee. Some 
people presented the condition that a general legislative amnesty should be issued 
as 4 precondition for participating ir the committee and the conference which the 
government will organize at the start of next year. At the end of the discussions, 
the conference agreed to a resolution (distributed to the local press) which held 
that participation in the preparatory committee would be rejected except in the 
event of a general amnesty, and subsequently rejected participation in the confer- 
ence. Two representatives had reservetions about this r.solution, on grounds that 
it closed the door to any reasonable solution to the union crisis." 


It appears that just confining the union crisis to the issue of participation and 
the general amnesty was the mere prelude to a union debate which has been going on 
up to now. The Executive Committee met last week in the absence of Habib Achour 
and Mohamed Ezreddine to discuss application of the condition for participation in 
the preparatory committee and linkage of that to the general legislative amnesty. 
Persons who attended the meeting did rot arrive at any results; in fact, there 
were people who demanded participatior without the condition of demanding that a 
general amnesty be linked to the preperatory conference; this tendency was led by 
Hamoudiah, whose voice is heeded in the Executive Bureau. While it was decided to 
participate in the preparatory committee and consequently in the conference the 
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government will hold, the trade union eriele is becoming more complicated, because 
this decision contiicte with the resolution tesued at the secret meeting held on 

20-21 September, putting Mr Habib Achour in Che position of rendering judgment and 
making hie position most important The personal cepresencacive of the former sec: 


retery general of the Labor Organiazatiin, who came to inform the conference of his 
position, saya that Habib Achour will resist any participation of any kind in the 
preparatory committee and the conferen @ uh.e#s Lie government Cakes measures to 
gRuerentee Che untoniate that the erisie wili be solved .6 4 democratic fashion, 


Tae solution Meali's government is now offering i@ to form « trilateral committee 
consisting of three representatives of Che present federation committee, three 
others who are partisans of Mr tiabib Ac hour and three representatives’ who are Long- 
standing unionists, wit) Me Noureddine Hachad, head of (ve Social Affaire Depart- 
ment of the ruling Destourian Party, The people who spoke at the secred conference 
stated that this comit.ee in reality represents the ruling party and the govern- 
ment, because the representatives of tie current leadership are party members and 
the long-standing unioniste are senior officials in the government. The view of 
persons calling for participation in C.e tripartite committee at the conference 
embraced a token participation which wuld be used to compe! the government to is- 
fue @ general amnesty. 


he Taher ei-Sheieb, representative of he legitimate international union leadership 
headed by Habib Achour, stated in 4 meeting with AL-DUSTUR that the dispute between 
the resolution issued by the conference and the Beecucive Sureau decree would in 
any case lead to a call for another adminietracive board meeting to review dissolv- 
ing the Executive Bureay or Compelling it to draw back from ite decision only in 
the event Habib Achour adhered to his refusal to take part in the tripartite com- 
mittee. However, if Achour's agreemen. is obtained, the trade union crisis will 
become more complex, because the adminietrative committee may be comelled to elect 
a new secretary general. 


Government circles state that the nego tations underway between Achour and the 
authorities, which were cut off previously, dave resumed chrough Noureddine Machad, 
Thus the Executive Bureau's decision (>) agree co the government proposal to form a 
tripartite committee may have come aboit a8 4 reauit of these negotiations, which 
means that it is probable chat 4 new r.ft may occur within the Tunisien Generel 
Federation of Lae>or between the leadership of Mr Habib Achour and trade union 
bases pertial to him, especially since ail the memoers of (he Executive Bureau 

WH6 in Achour's .roup enjoyed cany privileges before the (975 crisis and were par- 
liament members. It is not to oe culed out that Che government might have promised 
to restore these privileges to them in the even’ they agreed to participate in the 
tripartite committee. 





However, in any event, the eovernment i# not prepared, uocer any reciprocal ar- 
rangement, to agree to have Habib Achour return to head the federation. This 
prompts his partisans in the union base Co insist vehementiy on refusing to paer- 
ticipate in the tripercite committee; in this case Achour will be compelled to re- 
ject the decision of his Executive Boerd and surrender to che administrative com- 
mittee's demand for a new meeting to elect a different executive board. Although 
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thie in icweelf will conetitute «a trade union erieis, in the view of the rejection 
front which has now cee formed to cope with the government's recommendations, it 
will be the lesser of tvo evile since .¢ will continue to preserve Habib Achour's 
position as « symbol of the falidity of ite viewpoint and 4 means for mobilising 
the union bases, 
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